
JULY 2009 

ISSUE 23 

 

For all the latest news of local theatre 



 

2 

 

 

SCENE ONE, a non-profit -
making magazine, is distrib-
uted monthly in Dorset and 
Hampshire, free of  charge, 
to those with a proven inter-
est in the Arts, and it is also 
available for download from 
our website, 
www.sceneone.biz, giving 
our advertisers an even wider  
audience. 
 
If  you think YOU could 
benefit from advertising in 
these pages, please contact 
us at sceneone@talktalk.net 
 

 
 

DONõT forget to take a look at 
our website, www.sceneone.biz 
for the very latest local theatre 
news and reviews - the latter 

printed in full - plus much more. 
 

 

 

Editor : Linda Kirkman (sceneone@talktalk.net) 

Deputy Editor: Lyn Richell 

Printed by: Bournemouth Colour Press 

Cover Design: CPS  

Sponsors: CPS Group (magazine) (www.c-p-s-group.com) 

              Digital Fox (website) (www.digitalfox.co.uk) 

ADVERTISING RATES  
£30 per quarter page (approx. 6.5x9cm) 

£50 per half page (approx. 13x9cm) 
£100 per full page (approx. 13x18cm) 

Please supply as pdf or in jpeg format at 300dpi if possible 

COPY/ADVERTISING DEADLINES : 12th of month prior to publication 

mailto:sceneone@talktalk.net


 

 3 

EDITORIAL  
 

I write Scene One in Publisher format, about which I knew absolutely 
nothing when I began ð and without the help and patience of the won-
derful Roger Sansom, I probably still wouldnõt.  Almost two years on, I 
still have blank spots, one of which has been the alignment of the 
Whatõs Inside listing on this page. Iõd tried and tried to get it right, but 
despite reading the Microsoft Help guide and Rogerõs notes I still 
couldnõt work it out. This evening the penny finally dropped, and in 
fact it is so easy that Iõm really embarrassed to acknowledge that it 
was such a huge problem to me. The only question is, will I still know  
how to do it next time I try? 
By the way, if you remember what I wrote about last month youõll be 
pleased to know that the ôMaria Theresa Yellowõ walls are a great suc-
cess, as is the ôwholemealõ carpet, which is the same colour as the cat.  

  
Linda Kirkman 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

WHATõS INSIDE 
 

Page 4 : Whatõs Happening  
Page 5 : Noises Off 
Page 6 : Previews 
Page 7 : A Christchurch Midsummer Nightõs Dream  
Page 9 : Win Tickets For Chicago at the Pavilion 
Page 10 : Previews 
Page 11 : Previews 
Page 12 : How Well Do You Know Your Theatre? 
Page 13 : P&P Singersõ Success 
Page 14 : Arenaõs Winning Formula Sells Tickets 
Page 15 : About Our Sponsors 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 
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The Rink: Music Theatre South, Hanger 
Farm Arts Centre, Totton ð July 2-4 at 
7.45pm. Tickets £10. Box office: 023 80 
667683 
 
Caught In The Net: Milborne Players, 
Village Hall, Milborne St Andrew ð July 3-5. 
Box office: 01258 837174 
 
A To Z Of Music: P&P Singers, Layard 
Theatre, Canford School, Wimborne ð July 
4 at 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50. Box office: 
01258 840080 or tickets@pandp.org.uk 
 
No Time For Fig Leaves: Burley Players, 
Village Hall, Burley ð July 9-11 at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £6.50 & £6. Box office: 01425 
403501 
 
Gala Concert: Bournemouth Music Com-
petitions Festival, Pavilion, Bournemouth ð 
July 11 at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 adults, £4 
u16. Box office: 01202 556023 
 
A Midsummer Nightõs Dream: Bourne-
mouth Shakespeare Players, Priory House 
Garden, Christchurch ð July 14-18, 21 -25 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £9 adults, £7 concs. Box 
office: 01202 534776 
 
Searching The Sixties!: Wessex Entertain-
ers, Kinson Community Centre, Pelhams 
Park ð July 17 at 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50 (inc. 
refreshments). Box office: 01202 
693754/572826 
 
Men At Arms: Zenith Theatre Company, 
St Aldhelmõs Hall, Branksome ð July 17 & 
18 at 7.45pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets 
Ã6, concs. Ã5, mat & u14õs Ã4. Box office: 
01202 723588 

Iõm Not Being Funny, Buté: Highcliffe 
Charity Players, St Markõs Church Hall, 
Highcliffe ð July 21-25 at 7.30pm. Tickets 
(inc. cold supper & programme) £14 & £15. 
Box office: 01425 270759 
 
Twelfth Night : RAODS, Romsey Abbey ð 
July 21-24 at 7.30pm. Tickets £10. Box of-
fice: 01794 512987 
 
Pack of Lies: New Forest Players, Per-
forming Arts Centre, Ballard School, New 
Milton ð July 22-25 at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 
adults, £5 child 14 & under. Box office: 
0845 166 8775 
 
Mozart, Melody & Motion : Ranger Pro-
ductions, Mowlem Theatre, Swanage ð July 
22-25 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Box 
office: 01929 422239 
 
Hamlet : Brownsea Open Air Theatre, 
Brownsea Island, Poole ð July 22 ð August 
7 (Mon, Weds, Fri) at 7.30pm. Tickets £19, 
inc. boat fare. Box office: 01202 251987 
 
Two: Churchill Productions, Tivoli Theatre, 
Wimborne ð July 23-25 at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£10, concs. £8. Box office: 01202 885566 
 
Three P Suite ð Princes, Paupers & Pi-
rates: Ringwood Musical & Dramatic Soci-
ety, Greyfriars Community Centre, Ring-
wood ð July 27 ð August 1. Tickets available  
from July 6 from Greyfriars. 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  

PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING FOR SHOWS 
YOU HAVE READ ABOUT HERE.  
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NOISES OFF 

CONGRATULATIONS to the lucky win-
ners of the competitions in our May issue. 
They were Mrs M Bundy of Southbourne, 
who won tickets for the Ellen Kent Turan-
dot at the Pavilion, and Mrs J Whittingham 
of Broadstone, whose prize was two tickets 
for  @Theatre Productionsõ Martha, Josie 
and the Chinese Elvis at the Pier Theatre. 
See page 9 of this monthõs magazine for a 
chance to win tickets to Chicago, starring 
Gary Wilmot., at Bournemouth Pavilion 
from July 27 to August 1. 
 
***********************************  
I was recently sent a leaflet for a charity 
classical concert, within which were potted 
biographies of those involved. One person 
had apparently had something published by 
the well-known music firm Boosey and 
Hawkes ð only it was clearly not quite so 
well-known by whoever put the leaflet to-
gether, who decided the correct spelling was 
Boozy and Hawks...    
 
***********************************  
THE programme for another local produc-
tion also set me wondering, since one prin-
cipalõs biography proudly told all those read-
ing it that ôhe first appeared on stage in a 
school production of Oklahoma, playing the 
title roleõ. So who exactly is this character 
Oklahoma??? I donõt think heõs ever ap-
peared in any version of the show Iõve seen.  
 
***********************************  
THE other day my husband gleefully 
handed me a piece of paper on which he 
had written a quote heõd read somewhere ð 
ôPay no attention to what critics say. No 
statue has ever been put up for a critic.õ 
Hmm. 
 

ONE of the cast members in New Forest 
Playersõ forthcoming production of Pack of 
Lies amazingly has a tenuous link with the 
events in this true-life spy story. His mother
-in-law lived in the same Ruislip street as 
the Krogers, vaguely knew them, and re-
members the arrests taking place. Further-
more, his brother-in-law, when a baby, was 
given a shilling by Helen Kroger herself, as 
she thought he was beautiful... 
 
***********************************  
ONE of the biggest difficulties any musical 
group faces is to find a regular accompanist, 
so it is good to report that Jean Hancock 
has been tinkling the ivories for Bourne-
mouth Gilbert and Sullivan Operatic Soci-
ety for an amazing quarter of a century, as 
well as helping out many other groups on 
occasion. 
It is also largely due to Jeanõs sterling efforts 
that the G&S Societyõs annual carol singing 
sessions have raised many thousands of 
pounds for the Macmillan Unit at Christ-
church Hospital.  
 
***********************************  
ITõS certainly the season for oddities in 
print. Just yesterday evening I read a pro-
gramme biography of someone who has 
apparently played the role of Freddie in that 
well-known musical Eynsford Hillé No, 
Iõm not making it up, and the title My Fair 
Lady wasnõt there at all, honestly! 
 
***********************************   
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PREVIEWS 

HAVING had their intended summer play, 
Stepping Out, scuppered by a professional 
production elsewhere in the area, Burley 
Players will be presenting the comedy No 
Time For Fig Leaves at Burley Village Hall 
from July 9-11. 
Imagine a world without men. Heaven? Or 
the opposite? Well, thatõs the situation in 
this witty comedy. Written in 1964 by Dun-
can Greenwood & Robert King, thereõs 
much humour envisaging (shock, horror) a 
lady Prime Minister and an all-female re-
gime. Theyõre doing very nicely without the 
men, who have been eliminated in a radia-
tion accident. Or maybe not ð and thereõs 
the crux of the comedy. 
 
***********************************  
THEREõS a popular saying that if you can 
remember the 60s then you werenõt there. I 
can, and I was, so Iõm looking forward to 
Wessex Entertainersõ  Searching The Sixties 
at Kinson Community Centre on July 17. 
Written and directed by Sarah Vandervelde, 
this ôoriginal story incorporating loads of 
fab sixties songsõ includes favourites such as 
Leader Of The Pack, Pretty Woman, The 
Locomotion, Letõs Dance, Chapel Of Love, 
Walking Back To Happiness, Bobbyõs Girl, 
Puppet On A String, Sealed With A Kiss, 
Bye Bye Baby and many more. 
 
***********************************  
THE exploits of Ankh-Morpork City Night 
Watch, more-or-less under the command of 
Captain Vimes, are brought to life in Zenith 
Theatre Companyõs next production, Men 
At Arms, which is at St Aldhelmõs Hall, 
Branksome, on July 17 & 18. 
Murdered clowns, assassins on the loose ð 
and where has the Gonne gone? 
 

The usual array of dwarves, trolls and vari-
ous politically correct people try to work 
things out. Perhaps Corporal Carrot will 
save the day and Vimes and Lady Ramkin 
will live happily ever after. And who shall be 
King?  Be sure the wisdom of the Patrician 
will oversee all. 
Ian Roth directs the usual array of Zenith 
suspects in this Stephen Briggs adaptation 
of Sir Terry Pratchettõs Discworld novel. 
 
***********************************  
IF youõd like to travel a little further afield 
for your theatergoing, why not visit Romsey 
Abbey, where RAODS will be performing 
an outdoor production of Shakespeareõs 
Twelfth Night from July 21-24. 
Viola and her twin brother Sebastian are 
shipwrecked in Illyria. Neither knows the 
fate of the other and, believing her brother 
to be dead, Viola adopts a manly disguise 
and takes on the name of Cesario. In this 
guise she enters the service of Orsino, the 
Duke of Illyria. Orsino is wooing a 
neighbouring Countess, Olivia. Viola 
(Cesario) falls in love with Orsino. Unbe-
known to Viola, her brother Sebastian ar-
rives on the scene which, with a number of 
cases of mistaken identity, adds to the farce. 
Oliviaõs household runs under the Steward-
ship of the conceited Malvolio and is shared 
with Oliviaõs uncle, Sir Toby Belch, and his 
foppish friend Sir Andrew Aguecheek. With 
the help of Maria, Oliviaõs Lady in Waiting, 
a plot is hatched to bring Malvolio down to 
size. 
Comical chaos ensues with mistaken iden-
tity, cross-dressing, fights and duels culmi-
nating in a volley of unlikely weddings! 
 
***********************************  
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FOR the past 31 years The Bournemouth 
Shakespeare Players have weaved their 
magic over audiences in the Priory House 
Gardens in Christchurch.  This year they 
cast their spell over the gardens with A 
Midsummer Nightõs Dream, the first Shake-
speare that the company performed back in 
1979.  
 
In its original performances, it was pre-
sented in daylight on the simple thrust stage 
of an Elizabethan playhouse, where, per-
haps, the balcony at the rear of the stage 
provided Titania with her bower. No scen-
ery and a minimum of props allowed the 
action to move swiftly and the audience to 
focus on the richly evocative language of 
the play. Music and costume added to the 
effect.  
Using the delightful natural setting of the 
Priory House Garden, Christchurch, the 
Players hope to transport you to the fantasy 
world of Titania and Oberon in this, one of 
Shakespeareõs most popular comedies.   
 
The production takes place from Tuesday 
14 - Saturday 18 and Tuesday 21 ð Saturday 
25 July. Tickets are available from the Tour-
ist Information Centre, High Street, Christ-
church, and The Tempest Restaurant, 
Christchurch, who are again lending their 
support to the production this year.  
And thereõs no need to worry about the 
weather, as tickets are  valid for any night - 
you buy the ticket and then choose the 
night you want to see the play, which will be 
directed by Kevin Dicker and Natalie 
Green. Costumes will again be from the 
Royal Shakespeare Company, Stratford-
upon-Avon and the Playerõs own wardrobe 
and designed by Kerry Jackman.  

A MIDSUMMER NIGHTõS DREAM Bltc ad 



 

8 

 



 

 9 

WIN TICKETS FOR CHICAGO AT THE PAVILION 
 
 

  òMURDER, greed, corruption, exploitation, adultery and 
treachery...all those things we hold near and dear to our 
hearts.ó So begins the international award-winning musical 
Chicago, starring Gary Wilmot as Billy Flynn and Emma Bar-
ton (East Enders) as Roxie Hart, which comes to Bourne-
mouth Pavilion (08445 763 000) from July 27 to August 1. 
 
Based on real life events back in the roaring 1920s, nightclub 
singer Roxie Hart shoots her lover and, along with Cell Block 
rival double-murderess Velma Kelly, fights to keep out of 
Death Row with the help of smooth-talking lawyer Billy Flynn. 
 
Created by the musical theatre talents of John Kander, Fred 
Ebb and legendary choreographer Bob Fosse, Chicagoõs sexy, 
sassy score includes All That Jazz and Razzle Dazzle. With 6 
Tony, 2 Olivier, I Grammy, 2 Bafta and 6 Academy Awards, 
Chicago truly is òThe sharpest, slickest show on the blockó, as 
The Times described it. 
 
A nightclub singer, a double-murderess, a smooth-talking law-
yer and a cell block of sin: it would be a crime to miss it. 
 
For your chance to win a pair of tickets for the opening night, 
please answer the question below and send your entries, to-
gether with your name, address and telephone number, to 
Scene One, Ashmoor Lodge, Ham Lane, Hampreston, Wim-
borne, Dorset, BH21 7LT, or e-mail sceneone@talktalk.net by 
the closing date of MONDAY JULY 20. 
 

QUESTION: Who will be playing the role of Billy Flynn in 
Chicago? 
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PREVIEWS 

THE  award winning Highcliffe Charity 
Players return to St Markõs Hall, Highcliffe 
this summer to present Iõm Not Being 
FunnyéButé, an entertaining evening of 
music, dance and comedy, performed caba-
ret style over five nights from Tuesday 21 to 
Saturday 25 July. Tickets include a cold sup-
per served in the interval and a programme, 
and, as usual, profits from the show will be 
donated to local charities. 
HCPõs latest fast moving, laughter packed 
revue showcases a range of musical medleys 
- both old favourites and current musical 
numbers - from the Jersey Boys celebrating 
music by Frankie Valli and The Four Sea-
sons to the music of Queen with a medley 
from We Will Rock You. Featured along-
side the medleys are a variety of hilarious 
comic sketches.  
Iõm Not Being FunnyéButé is directed by 
Georgina Smith and choreographed by 
Louise King with Ian Carter as Musical 
Director.  The 17-strong Company is drawn 
from current members of HCP.  
Director and current HCP Chairman Geor-
gina Smith comments: òItõs always great to 
be back at St. Markõs Hall, the original 
ôhomeõ of Charity Players.  Our summer 
supper revues remain a firm favourite with 
cast and audience alike, and give us the op-
portunity to show off the varied talents of 
the Players and to get ôup close and per-
sonalõ in an intimate venue.   
òAnd this yearõs show promises to be a fun 
evening ð tuneful, exuberant and sometimes 
just a little bit risqué too, with some of the 
sketches containing adult humour ð and a 
few balloons!ó 
Founded in 1971, the Players have become 
one of Dorsetõs most celebrated and versa-
tile amateur groups.  

Their recent pantomime, Sleeping Beauty, 
attracted packed houses at the Regent Cen-
tre, Christchurch, in January, and last yearõs 
World War Two musical Happy as a Sand-
bag was an acclaimed sell-out. 
 
***********************************  
FROM July 22-25 at the Performing Arts 
Centre, Ballard School, New Milton, Mau-
reen Beven directs New Forest Players in 
Hugh Whitemoreõs play, Pack of Lies. 
Based on a true story, the plot centres on 
the relationship between Bob & Barbara 
Jackson and their friends and neighbours 
Peter & Helen Kroger. The suburban cosi-
ness is shattered when Peter and Helen are 
arrested and charged with espionage. 
This play is not only a tense and enthralling 
thriller, but also a sensitive study of how 
repeated lying can undermine even the clos-
est of friendships. 
The cast is Alan Dester, Jane Sykes, Laura 
Cantegriel, Debbie Crowton, David 
Hughes, Mike Snell, Barbara Evans and 
Elaine Reed. 
 
***********************************  
IF youõre a dance and musical theatre fan 
then you wonõt want to miss Ranger Pro-
ductionsõ Mozart, Melody and Motion at the 
Mowlem Theatre, Swanage, from July 22-
25. 
June Rangerõs dance school has been in 
Swanage for over 40 years, with many for-
mer pupils now professional dancers. June 
and her daughter Caroline, who after train-
ing with June was accepted at the Royal 
Ballet School, now run the school jointly, 
and their shows at the Mowlem, which in-
corporate song as well as dance, are of an 
exceptional standard.    
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PREVIEWS 

IF  the recent spell of hot weather has had 
you dusting off your picnic baskets and 
planning tempting salads ð donõt miss out 
on one of the summerõs top attractions - 
Shakespeare on Brownsea Island.  
Brownsea Open Air Theatreõs production 
this year is, arguably, Shakespeareõs most 
famous play ð Hamlet. Performances are on 
Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays from July 
22 ð August 7. 

 BOAT is a registered charity and all per-
formances are in aid of The National Trust. 
This is the companyõs 46th season in sup-
port of the Trust and over £100,000 has 
already been donated. 
Director, Jo Puttick, is well-known to 
BOAT patrons for his stunning productions 
including King Lear and The Merry Wives 
of Windsor.  
The set includes some very ingenious use of 
different levels, and many of the costumes 
are being created by staff and students from 
Bournemouth Arts Institute, who delighted 
audiences with their artistry last year. 
Rehearsals are well under way and Neil 
Mathieson (Hamlet) and Brian Woolton 
(Laertes) are busy practising their swordplay 
in preparation for the exciting final scene. 
The rest of the cast includes many well 
known local actors who are BOAT regulars: 
Angela Whyatt (Gertrude), Harry Susser 
(Claudius), Don Gent (Polonius) - and oth-
ers who are very experienced but new to 
BOAT; Sadie Parsons (Ophelia) and Paul de 
Burton (Gravedigger). 
***********************************   
CHURCHILL Productions will be back at 
Wimborneõs Tivoli Theatre from July 23-25 
with Jim Cartwrightõs bitter-sweet comedy, 
Two. 
 

Although the company presented the play 
some two or three years ago, this is a new 
production with a new director, Pete Tal-
man. 
He says: òThe play is a two-hander which 
explores a range of characters who frequent 
a northern pub, and scrutinises the frag-
menting relationship of the landlord and 
landlady. As with all of Cartwrightõs writing, 
Two is character driven and many of the 
poignant monologues are enlivened by his 
gritty poetic language. He is also adept at 
providing both hilarious and agonising in-
sights into close relationships that make the 
play highly entertaining and profoundly 
unsettling. Jan Wyld and John Billington 
play all the roles with an outstanding eye 
and ear for detail. 
Students sometimes lack the confidence to 
find the required performance pitch in their 
own work and will benefit from seeing this 
play performed with such skill ð as well, of 
course, as enjoying a highly stimulating eve-
ning in the theatre.ó 
This production will also be touring to the 
Electric Palace, Bridport (July 17), Marinerõs 
Hall, Beer (July 18), Shore Hotel, Port St. 
Mary, Isle of Man (July 29 & 30) and Cen-
tenary Hall, Peel, Isle of Man (July 31, Au-
gust 1). 
 
***********************************  
RINGWOOD Musical & Dramatic Soci-
etyõs three-part summer show, this year 
entitled Three P Suite ð Princes, Paupers 
and Pirates, takes place at Greyfriars from 
July 27-August 1. This unusual, unique mix 
of comedy, song and dance is always well 
worth seeing, but regularly sells out, so if 
you want to be there ð remember that the 
early bird catches the worm.    



 

12 

 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

 
 
 
1. Who wrote the music and lyrics for the musical 70 Girls 70? 
 
2. Which Surrey theatre is named after a famous actress? 
 
3. Which Alan Ayckbourn play is set on a river boat? 
 
4. In Gilbert & Sullivanõs Ruddigore, who is disguised as Robin Oakapple? 
 
5. In the musical Cats, what is the name of the Glamour Cat? 
 
6. Parker is the butler in which Oscar Wilde play? 
 
7. Sir Toby Belch appears in which Shakespeare play? 
 
8. Letõs Go Fly A Kite and Practically Perfect are numbers from which mu-
sical? 
 
9. Who wrote the play A Voyage Round My Father, and what was his other 
profession? 
 
10. What adjective is used to describe a theatre that is closed? 
 
 

 

ANSWERS 

1. John Kander & Fred Ebb;  2. The Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, Guildford;  3. Way Up-
stream;  4. Sir Ruthven Murgatroyd;  5. Grizabella;  6. Lady Windermereõs Fan;  7. 
Twelfth Night;  8. Mary Poppins;  9. John Mortimer. A lawyer;  10. Dark. 
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P&P SINGERSõ SUCCESS 

ITõS funny when you think about it, al-
though modern instruments and modern 
halls exist, most choirs work with battered 
pianos, tatty rehearsal facilities and depend 
on the talents of their director and accom-
panist, to see them through. The same 
thing with travel: a few years ago, when 
singing at festivals, out would come the 
maps for directions and, for comedians, 
oneõs partnerõs navigating abilities were a 
rich source of material. 
 
Have things changed? Not much. ôSingersõ 
were due to sing at Portsmouth Festival, 
where the Sat Nav delivered the car I was 
travelling in, admittedly very precisely, to a 
firmly locked and barred gate. 
 
Despite the panics we arrived on time. 
Portsmouth was a familiar stamping ground 
for us as we had sung there a couple of 
years ago. 2009 was almost a reversal of our 
fortunes of the previous visit. We were, letõs 
confess, just a bit shaky, at the beginning of 
the day and after two classes we had not 
won a thing, although we had picked up 
two ôhighly commendedsõ (84-86 points). It 
was frustrating, we knew we could do bet-
ter, but we were not delivering and the ex-
cellent adjudicator was picking out our 
weak spots with unerring accuracy. Late in 
the morning we sang in the ôOwn choiceõ 
class and this ended with a distinction (87-
89 points) and a subsequent win, cue collec-
tive sigh of relief, although it was tight deci-
sion. 
 
Now came the important bit, lunch. We set 
off in convoy to a welcoming hostelry that 
brilliantly fed and watered us in very short 
order. Thus fortified, we made our way 

back for the afternoon session.  
I donõt know what it is about pubs and 
P&P and I am equally sure it is not for eve-
ryone, but, not for the first time, the choir 
went to a pub for a break and came out in 
championship form. The ladies started off 
by winning their class with a ôhighly com-
mendedõ. The whole choir followed with a 
distinction and a win in the ômixed bagõ 
class and this was followed, for the first 
time, with the Singerõs men entering a class 
(Male Voice Choir) on their own.  
 
Now the men have never been allowed off 
the leash before, so perhaps we had a point 
to prove. Setting off with ôThe Gendarmesõ 
and accompanying choreography (not a 
pretty sight), this was followed by ôWhy we 
Singõ. We knew that the boss was not par-
ticularly happy with our performance ð 
because you canõt keep anything secret in 
P&P ð but we had had a thoroughly enjoy-
able time and we knew we were good. The 
adjudicator agreed and thought we were 
brilliant: òWhat a wonderfully ramshackle 
lot!ó he wrote, and gave us a ôdistinctionõ. 
So thatõs all right then!  
 
But it was the Singers, as a whole, that left 
the best until last, with the final competi-
tion of the afternoon, the recital class. 
Without boring you too much with self-
congratulatory, back-slapping copy, we won 
it with ôHonoursõ which, in points terms, is 
90 plus and not many of these get handed 
out. After weõd had our photographs taken 
with the trophies and the adjudicator, we 
climbed on board our various modes of 
transport and, with silver clanking, made 
our way home,  no Sat.Nav necessary! 
Crispin Goodall. 
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THE Arena Theatre 2009 season started in May with Eugene Ionescoõs Rhinoceros, which 
proved very popular ð so popular, in fact, that sadly they were forced to turn people away 
at the door as they were over-full. And although ôbook now to avoid disappointmentõ is a 
bit of a sales cliché, based on their experience already, they are urging everyone to do just 
that, or risk real disappointment on the door. 
 
Arena have been performing an eclectic mixture of comedy, drama, childrenõs shows and 
musicals for more than twenty years, and are proud not to be pigeonholed within any one 
particular style, genre or author over another, giving them a real range of productions to 
keep things fresh for their members and ð of course ð the audience. 
 
The remaining 2009 season consists of three more choice and exciting productions in the 
lovely setting of the Regent Centre Studio Theatre. First, on August 25-27, the regionõs 
amateur premiere of Yasmina Rezaõs Tony and Olivier Award-winning comedy, Art. The 
following week, September 1-3, they follow this up with Amanda Whittingtonõs much-
loved comedy, Ladiesõ Day; and finally the year is brought to a close with Richard Brinsley 
Sheridanõs classic, The Rivals, on November 23, 25 & 27. 
 
Art will be directed by Bernard Dunleavy and will star Simon Merideth, Paul Nelson and 
Gareth Richards. Ladiesõ Day will be directed by Pamela Brewer and stars Louise King, 
Tracey Challen, Lindsay Edwards, Claire Hunt and Adam Donoghue. The Rivals will be 
directed by Tim Wallace-Abbot, with the cast yet to be announced. 
 
Tickets for all shows are a recession-busting £7.50 each ð however, Arena are offering a 
MultiBuy option, whereby audiences can buy a ticket for all three shows for the reduced 
rate of just £19.50! Three nights out for under twenty pounds is not to be sniffed at in this 
day and age, especially when the entertainment is of a consistently high standard as befits 
one of the areaõs most popular and diverse theatre companies. 
 
All their 2009 productions are breaths of fresh air for the local theatre scene, being shows 
rarely produced (The Rivals), challenging in content and message (Rhinoceros), or pre-
mieres in the area of top-drawer theatre and comedy (Art and Ladiesõ Day). With the choice 
on offer, Arena are confident that there will be something for everyone in their line-up for 
the rest of the year, and look forward to seeing you all there! 
 
Book now to avoid disappointment via the Regent Centre Box Office on 01202 499199 

ARENAõS WINNING FORMULA SELLS TICKETS 
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 



 

16 

 

 


