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SCENE ONE, a non-profit -
making magazine, is distrib-
uted monthly in Dorset and 
Hampshire, free of  charge, 
to those with a proven inter-
est in the Arts, and it is also 
available for download from 
our website, 
www.sceneone.biz, giving 
our advertisers an even wider  
audience. 
 
If  you think YOU could 
benefit from advertising in 
these pages, please contact 
us at sceneone@talktalk.net 
 

 
 

DONõT forget to take a look at 
our website, www.sceneone.biz 
for the very latest local theatre 
news and reviews - the latter 

printed in full - plus much more. 
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EDITORIAL  
 

IF you think that this monthõs issue is a little unusual in places Iõm 
sure youõre probably right. Thatõs what happens when I have time on 
my hands and I go through my ôodds and endsõ file to see  whatõs lurk-
ing there. Perhaps though itõs just that all the recent good weather has 
addled my brain somewhat. Or it could be all that champagne Iõve 
been drinking (I wish!) to celebrate Scene Oneõs second birthday.   
Yes, weõre two years old now, something that I never thought possible, 
and I do hope that in that time youõve found the magazine useful. Cer-
tainly it has introduced me to some venues and companies I previ-
ously knew nothing about, and if even just a few of our readers have 
experienced the same thing then weõre achieving what we set out to 
do. 
Meanwhile, the spell-checker calls. Oh joy.  

  
Linda Kirkman 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHATõS INSIDE 
 

Page 4 : Whatõs Happening  
Page 5 : Noises Off 
Page 6 : Previews 
Page 7 : Previews 
Page 8 : Competition  
Page 9 : Competition 
Page 10 : August Pin-Up 
Page 11 : Previews 
Page 12 : How Well Do You Know Your Theatre? 
Page 13 : Summer At The Regent Centre 
Page 14 : Dedication To Duty 
Page 15 : About Our Sponsors 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 
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Hamlet: Brownsea Open Air Theatre, 
Brownsea Island, Poole ð until August 7 
(Mon, Weds, Fri) at 7.30pm. Tickets £19, 
inc. boat fare. Box office: 01202 251987  
 
Bombshells: RAODS, Green Room, Plaza 
Theatre, Romsey ð August 4-8 at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £7.50. Box office: 01794 512987 
 
Daisy Pulls It Off:  Knollsea Productions 
Juniors, Mowlem Theatre, Swanage ð Au-
gust 5-8 at 7.30pm. Tickets £7 adults, £6 
OAP/students, £5 children. Box office: 
01929 422239 
 
Third Week In August: RAODS, Romsey 
Abbey Grounds ð August 19-21 at 7.30pm.  
Tickets £10.  Box office: 01794 512987 
 
Art: Arena Theatre, Regent Centre Studio, 
Christchurch ð August 25-27 at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £7.50 (multibuy option for 3 of the 
4 season plays £19.50) f rom 
arena.theatre@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Adam Myers & Guests: Green Room, 
Plaza Theatre, Romsey ð August 28 at 
8.30pm. Tickets £8. Box office: 07541 
341805 
 
Ladiesõ Day:  Arena Theatre, Regent Cen-
tre Studio, Christchurch ð September 1-3 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £7.50 (multibuy option for 
3 of the 4 season plays £19.50) from 
arena.theatre@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Plays ônõ Chips 19: Broadstone Players, 
War Memorial Hall, Broadstone ð Septem-
ber 5,11,12 at 8pm. Tickets £9.50 (inc. fish 
& chip supper) 
 

Youõre In Room Eight: Bournemouth 
Little Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton 
ð September 7-12 at 7.45pm. Tickets from 
£7. Box office: 01202 417489 (8-9pm, M-F) 
 
Pageant: Music Theatre South, Hanger 
Farm Arts Centre, Totton, Southampton ð 
September 10-12. Tickets £8 (10th only), 
£10 all other performances. Box office: 023 
80 667683 
 
Blithe Spirit: All Saints Dramatic Society, 
De La Salle Theatre, Southbourne ð Sep-
tember 10-12 at 7.30pm. Tickets £8.50. Box 
office: 01202 568545 
 
Audition For A Writer/Gilhooley Came: 
Jack Snell Productions, Kinson Community 
Centre ð September 17 & 18 at 7.45pm. 
Tickets £8, concs. £7, available at door 
 
An Evening of One-Act Plays: P&P Play-
ers, Bournemouth Little Theatre Club, 
Jameson Road, Winton ð September 18 at 
7.30pm, 19 at 2.30pm & 7.30pm. Tickets 
£8.50. Box office: 01258 840080 
 
Pack of Lies: RAODS, Plaza Theatre, 
Romsey ð September 22-26. Box office: 
01794 512987 
 
The Gondoliers: Christchurch Gilbert & 
Sullivan Society, Regent Centre, Christ-
church ð September 23-26 at 7.30pm, mat 
Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £12.50, concs. 
£11.50. Box office: 01202 499199 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  

PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING FOR SHOWS 
YOU HAVE READ ABOUT HERE.  

mailto:arena.theatre@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:arena.theatre@yahoo.co.uk
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NOISES OFF 

ZENITH Theatre Company are searching 
for new members for their October produc-
tion, Zenithõs Wild West Show, which will 
feature hits from the western musicals such 
as Annie Get Your Gun, Paint Your Wagon 
and Seven Brides For Seven Brothers. Re-
hearsals are at St Aldhelmõs on Friday or 
Tuesday evenings plus a few Sundays nearer 
to the show. If you are interested call Ann 
on 01202 723588.  
 
***********************************  
BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Clubõs 
Acting Workshop is now closed for the 
summer and will re-open on Wednesday 
September 16, when new members will be 
very welcome. 
The general format is as follows: 
7.30-8.30 ð acting exercises, theatre games 
and improvisations 
8.30-8.45 ð coffee 
8.45-10.00 ð rehearsals for Christmas Enter-
tainment 
For more details contact Ginny Harrington 
on 01202 423888. 
 
***********************************   
D O R S E T  Theatregoersõ Club 
(Bournemouth Area) recently held its 21st 
AGM at the Cumberland Hotel in Bourne-
mouth, attended by 120 members. At the 
AGM, member Joyce White, who founded 
the Bournemouth Area Group, was ap-
pointed Honorary President in recognition 
of her many years of sterling work and ser-
vice. 
The Club runs monthly trips to matinees, 
and so far this year has been to Southamp-
ton, Southsea, Richmond, Brighton, Guild-
ford, London and Sonning. Future visits 
include Bath, Chichester, London to see the 
new musical Sister Act, and Salisbury. 

Coaches pick up at locations across the 
Poole and Bournemouth area and anyone 
interested in joining (£10 for singles and 
£15 for couples at the same address) should 
contact Peter Cook on 01202 723445 or 
David Green on 01202 854682  or at 
dgreenandwvoce@tiscali.co.uk  
 
***********************************  
OCTOBER may seem a long way off, but 
Ferndown Drama Group are already think-
ing about their as-yet undecided play at the 
end of that month. 
Richard Coleman will be directing his first 
full-length production for the group, and 
hopes to find something that is known to 
people, and with a large cast. 
If you are interested in getting involved, 
readings will commence on Monday August 
3 at 7.30pm in the Stapehill Room at the 
Barrington Centre, Ferndown, with subse-
quent rehearsals on Monday and Wednes-
day evenings, also at the Centre. 
Richard is also looking for people to help 
out backstage, and with set building, so if 
you would like to be involved in any capac-
ity call new membersõ secretary Chrissie 
Davies on 07870 512277 for more informa-
tion, or take a look at the website 
www.ferndowndrama.org.uk ð see the ôjoin 
usõ section. 
Finally, if you just prefer to watch produc-
tions, the Groupõs Patronsõ Scheme costs 
just £18 per person per year. This entitles 
you to a free ticket to all 3 shows ðwhich at 
£7.50 per ticket gives you an immediate 
saving of £4.50 - plus an invite to the an-
nual Stage Door event.   
 
***********************************  



 

6 

 
PREVIEWS 

RAODS will be performing Joanna Murray-
Smithõs Bombshells at the Plaza Theatre, 
Romsey, from August 4-8. 
Bombshells is a show reflecting the lives of 
five different women: a stressed-out 
mother, a widow with a secret, a bride on 
her wedding day, a teenager dealing with a 
crisis during a talent contest and a cactus 
lover coping with a relationship break-up. 
Joanna Murray-Smithõs original production 
of the show sold out two seasons in Mel-
bourne and won two Fringe Firsts at the 
Edinburgh Festival. 
One critic said: ôJoanna has a brilliant nose 
for neuroses and stress and an uncanny 
ability to convert it into comedy...men enjoy 
the play because they recognize elements of 
their partners in the show, while women see 
reflections of friends or themselves.õ 
 
***********************************   
KNOLLSEA Productionsõ Junior section 
will be at the  Mowlem Theatre in Swanage 
from August 5-8 with Denise Deeganõs 
spiffing schoolgirl comedy Daisy Pulls It 
Off. 
Scholarship girl Daisy Meredith is ignored 
and pilloried by her snobbish fellow pupils 
at Grangewood School until several unex-
pected events help them to see her in a new 
light. 
Watch out for Mowlem administrator Brian 
Travers in the role of the Headmistress. 
 
***********************************  
RAODS are certainly making their 75th 
anniversary year one to remember, and 
theyõre back again with another show ð 
Peter Gordonõs Third Week In August. 
Theyõll be taking it down to the world-
famous Minack Theatre in Cornwall, but 
before then itõll be closer to home.  

In ðer ð the third week in August, 19-21 to 
be precise, you can see the show in the 
open air at Romsey Abbey, with perform-
ances inside in the event of extremely bad 
weather.  
If youõve ever been near a caravan site youõll 
probably recognize a few of the characters. 
Sue, deciding to try a ôget away from every-
bodyõ caravan holiday, little realizes that she 
is booked into the caravan site from hell! 
She is soon taken under the wing of expert, 
but inadequate, caravanner Neville - when 
heõs not engaged in battle with his wife or 
trying to cope with his separated sister-in-
law, that is. 
Matters become complicated with the arri-
val of the enthusiastic Tony and his reluc-
tant girlfriend. Neville decides that a com-
munal barbecue is the order of the day ð 
then things really start to hot up. 
If the weather is good, the Abbey Green 
can be used for picnics prior to the per-
formance. 
 
***********************************  
FRENCH playwright Yasmina Reza gar-
nered international acclaim for her 1994 
play Art, which won her numerous awards. 
Now local audiences can see it when Arena 
Theatre bring their production to the Re-
gent Centre Studio from August 25-27. 
Art concerns the cataclysmic effect on three 
friends, Serge, Marc and Yvan, when Serge 
purchases an expensive work of abstract art: 
a large painting consisting of white lines on 
a white canvas.  
As the three men engage in an on-going 
debate over the value of the painting, emo-
tions run high and the conflict escalates to 
the point of nearly destroying a long-
standing friendship.  
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PREVIEWS 

FOUNDER of Music Theatre South  and 
former Theatre 2000 performer Adam 
Myers will be singing in the Green Room at 
the Plaza Theatre, Romsey, on August 28. 
The evening will be a mix of musical theatre 
and contemporary material from artists who 
have inspired Adam over the years. Expect 
the songs of Billy Joel, Elton John, George 
Michael and Jerry Herman, plus new com-
posers such as Jason Robert Brown and 
Georgia Still. 
There will be an intimate, cabaret-club style 
with a bar open throughout the show, 
which will also include a five piece band and 
surprise guests. 
 
***********************************  
ARENA Theatre are back in the Regent 
Centre Studio at the beginning of Septem-
ber with Amanda Whittingtonõs play Ladiesõ 
Day. 
Work, love and life are just one long, hard 
slog for the fish-filleting foursome Pearl, 
Jan, Shelley and Linda. Friends together 
through gills, guts and guys these likely 
lassesõ fortunes are set to change when 
Linda finds tickets to Ladiesõ Day at Royal 
Ascot. Out go the hair-nets, overalls and 
wellies as the four ditch work, do them-
selves up to the nines and head off for a 
drink, a flirt and a flutter. 
However, they get more than they bar-
gained for at the races when they enter the 
hard-nosed world of the bookies. The skyõs 
the limit on their posh day out, and if their 
luck holds they could hit the jackpot. Rich 
men and exotic holidays could be theirs for 
the takingé 
 
***********************************  
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WIN A FAMILY TICKET FOR A DINOSAUR ENCOUNTER  
 

DINOSAUR Encounter, in association with The Natural History Museum, is at 
the BIC Solent Hall throughout August, with ticket prices at a very reasonable £6 
for adults, £4 for under 16s and £15 for a family.  
Are you brave enough to meet an Ankylosaurus, come face to face with Triceratops 
or stand beneath the jaws of a Tyrannosaurus Rex? Dinosaurs were among the most 
successful animals ever to live on the Earth, and their reign lasted over 160 million 
years. 
Now you can step back in time and meet them for yourself in a breathtaking adven-
ture that brings the Jurassic world to life with animatronics from Japanese innova-
tors Kokoro. 
And whatõs more, Scene One has a family ticket to give away. Just tell us which mu-
seum is associated with this event, sending your answer, together with your name 
and address, to Scene One, Ashmoor Lodge, Ham Lane, Hampreston, Wimborne, 
Dorset, BH21 7LT, or by e-mail to sceneone@talktalk.net, by Friday August 7. 
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WIN A FAMILY TICKET FOR ICE SKATING AT THE BIC  
 

THE Heart 102.3 Summer Ice Rink is open daily at the BIC Purbeck Hall until 
Sunday September 6. 
The rink is the UKõs largest temporary event of its kind and features ôIciclesõ, a 
separate area for smaller children and their parents. With a café and music, BIC 
Summer Ice Skating is a chance for the whole family to have safe, indoor entertain-
ment. 
On August 13 and September 3, Heart 102.3 will be hosting Heart Club Classics on 
Ice at the 7.15pm and 8.45pm sessions, playing some classic tunes to keep the 
crowd entertained. The Heart Angels will also be on hand at each event to hand out 
goodies. 
Tickets per session cost £7.50 for adults and £5.50 for under 16s. A family ticket 
costs £22, and Scene One has one of these to give away. Just tell us the name of the 
separate area for smaller children and their parents and send it, together with your 
name and address, to Scene One, Ashmoor Lodge, Ham Lane, Hampreston, Wim-
borne, Dorset, BH21 7LT, or by e-mail to sceneone@talktalk.net, by Friday Au-
gust 14.  
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AUGUST PIN-UP (?) 

KNOLLSEA Productionsõ recent show, Ray Cooneyõs Run For Your Wife, featured 
Mowlem Theatre Administrator Brian Travers in the smallish role of gay dress designer 
Bobby Franklyn. His trousers were quite the tightest I have ever seen on a man, and I canõt 
imagine how he managed to get into them, let alone move as well. It seemed a shame not to 
share the sight with others, so enjoy! 
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PREVIEWS 

BROADSTONE Playersõ annual Plays ônõ 
Chips evenings, consisting of three one-act 
plays and a fish and chip supper, take place 
at the War Memorial Hall, Tudor Road, on 
September 5, 11 and 12. 
Although a number of experienced mem-
bers are invariably involved, these plays give 
priority to newcomers, whether as directors 
or performers. This allows them to try out 
their skills without the pressures that a full-
length play brings. 
This yearõs plays are: The Table, by James 
Peterson ð a new playwright and a first per-
formance; Jennifer Johnstonõs The Nightin-
gale And Not The Lark; Anthony Boothõs 
Costa Del Packet.  
 
***********************************  
BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Clubõs 
first play of the new season, which will be 
performed at Jameson Road from Septem-
ber 7-12, is Youõre In Room Eight, written 
and directed by local award-winning play-
wright Les Clarke. 
The action takes place in a rather run-down 
guest house where Roger and Edna, who 
have got lost en-route to a special get-
together, are spending the night. 
It is not up to their usual standards and the 
proprietors, Derek and Lyn, are not as help-
ful as one would expect.  
Other guests include Alan and Claire, stay-
ing prior to a family funeral ð except that 
Alan has other ideas, being away from 
home without the children.  
Then thereõs Ray and Jill, who are having an 
affair and have booked a room for the 
weekend ð but things are not quite going to 
plan. 
 
 

The cast is Steve Hawker, Jenny Sibley, 
Russell Biles, Pam Goldsbrough, Pete Grif-
fiths, Tess Hutton, Adam Donoghue and 
Kathryn Oscier.  
 
***********************************   

    

FORTHCOMING AUDITIONS  
 

DIRECTOR Don Cherrett will soon 
be holding open auditions for Bourne-
mouth Little Theatre Clubõs December 
production, Ray Cooney and John 
Chapmanõs Not Now Darling. 
This former West End farce is set in the 
London fur salon of Bodley, Bodley and 
Crouch. Gilbert Bodley plans to sell an 
expensive mink to Harry McMichael 
cheaply for Harryõs wife, Janie, with 
whom Gilbert is planning an affair. 
However, instead of doing his own dirty 
work, he gets his reluctant partner, Ar-
nold Crouch, to close the sale for him. 
Things go awry when Harry plans to buy 
the mink for his OWN mistress, and 
soon Gilbertõs entire plan goes, quite 
literally, out of the window. The unex-
pected arrival of Gilbertõs wife, Maude, 
adds to the confusion of mistaken iden-
tities, scantily clad women kept hidden 
in closets and other misguided shoppers 
who get caught up in the tangle of this 
fast-paced comedy. 
There are parts for both men and 
women in all age ranges. 
The read-through at Jameson Road is on 
August 21 at 7.30pm, with auditions at 
the same venue and time on 23 so if you 
are interested just go along. 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

 
1. In Shakespeareõs The Taming of the Shrew, who is Katharinaõs suitor? 
 
2. Which play takes place entirely in the Portersõ one-room flat in the Mid-
lands? 
 
3. Which nautical character appears in two of Gilbert & Sullivanõs operas? 
 
4. Who wrote the lyrics for the musical The Producers? 
 
5. In a theatre, what is a catwalk? 
 
6. Lovely Ladies is a number from which musical? 
 
7. In which year did the Chichester Festival Theatre open? 
 
8. Which historical character features in Robert Boltõs play A Man For All 
Seasons? 
 
9. When did the Barbican Theatre open? 
 
10. The Palace Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue, opened in 1891. What was its 
original name?  
 
 
 

 

ANSWERS 

1. Petruchio;  2.Look Back In Anger;  3.Captain Corcoran (HMS Pinafore & Utopia Ltd); 
4. Mel Brooks;  5. An iron bridge running across the top of the stage enabling access to 
hang scenery;  6. Les Miserables;  7. 1962;  8. Sir Thomas More; 9. 1982;  10. The Royal 
English Opera House.  
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SUMMER AT THE REGENT CENTRE  

STARS of the classic childrenõs television 
programme Rainbow take to the Christ-
church Regent Centre stage on Saturday 
August 22 with a brand-new live theatre 
show, Zippy Superstar DJ. 
Zippyõs life suddenly changes when he wins 
a hit record contract with Yellow Peril Re-
cords. With only a few hours to get Zippy 
ready before he leaves the Rainbow House, 
the gang pull together to help turn Zippy 
into a star. The record is a huge hit and 
quickly earns him Superstar status, but 
when Zippy starts to miss his Rainbow 
friends he has to decide where and who 
heõd rather be! 
Zippy Superstar DJ, which is produced and 
directed by Mike Newman Jnr., features all 
of the fun ingredients associated with the 
popular Rainbow TV show and includes 
sing-along songs, games and giggles. It is 
suitable for ages three years and upwards. 
The show is at 1.30pm and 3.30pm. Tickets 
are £10, concessions £8, from the box of-
fice on 01202 499199. 
 
**********************************  
 

IF youõre a fan of 60s music then you wonõt 
want to miss P J Proby, together with 
guests Brian Poole and Vanity Fare, in con-
cert at the Regent on October 30. 
The show will feature such hits as Maria, 
Hold Me, Somewhere, Together, Mission 
Bell, American Trilogy, Hitchinõ A Ride, 
Early In The Morning, I Live For The Sun, 
Do You Love Me, Twist And Shout and 
Candyman. 
Tickets are £18, concessions £17, from the 
box office on 01202 499199. 
 
**********************************  
NOT quite summer, I know, but following 
the stupendously successful inaugural satel-
lite presentation of the National Theatreõs 
Phedre, the Regent Centre has announced 
the next play in the season.  
Shakespeareõs Allõs Well That Ends Well, 
the cast of which includes Oliver Ford Da-
vies and Clare Higgins, will be broadcast 
direct from the National to the Regent Cen-
tre on Thursday October 1. 
Tickets, price £10, are now on sale from 
01202 499199.  
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SCENE ONEõS CIRCULATION AREA HAS INCREASED CON-
SIDERABLY OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, AND DEPUTY 
EDITOR LYN RICHELL IS ALWAYS LOOKING TO EXTEND 
OUR PROFILE EVEN FURTHER.  
 
HOWEVER, I DO FEEL THAT PERHAPS SHE MAY HAVE 
GONE A LITTLE TOO FAR THIS TIME ð OR IS IT THAT SHE 
ENJOYED HER RECENT HOLIDAY IN HALKIDIKI SO MUCH 
THAT SHEõD LIKE TO RETURN THERE ON A REGULAR BA-
SIS? 
 
NICE TRY LYN, AND IõLL MAKE A DEAL WITH YOU. IF YOU 
PAY YOUR OWN AIR FARE AND HOTEL COSTS, IõLL PRO-
VIDE THE MAGAZINES. SOUNDS REASONABLE TO ME.  
 LINDA K.    
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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