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EDITORIAL  
Writing Scene One here at home means that there are many tempta-
tions close at hand to stop me actually sitting down and getting on 
with my work. Most of the time I can combine time-wasting with 
making sure that the information I need is close at hand, but the week 
before my deadline usually finds me in panic mode as I see that all-
important date looming before a single page has been completed. This 
month, for instance, I set aside two days to get the magazine com-
pleted. As I write it is 8pm on day two, and I have almost finished ð 
but at one point earlier today I was almost at the point of ripping the 
telephone from the wall to stop it ringing yet again. I have also re-
cently discovered the dubious delights of Facebook and its various 
quizzes and games, all of which combine to take my mind off the task 
I should be concentrating on. But, as you can now see, I finally made 
it and Octoberõs issue is here. Itõs a busy month theatre-wise, so Iõm 
sure youõll find something to tempt you away from the comfort of your 
armchair. 

Linda Kirkman 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Talking Heads: RAODS, Plaza Theatre, 
Romsey ð October 8-10 at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£6.  Box office: 01794 512987 
 
Ring Twice And Ask For Jane: Castle 
Players, Village Hall, Lytchett Matravers ð 
October 14-17 at 7.45pm. Tickets £7, 
concs. £6. Box office: 01202 623904 
 
Opera Concert: Silhouette Opera, St Al-
banõs Church, Linwood Road, Bourne-
mouthñOctober 17 at 7pm. Box office: 
01202 533545  
 
Soiree: Ringwood Musical & Dramatic So-
ciety, The Hub, Verwood ð October 20, 22, 
23, 24, November 3, 6, 7. Tickets £10. Box 
office: 10, Poulner Park, Ringwood, Hants., 
BH24 1TZ or Soireesam1@aol.com 
 
Day Of Reckoning: Ferndown Drama 
Group, Barrington Theatre, Ferndown ð 
October 21-24 at 7.45pm. Tickets £7.50. 
Box off ice: 01202 578048 or 
www.ferndowndrama.org.uk 
 
Steel Magnolias: Wimborne Drama, Tivoli 
Theatre, Wimborne ð October 22-24 at 
7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £8 eves, 
£7 mat. Box office: 01202 885566 
 
Zenithõs Wild West Show: Zenith Theatre 
Company, St Aldhelmõs Hall, Branksome ð 
October 23 & 24. Details 01202 723588 
 
This Thing Called Love: Milton Musical 
Society, St Markõs Church Hall, Highcliffe ð 
October 23 at 7.30pm, 24 & 25 at 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. Tickets £12.50 inc. fish & chip 
supper (eves) or cream tea (mats). Box of-
fice: 0845 872 3444 

Mort : RAODS, Plaza Theatre, Romsey ð 
October 27-31 at 7.30pm. Tickets £7 (Tues 
only) & £9. Box office: 01794 512987 
 
Shadowlands: Bournemouth Little Theatre 
Club, Jameson Road, Winton ð October 26-
31 at 7.45pm. Tickets £7 & £9.50. Box of-
fice (from 12/10): 01202 417484 (M-F 8-
9pm only ) 
 
HMS Pinafore: Bournemouth Gilbert & 
Sullivan Operatic Society, Lighthouse, Poole 
ð October 28-31 at 7.30pm, mats Thurs & 
Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets from £11. Box of-
fice: 0844 406 8666 
 
Nightmare: New Forest Players, Perform-
ing Arts Centre, Ballard School, New Mil-
ton ð October 28-31 at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 
adults, £6 children. Box office: 0845 166 
8775 
 
The Titfield Thunderbolt : Ringwood 
Musical & Dramatic Society, Ringwood 
School Theatre ð October 28-31 at 7.30pm. 
Box office: 01425 470837 (Mon-Sat 10am ð 
8pm). 
 
All About Love: Highcliffe Community 
Association Revue Company, Greystones 
House, Highcliffe ð October 31 at 7pm & 
November 1 at 3pm. Tickets £6 inc. re-
freshments. Box office: 01202 382310 
 
Weõll Meet Again: Light ônõ Shade, High-
cliffe Castle ð November 4 at 7.30pm. Tick-
ets £10. Box office: 01425 278807 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  

mailto:Soireesam1@aol.com
http://www.ferndowndrama.org.uk/
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NOISES OFF 

CONGRATULATIONS to Jo Corben of 
Weymouth, who was the winner of our 
August competition to win tickets to the 
Summer ice rink at the BIC. 
 
***********************************  
POOLE and Parkstone Players are looking 
for new members for regular play readings 
and productions. Both acting and backstage 
crew are welcomed. 
The company will soon be casting for its 
production of Terence Rattiganõs Separate 
Tables, to be performed at the Barrington 
Theatre, Ferndown, in February 2010.  
There will be a read-through on September 
30 followed by auditions on October 14, 
and rehearsals will commence on Wednes-
day evenings from November. 
For full details please contact Mark D W 
Smith on 01202 474297 or e-mail          
newmembers@pandp.org.uk  
 
***********************************  
NEXT February half term, Poulner Players 
will be presenting E Nesbitõs classic story of 
The Railway Children. 
Potential new members from age 10, plus 
existing members who would like to take 
part, are invited to attend a series of four 
pre-audition workshops starting at Poulner 
Church Hall, Linford Road, Ringwood, at 
7.30pm on Tuesday September 29. Audi-
tions will be held on October 13, 15 and 20. 
For more information, please contact the 
production director, Sally Whyte, on 01425 
471028 or e-mail SallyWhyte@aol.com  
 
***********************************  
HIGHCLIFFE Charity Players now hire 
out their costumes. For details call Jen Balfe 
on 0788 767 1077. 
 

ARE YOU A MAN? 
RINGWOOD MUSICAL AND 

DRAMATIC SOCIETY 
NEEDS YOU! 

 
THE COMPANY IS LOOKING 
FOR MEN, AND ESPECIALLY 

SOMEONE WHO MAY BE INTER-
ESTED IN PLAYING THE LEAD-
ING ROLE OF BILLY BIGELOW 

IN THE EASTER 2010  
PRODUCTION OF CAROUSEL.  

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CALL ROSEMARY GUY ON 01425 

472792 OR DENISE BEARDS-
WORTH ON 01202 765836 

STAR- CROSSED THE MUSICAL 
DECEMBER 13, 7.30PM 

MOWLEM THEATRE, SWANAGE  
 

This show, a new look at the Christmas 
Story, will be put together within 48 

hours. Rehearsals will begin at 6pm on 
Friday December 11, culminating in the 

performance on Sunday evening. 
 

A high level of performance will be ex-
pected in this exciting, fun venture. 

 
A preliminary get-together for anyone 
and everyone interested will be held on 

Saturday October 24 at 2pm. 
 

For more details and to register inter-
est, call Brian on 01929 475618 or e-mail 

harriesandwilson@aol.com  
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PREVIEWS 

TWO of Alan Bennettõs Talking Heads 
monologues feature in RAODSõ next pro-
duction at the Plaza, Romsey, from October 
8-10. Her Big Chance is the story of aspir-
ing actress, Lesley, while Soldiering On cen-
tres round recently widowed Muriel. 
The action will cut from one character to 
another during the course of the mono-
logues, and there will be laughs, poignant 
moments and some surprises ð not least 
being the fact that the cast for these two 
monologues comprises four people. 
 
***********************************  
CASTLE Playersõ Autumn production, at 
Lytchett Matravers Village Hall from Octo-
ber 14-17, is Ring Twice And Ask For Jane. 
The title may not be familiar, but it has won 
a Best Play award and was co-written, with 
Evan Thomas, by its director, Don Cher-
rett. 
Set in the Sussex home of the Standing fam-
ily, it features moody, irritable Geoffrey, the 
father, his calm, reassuring wife, Liz, and 
two daughters: Geoffreyõs favourite, the 
quiet Maureen, and Christina, a brash activ-
ist type. 
Into this mix come a domineering mother-
in-law, a hippy friend, a cocky reporter, a 
scatty nurse and, last but not least, a 
stranger, who can only be seen by Maureen, 
who takes up residence in the linen cup-
board.  
This fun comedy includes an hilarious sé-
ance scene that should have audiences roll-
ing in the aisles. 
The cast is Brian Woolton, Chris Bunn, 
Carole Allen, Ellie Cowley, Nicola Dorrell, 
Phil McMullen, Val Thomas, Matt Forkin, 
Tess Hutton & Claire Ellis. 
 
***********************************  

FERNDOWN Drama Groupõs first play 
of the new season is Pam Valentineõs Day 
Of Reckoning, which will be performed at 
the Barrington Theatre from October 21-
24. 
In a country village hall a committee meet 
to discuss arrangements for their forthcom-
ing Summer fete. Six months later we rejoin 
the team on the day of the fete, when the 
hall has become the command centre. The 
committee unravels to reveal a world of 
gossip, innuendo, secrets and hidden agen-
das. If youõve ever seen a committee in ac-
tion, you cannot fail to enjoy the comedy 
and pathos of this play about life in a British 
village. 
Richard Coleman directs and his cast is 
Beverley Beck, Trish Binding, Gill Greaves, 
Dawn Hollington, Bob Johnson, Helen 
Kuster, Enid Rothwell and Kimberley Scott. 
 
***********************************  
JON and Victoria Andrewõs Silhouette Op-
era returns to St Albanõs Church in Bourne-
mouth on October 17 with an evening of 
opera, operetta, show music and instrumen-
tal pieces.  
Daily Mail opera critic David Gillard is 
compere, and soloists will include Jon An-
drew, Jonathan Prentice, Tracy Challen and 
Lorraine Rowan. Marcus Marriottõs Req-
uiem For The Millennium, performed to 
great acclaim in the Spring concert, will also 
feature again as it was so well received. 
 As usual, a donation from proceeds will go 
to the Juliaõs House charity. 
 
***********************************  
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PREVIEWS 

WIMBORNE  Drama is delighted to be 
returning to the Tivoli Theatre for  its final 
production of 2009 with Robert Harlingõs 
touching drama Steel Magnolias.  The play 
is something of a counterpoint for the 
group in that its all female cast balances out 
the all male cast of Journeyõs End that was 
produced to great critical acclaim in 2007.  
Robert Harling was born in Louisiana in 
1951 and Steel Magnolias remains his most 
famous work to date, although he has re-
cently completed a sequel to the play Terms 
of Endearment. He was inspired to write 
the play after the death of his younger sister 
as he found the process of writing cathartic 
and it helped him considerably in dealing 
with his grief. 
The action of the play takes place in Truvyõs 
Beauty salon - really more of a lean-to ga-
rage - in Chinquapin, Louisiana, in the 
1980s. Truvy (Carolyn Hewitt) dispenses 
shampoo and advice in her own inimitable, 
wise-cracking style with the help of her new 
assistant Annelle (Keeley Campbell). An-
nelleõs journey from shy, anxious new-
comer, uncertain if she is still married, to a 
confident, partying woman is explored as 
the drama unfolds. Joining them  in the 
beauty parlour are eccentric millionaire Miss 
Clairee Belcher (Chrissie Neal) and the local 
social leader MõLynn (Trish Ruff). MõLynnõs 
daughter Shelby (Tracey Nicholls) is about 
to marry and the play begins on the morn-
ing of her wedding to local man Jackson. 
Completing the line-up is the townõs rich 
curmudgeon Ouiser Boudreaux (Jan Steven-
son).  
 
 
 
 

The play covers events over the next three 
years and the drama covers Shelbyõs deci-
sions to have a child despite suffering from 
type 1 diabetes and the complications that 
arise from her decision. We focus on the 
camaraderie of these six strong Southern 
women as they gossip, needle and harangue 
each other through the best of times - and 
comfort and support each other through 
the worst. 
It was memorably filmed twenty years ago 
starring Shirley Maclaine, Sally Field, Dolly 
Parton and Olympia Dukakis and provided 
an early starring role for Julia Roberts as 
Shelby. Unlike the film version, the play 
concentrates solely on the Steel Magnolias 
themselves - the six women survive without 
any visible interference from their men folk! 
Director Boo Feltham is delighted to be in 
charge of Steel Magnolias - her debut in this 
role after several memorable performances 
on stage for the group over the past few 
years. She said: òThis play is a real group 
effort and itõs a great opportunity for Wim-
borne Drama to go with an all female en-
semble piece. The story is both funny and 
heart-warming, as well as providing mo-
ments of real pathos. Iõve got a fantastic 
cast to work with and itõs always good to 
mix up the more established members with 
newer people. I do hope people enjoy the 
show as it is a great script and the cast are 
doing it proudó. 
 
***********************************  

 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING FOR SHOWS 
YOU HAVE READ ABOUT HERE.  
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PREVIEWS 

MILTON Musical Society will be present-
ing This Thing Called Love at St Markõs 
Hall, Highcliffe, from October 23-25.  
This revue follows the aspects of love from 
courtship through marriage to the golden 
years, and features many songs interspersed 
with funny and poignant sketches and po-
ems. 
The show will be presented cabaret style, 
and the ticket price includes a fish & chip 
supper at evening performances and a 
cream tea at matinees. 
Jo Mansfield directs, Kamya Rawston-Brake 
is choreographer and the cast is Martin 
Mansfield, Max White, Andy Aris, Lee Neal, 
Syd Young, Stephen Huff, David Coward, 
Michele Moulin-White, Vicky Clarke, Za-
rene Bray, Suzanne Teather, Roni Nottcutt, 
Franki Mansfield & Sian Goodbourn. 
***********************************  

RAODS  are back at the Plaza Theatre at 
the end of the month with Stephen Briggsõ 
adaptation of Terry Pratchettõs Mort. 
Death comes to us all, but when he came to 
Mort, he offered him a job. When Mort is 
left in charge for an evening, he allows his 
heart to rule his head and soon the whole of 
causality and the future of the Discworld 
are at risk. 
Along the way, Mort encounters not only 
Deathõs adopted daughter, Ysabell, and his 
mysterious manservant, Albert, but also an 
incompetent wizard with a talking door-
knocker and a beautiful, but rather bad-
tempered (and dead) princess. He also, of 
course, meets Death.  
***********************************  
BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Club 
will be back at Jameson Road in the last 
week of October with William Nicholsonõs 
drama, Shadowlands. 
This play is the poignant, humorous, unsen-
timental and ultimately optimistic story of 
shy Oxford don and childrenõs author C S 
Lewis ð perhaps best known for The Lion, 
The Witch and The Wardrobe ðand Ameri-
can poet Joy Davidman. 
It is set in the male enclave of academic 
Oxford in the 1950s, when their relation-
ship starts as an exchange of literary corre-
spondence. Lewis had remained a con-
firmed bachelor until his fifties when he 
met and was enchanted by Joy Davidman. 
Their ensuing encounter with love and suf-
fering led him to reconsider many of the 
beliefs he had held so staunchly before that 
fateful meeting. 
Patricia Richardson directs and her cast 
includes Matthew Ellison & Tanya Alexan-
der.   
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THE  good ship HMS Pinafore sails into 
Poole soon with a motley crew from 
Bournemouth Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
on board and Alan Spencer and Jean Holt at 
the helm. 
Quickly up the gangplank is Little Buttercup 
ð Jessica Glass in her first appearance with 
the Society ð to sell her wares to the sailors 
who are scrubbing the decks for the arrival 
of Sir Joseph Porter KCB.  Handsome 
young matelot Ralph Rackstraw ð another 
debut, this time for James Collins ð declares 
his love for Josephine (Charlotte Deverill) 
who is the daughter of Captain Corcoran.  
As such, of course, she is not his social 
equal and the Captain (Ian Metcalfe) makes 
it clear that his daughter is much desired as 
a wife by Sir Joseph which would be a very 
good match for both high-ranking men.  
Accompanied by his many sisters, cousins 
and aunts who are led by Hebe (Roz Gol-
bey), Sir Joseph, the First Lord of the Ad-
miralty ð played by Robin Lavies - is wel-
comed aboard.  He soon encounters the 
crew and, to the disgust of Dick Deadeye 
(John Gerken) wishes to encourage a gen-
tlemanly tone of behaviour on board.  Jose-
phine and Ralph admit their love for each 
other and hatch a plot to elope but there are 
many twists and turns to the story before 
the ship sails into the sunset.  Never has the 
song from Buttercup ôThings are seldom 
what they seemõ been more fitting and it is 
she who reveals some amazing truths before 
a tuneful and fast-moving finale. 
Professional director Alan promises a lively, 
colourful and humorous production with 
lots of movement while Jean will bring out 
all the musical contrasts of Sullivanõs melo-
dious score. Pathos to patriotism, patter 
songs to pure solo voices, plus powerful 
ensemble numbers ð all of that and more. 
 

This show, with an award-winning cast of 
principals and chorus, has something for all 
members of the family so head off to Light-
house for tickets and take your seats on 
deck to enjoy a trip on HMS Pinafore.  She 
is docked between 28th and 31st October.    
***********************************  
NEW Forest Players will find themselves 
living a Nightmare at the end of the month, 
when they present Norman Robbinsõ play 
of the same name at the Performing Arts 
Centre, Ballard School. 
Marian Bishop, a wealthy elderly writer, is 
dying. She is cared for by Katherine Willis, a 
kindly soul from a nearby village, and a de-
voted band of carers. 
A series of mysterious phone calls and the 
appearance of Marianõs grasping nephew set 
off a nightmare situation which becomes 
further complicated by the murder of 
Katherineõs retarded brother. 
Deceit, suspicion, blackmail and incrimina-
tion are subtly woven into a web of crime, 
concluding with a dramatic confrontational 
scene bringing an ingenious twist to the 
story. 
Helen Davison directs. 
***********************************    
ZENITH Theatreõs October production at 
St Aldhelmõs Hall is Zenithõs Wild West 
Show, written and directed by Ann 
Whitaker assisted by Laura Hampshaw. 
This revue features songs from the likes of 
Annie Get Your Gun, Paint Your Wagon, 
Calamity Jane, Oklahoma!, Rose Marie, The 
Best Little Whorehouse In Texas, Will 
Rogers Follies, Seven Brides For Seven 
Brothers and Pocahontas. 
There will also be a couple of comic 
sketches plus the odd pop song or two. 
Zenithõs Wild West Show takes place at St 
Aldhelmõs Hall, Branksome, on October 23 
& 24. 

 

PREVIEWS 
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PREVIEWS 

IF youõre a fan of the classic Ealing come-
dies then youõre sure to want to see Ring-
wood Musical and Dramatic Societyõs Au-
tumn play, which is Philip Gouldingõs stage 
adaptation of the 1952 film The Titfield 
Thunderbolt. 
This very funny play, which is directed by 
Richard Bennett, tells how the Titfield vil-
lagers fight British Railwaysõ closure of their 
local branch line. 
The cast is Janet West, Richard Bennett, 
Peter Beardsworth, Mike Golden, John 
West, Nathan East, Claire Freeman, Simon 
Sketchley, Peter Ansell, Sheryle Sketchley, 
Ron Sherman, Val Garner and Stephen 
Reynolds. 
 
***********************************    
ALL About Love is the title of Highcliffe 
Community Association Revue Companyõs 
next production. As the name suggests, the 
songs will express the many and varied as-
pects of love, but unfortunately someone 
has already used that title. Not that weõre 
complaining, Sir Andrew! 
In the tradition of the revue, this companyõs 
aim is simply to entertain, and hopefully 
share some fun, in what can often seem to 
be a very gloomy world. At the same time, 
of course, the cast get the chance to sing 
some of their favourite songs whilst hugely 
enjoying themselves! 
It is Jane Sykes who will be trying her hand 
at directing this time, the rest of the cast 
being Cora Hardy, Lucy Kelleher, Vivienne 
Lucas, Jack Keeler, Peter Kent, Roger 
Mitchell and Brian Morgan. 
The show will take place at Greystones 
House, Waterford Road, Highcliffe, on 
October 31 and November 1 ð and remem-
ber to book soon, as previous shows have 
sold out. 

FIRESIDE Theatreõs next play reading will 
be held at 123 Ringwood Road, Verwood, 
on October 14 at 7.30pm. 
For the first time in their history the group 
have chosen a farce, Natalie E Whiteõs 
Seven Nuns at Las Vegas. 
Natalie White is a Roman Catholic play-
wright who specialises in writing for church 
drama groups. This play is set in a convent 
in Indiana, where one of the nuns, disgrun-
tled with the snowy conditions outside, 
expresses a wish to be somewhere warmer ð 
and she and several of her fellow nuns sud-
denly find themselves in Las Vegas. 
Las Vegas so embraces the new arrivals that 
the Bible becomes a best-seller and night 
club dancers become nuns, and it isnõt long 
before the original nuns want to get back to 
Indiana as soon as possible.   
Anyone who wishes to attend, either to read 
or just sit and listen, is asked to contact 
Jenny Brown on 01202 825178 at least two 
days beforehand so that catering and seating 
arrangements can be made. 
 
***********************************  
VOCAL harmony group Light õnõ Shade 
will be in concert at Highcliffe Castle on 
November 4 with Weõll Meet Again, featur-
ing hit songs from the wartime years. 
Proceeds will be going towards the contin-
ued conservation, restoration and good 
stewardship of Highcliffe Castle.   
***********************************  

When he was accused of plagiarising 
Molloyõs Loveõs Sweet Song for one of 
his own tunes, Sir Arthur Sullivan said: 
òI donõt happen ever to have heard the 
song, but if I had, you must remember that 
Molloy and I had only seven notes to work 
on between us.ó 



 

12 

 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

1. Noel Coward was born in 1899 in which town on the River Thames? 
 
2. Who wrote the music and lyrics for the musical The Boyfriend? 
 
3. In Gilbert & Sullivanõs Princess Ida, who was Lady Blancheõs daughter? 
 
4. In Shakespeareõs Romeo & Juliet most of the play is set in Verona, but 
where is the last act set? 
 
5. Beautiful Girls & Broadway Baby are two numbers from which musical? 
 
6. Three London Theatres are Grade 1 listed. The Royal Opera House and 
the Theatre Royal Drury Lane are two, but which is the third? 
 
7. Which play by Alan Bennett revolves around Miss Shepherd, an eccentric 
tramp? 
 
8. Which Kander & Ebb musical is set in a roller skating arena due for 
demolition? 
 
9. The relationship between a brothel keeper and her daughter is the theme 
for which George Bernard Shaw play? 
 
10. In stage terminology, what is a Dry Tech? 
 
 

 

ANSWERS 

1. Teddington;  2. Sandy Wilson;  3. Melissa;  4. Mantua;  5. Follies;  6. The Haymarket;  
7. The Lady In The Van;  8. The Rink;  9. Mrs Warrenõs Profession;  10. When the stage 
crew practices scene changes without the actors on stage.  
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THE SORCERER CASTS A MAGIC SPELL IN THE PEAK DISTRICT  
 
 
The cast of The Sorcerer, produced by Bournemouth Gilbert & Sullivan Society in 2008, 
transported the show to the Peak District recently. Taking part in the prestigious Buxton 
International Gilbert and Sullivan Festival they enjoyed great success and were delighted to 
keep a high profile for the talent in our local area. 
 
With 14 Societies ð ranging from Trent, UK to Toronto, Canada ð eligible for adjudication, 
there were several nominations for individual or dual honours for Bournemouth G&S.  
John Gerken, who played the title role of John Wellington Wells, produced such a magical 
performance that he pulled the Best Male Performer award out of the bag!  The chorus 
matched the high standard reached by all the principals as they enchanted the adjudicator 
who awarded them the Best Animated Chorus ð another spell-binding result. Competition 
for the accolade of 16th International Gilbert and Sullivan Festival Champions was intense 
and in a close-run race, Bournemouth G&S scooped the first runners-up position, second 
only to Festival Productions from Ireland with The Gondoliers.  Director Alan Spencer and 
Jean Holt who waved the musical magic wand (both achieved nominations in their respec-
tive categories) were thrilled and proud of the success of all the team, on and off stage, who 
conjured up such a splendid Sorcerer.         
 

     JEMMA TRUSS, JOHN GERKEN AND ROSSANO SALTFLEET  
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WATCH OUT FOR...  

AWARD-winning Poole and Parkstone 
Productions has reached its 90th anniversary 
and is celebrating in style with Back to the 
Future, its annual autumn concert.  
 Formed in 1919, Poole and Parkstone has 
become one of the best known amateur 
musical theatre companies on the South 
Coast. 
Over 90 years, P&P has branched out and 
created the successful P&P Singers as well 
as the Musical Theatre Society and the P&P 
Players.  In celebration, Back to the Future 
brings together both the Musical Theatre 
Society and Singers to create the spectacular 
sound that P&P is known for. 
Under the direction of long-standing mem-
ber Sarah Cooper, Back to the Future cele-
brates the music of Poole and Parkstone 
Productionsõ 90 year history, from its ori-
gins in Gilbert and Sullivan classics such as 
The Pirates of Penzance and The Mikado 
through to show-stoppers like Anything 
Goes. 
The audience is then brought up to date 
with a taster of what to expect from P&P in 
the years to come.  Thereõs a break away 
from operatic society tradition with a tribute 
to West End sensation We Will Rock You, 
and songs from more recent musicals such 
as Jekyll and Hyde, Spring Awakening and a 
spectacular finale from the recent West End 
hit musical Hairspray. 
P&Põs autumn concerts have become a 
local institution and have been compared to 
West End standard with their unbeatable 
mix of song and dance.  Over the years the 
company has proved its versatility perform-
ing opera to pop, Gilbert and Sullivan to 
Queen and everything in between.  
 
 

Back to the Future is on at the Christchurch 
Regent Centre on 13 and 14 November at 
7.30pm and the Lighthouse Theatre Poole 
on 21 November - 2pm, 5pm and 8pm. To 
book, call Sharon Abel on 01258 840080 or 
e-mail tickets@pandp.org.uk  
 
***********************************  
THE new season of live broadcasts from 

the Metropolitan Opera in New Yorkõs 

Lincoln Centre begins on October 10 with 

Pucciniõs Tosca, followed on 24 by Verdiõs 

Aida. Tickets, price £24, concessions £19, 

are available from the Regent Centre on 

01202 499199. 

Before both of these operas Jon Andrew 

will be giving a masterclass at 3pm with 

local singers including Tracy Challen. Tick-

ets for these are also available from the box 

office. 

 

***********************************  

DRAMATIC Productions is the new resi-

dent professional theatre company at Poole 

Lighthouse, and by the time you read this 

they will have just finished their first pro-

duction, John Godberõs Teechers, directed 

by Peter Nunan. 

The company is headed by local actresses 

Sasha Paul and Julia Savill, and their aim is 

to use local professional performers when-

ever possible.  

Watch this space for further information on 

the companyõs future productions, or see 

the website www.dramaticproductions.co.uk 

 

***********************************  
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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