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EDITORIAL  
 

I  can hardly believe that another year is almost over. When I was young I 
can remember my mother saying that time goes so much quicker as one gets 
older, and that is certainly proving to be the case. However, before 2010 ar-
rives I have a few days in London to look forward to, which will include my 
first-ever visit to the 02 arena. I saw it from the opposite bank of the river 
when it first opened as the Dome, but Iõve never been inside. Weõre attend-
ing the much-acclaimed production of Peter Pan that was such a success in 
Kensington Gardens back in the summer, so I shall be clapping my hands 
with the rest of the audience and hoping for Tinkerbellõs recovery. And if we 
can face the queues at the Leicester Square half-price ticket booth weõre hop-
ing to fit in a musical or two as well. Of course, we could book in advance 
and pay full price, buté 
 
Anyway, all that remains now is for me to wish all our readers a happy and 
peaceful Festive Season and a joyous New Year. See you in 2010! 
     

Linda Kirkman 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 



 

4 

Not Now Darling : Bournemouth Little 
Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton ð 
December 7-12 at 7.45pm. Tickets £7 & 
£9.50. Box office: 01202 417484 (M-F 8-
9pm only) 
 
Gut Girls: BA (Hons) Acting Course Final 
Year Students, Studio Theatre, Arts Univer-
sity College at Bournemouth, Wallisdown ð 
December 10 & 11 at 7.30pm, 12 at 2.30pm 
& 7.30pm. Tickets free, Box office: 07505 
478409 
 
Eurobeat: Theatre 2000, Village Hall, 
Pound Lane, Burley ð December 11, 12, 18, 
19 at 7.30pm. Tickets £15.50, concs. 
£14.50, tables of ten £140, inc. hot meal in 
interval. Box office: 01202 480397/499199 
 
Star-Crossed The Musical: Mowlem 
Theatre, Swanage ð December 13 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £6, family £20. Box office: 
01929 422239 
 
Magical Christmas Concert: La Nova 
Singers, Somerley House, Ringwood ð De-
cember 16 at 7.30pm. Tickets £35, inc. wine 
& canapés. Box office: 07736 070033 
 
Light In A Stable: Ringwood Musical and 
Dramatic Society Choir: Trinity Church, 
Ringwood ð December 16; Ellingham 
Church ð December 17; Ringwood Parish 
Church ð December 19. All concerts begin 
at 7.30pm. Tickets at door or from Carr & 
Neave, Ringwood 
 
Concert of Christmas Songs and Carols: 
P&P Singers, St Aldhelmõs Church, Brank-
some ð December 18 at 8pm. Tickets £5 on 
the door. 

A Winterõs Tale: Unison Theatrical Choir, 
West Moors Memorial Hall ð December 18 
& 19 at 7.45pm. Tickets £8, concs. £7.50 
inc. refreshments. Box office: 01202 
875343/01202 877511 
 
Xmas Show Ho Ho: Highcliffe Charity 
Players, St Markõs Hall, Highcliffe ð Decem-
ber 18 & 19 at 7.30pm. Tickets £10 inc. 
mince pie and glass of mulled wine. Box 
office: 01202 499199 
 
Robinson Crusoe : Knollsea Productions, 
Mowlem Theatre, Swanage ð January 5-9. 
Box office: 01929 422239 
 
The Wizard Of Oz: All Saints Dramatic 
Society, De La Salle Theatre, Southbourne ð 
January 8-10 & 14-16. Eves at 7.30pm, mats 
on 9, 10 & 16 at 2.30pm. Tickets £10, 
concs. £5. Box office: 01202 568545 
 
One Night Only : BBLOC, Kinson Com-
munity Centre ð January 8; Regent Centre, 
Christchurch ð January 15. Tickets £10, 
concs. £9. Box office: 01202 499199; Bar-
rington Theatre, Ferndown ð January 16; 
Layard Theatre, Canford School ð January 
23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  

 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE 
ONE WHEN BOOKING FOR 

SHOWS YOU HAVE READ 
ABOUT HERE.  
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NOISES OFF 

THE draw for a pair of First Class tickets 
for Milton Musical Societyõs production of 
Titanic was made by NODA President Mar-
garet Coltman following the final perform-
ance of the companyõs Autumn show This 
Thing Called Love, and was won by Mrs E 
Bishop of Neacroft, Christchurch. 
Titanic takes place at the Regent Centre, 
Christchurch, from April 13-17. 
 
***********************************  
JOHN Patrickõs play The Teahouse Of The 
August Moon will be the Christmas reading 
of The Fireside Theatre on December 9 at 
7.30pm. It will be held at 6 Bridleways, Ver-
wood, and will be followed by a Christmas 
buffet supper. 
The play tells the tale of an officer of the 
American Army of Occupation stationed in 
a small town on a remote Japanese island. 
His duty is to teach democracy to the na-
tives, but he is not prepared for their ingen-
ious charm. Within a few days he finds he is 
the owner of a Grade A Geisha girl, and the 
materials sent for the new school are used 
to build a teahouse. And that is just the 
beginningé 
The large cast sports natives, children, goats 
and a jeep. Kimonos may be worn but if 
you bring your own jeep please park it out 
on the roadñand please tether your goats 
on the lawn. 
On a serious note, anyone is welcome to 
attend, whether to read or just sit and listen, 
but please notify Carol Sharples on 01202 
829978 at least two days in advance if you 
would like to attend, so that catering and 
seating arrangements can be made. 
 
***********************************  

STAR-CROSSED THE MUSICAL 
DECEMBER 13, 7.30PM 
MOWLEM THEATRE  

SWANAGE 
 

This show, a new look at the Christ-
mas Story, will be put together 
within 48 hours. Rehearsals will be-
gin at 6pm on Friday December 11, 
culminating in the performance on 
Sunday evening. 
 
A high level of commitment will be 
expected in this exciting, fun ven-
ture. 
 
For more details and to register in-
terest, call Brian on 01929 475618 or 
e-mail whygoodfriday@aol.com 

WHY GOOD FRIDAY? 2010 
 

A musical version of the Easter 
story, set in the present day. 

 
To be performed on March 18,19 
& 20 at Lighthouse, Poole, and 
April 2& 3 at The Regent Centre, 
Christchurch, with other dates 
and venues to be confirmed. 
 
Tickets available NOW from 
Lighthouse on 08444 068666 and 
Regent Centre on 01202 499199. 
 
For further details call Brian on 
01929 475618 or e-mail whygood-
friday@aol.com 
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PREVIEWS 

BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Clubõs 
next production is Ray Cooney & John 
Chapmanõs Not Now Darling, which takes 
place at Jameson Road from December 7-
12. 
This former West End farce is set in the 
London fur salon of Bodley, Bodley and 
Crouch. Gilbert Bodley plans to sell an ex-
pensive mink cheaply to Harry McMichael 
for, he believes, Harryõs wife, Janie, with 
whom Gilbert is planning an affair. How-
ever, instead of doing his own dirty work, 
he gets his reluctant partner, Arnold 
Crouch, to close the sale for him. 
Things go awry because Harry actually in-
tends the mink for his OWN mistress, and 
soon Gilbertõs whole plan goes, quite liter-
ally, out of the window. The unexpected 
arrival of Gilbertõs wife,  Maude, adds to the 
confusion of mistaken identities, scantily 
clad women kept hidden in closets and 
other misguided shoppersé 
Don Cherrett directs and his cast is 
Narinder Gill, David Clements, Tess 
Hutton, Gill Linford, Brian Woolton, Noel 
Davenport, Gerry Carroll, Denise King, 
Alyssa Thompson, Cathy Murray and Pete 
Griffiths. 
 
***********************************  
THE season of plays performed by final 
year students on the BA (Hons) Acting 
Course at the Arts University College at 
Bournemouth (formerly the Arts Institute) 
continues in the Collegeõs Studio Theatre at 
Wallisdown  from December 10-12 with 
Sarah Danielsõ Gut Girls, which will be di-
rected by Kirstie Davis, current director of 
Forest Forge Theatre Company. 
The play charts the attempt of a group of 
East End girls to achieve economic equality 
with their fellow male workers. 

It is set in a meat factory at the end of the 
nineteenth century with the action taking 
place between drawing rooms of the upper 
classes, a pub and a gutting shed. The gut 
girls are brash, foul-mouthed, beer-swilling 
cockneys, mostly from desperate economic 
straits and dangerous pasts, but full of pride 
as working girls. When Lady Helena, an 
erudite widow from the upper class, makes 
it her mission to tame these girls and find 
them more ladylike employment ð as god-
fearing waiting women ð the well-meaning 
dowager is as welcome as a temperance 
speaker at the local pub.   
This is a fine opportunity to see first-rate 
performers about to launch their profes-
sional careers, but since tickets are free you 
must pre-book if you donõt want a wasted 
journey. 
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PREVIEWS 

LOVE the Eurovision Song Contest? Then 
you really should go along to Burley Village 
Hall on December 11,12,18 or 19, when 
Theatre 2000 will be performing the UK 
amateur premiere of Eurobeat. 
This glorious celebration of everything 
Eurovision heralds the dawn of the interac-
tive musical as the audience votes for their 
favourite song. 
Eurobeat offers everyone the chance to leap 
out of the closet and give the UK a genuine 
opportunity to win Europeõs greatest cul-
tural collaboration once more. 
The show is set in Sarajevo, who have 
somehow won the rights to hold this yearõs 
competition. As they enter the venue, each 
audience member will be assigned to one of 
the ten competing countries. Donõt forget ð 
you canõt vote for your own country al-
though there is nothing to stop you bribing 
others! And a couple of useful Bosnian 
words and phrases that might help you 
through are  upomic (help) and treba me 
lijek za boi (I need aspirin). 
Competing countries are Italy, Poland, Ice-
land, United Kingdom, Hungary, Russia, 
Ireland, Greece, Germany and Sweden. 
Albert Brown and Paul Bower direct, Angie 
Broomfield is choreographer and Alastair 
Hume is musical advisor. Chris Duell and 
Bryan Newman are the hosts, and the con-
testants are played by Luke Beavis, Adam 
Myers, Dale Waterworth, Stephen Dow, 
Andrew Rawstron, Lee McGowan, Geor-
gina Luff, Kamya Rawstron-Brake, Hannah 
Elkins, Zoe Sparks, Samantha Laurilla, 
Yvonne Loader and Naomi Mantle. 
And if you can stop laughing for long 
enough to eat, a hot meal, which is included 
in the ticket price, will be served in the in-
terval. A bar will also be available. 

THE Swanage-based company that per-
formed Why Good Friday? to great acclaim 
earlier in the year will be presenting Star-
Crossed The Musical, a new look at the 
Christmas Story, at the Mowlem Theatre on 
Sunday December 13. 
This show will be put together over a 48 
hour period. The cast, all of whom re-
sponded a few months ago to an advertise-
ment to take part, will begin rehearsals at 
6pm on Friday December 11and perform 
the show to the public on the Sunday eve-
ning at 7.30pm.  There will be live accom-
paniment. 
If youõre looking for something a little dif-
ferent in this yuletide season, this could be 
just the show for you. 
 
***********************************  
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 IF youõre looking for a really special treat 
this December, why not go along to an ex-
clusive performance at Somerley House, 
Ringwood, the magnificent home of His 
Lordship, the Earl of Normanton, on De-
cember 16? 
La Nova Singers, under the direction of 
Michelle Nova, are a highly sought-after 
small group of ladies who are recognised for 
their beauty of tone, harmonies and eclectic 
mix of repertoire, which includes sacred, 
opera and operetta, musicals, classical, jazz, 
Gilbert & Sullivan and popular light music. 
They will be performing a Magical Christ-
mas Concert at Somerley, and the ticket 
price includes mulled wine on arrival, a glass 
of wine in the interval and canapés, plus the 
opportunity to view certain parts of the 
house, which is not usually open to the pub-
lic.  
 
***********************************  
RINGWOOD Musical and Dramatic Soci-
ety Choirõs Christmas Concert this year is 
entitled Light In A Stable, and will take 
place in Ringwood at Trinity Church 
(December 16), Ellingham Church (17) and 
the Parish Church (19). 
Regular musical director Ivy Tan is taking a 
break, so Andrew Johnson wields the baton 
in this mix of seasonal songs, carols and 
readings. 
 
***********************************  
UNISON Theatrical Choir will be in resi-
dence at West Moors Memorial Hall on 
December 18 & 19 with their seasonal of-
fering, A Winterõs Tale. 
 
***********************************  

THE multi-award-winning P&P Singers are 
giving a Concert of Christmas Songs and 
Carols on December 18 at St Aldhelmõs 
Church, Branksome, where there will be 
over 60 decorated trees as part of the 
churchõs Christmas Tree Festival. 
 
***********************************  
ANOTHER award-winning group, High-
cliffe Charity Players, will be staging Xmas 
Show Ho Ho in two special evenings of 
Christmas entertainment to be performed at  
St. Markõs Hall, Highcliffe, the weekend 
before Christmas. The ticket price includes 
a mince pie and glass of mulled wine, and 
audiences may also take along their own 
drinks. 
The show has been devised in three con-
trasting acts, opening with a hearty rendi-
tion of popular carols sung by the Company 
Choir, who will invite the audience to sing 
along and join in the festive spirit. 
Carols are followed by a performance of 
David Tristramõs hilarious, one-act comedy, 
Last Panto In Little Grimley. Presenting a 
ôsexõ panto seems to be the only hope for 
the Amateur Dramatic Society of Little 
Grimley as they desperately struggle to sur-
vive! 
Finally, there is a special seasonal edition of 
X(MAS) Factor, when the Players compete 
against each other and show off their sing-
ing and dancing skills. All the performances 
will have a Christmas flavour and include 
favourites such as Merry Christmas Every-
body, All I Want For Christmas Is You and 
Santa Baby. The audience will be asked to 
contribute by voting for their favourite act. 
The production team is Jennifer Balfe, 
Simon Leaton and Ian Carter. 

 
PREVIEWS 
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MARGARET IS NEW NODA PRESIDENT  

AT the annual conference of  the National Operatic & Dramatic Association (NODA), held 
recently in Leicester, Margaret Coltman was elected to serve as National President. She 
served for 20 years as a Regional Representative and was Councillor in the Southern and 
South East region for 9 years.    
 
Margaret, who moved to Dorset from London in 1964, is an ex-professional performer who 
has worked in revues, summer seasons, pantomime, magic shows, variety and as stooge to 
Richard Hearne (Mr Pastry). 
 
Locally she has worked as a dancer, singer, actress, choreographer and director with Avon 
Musical Society, Wimborne Light Operatic Society, Ferndown Phoenix Musical Society, 
Milton Musical Society, Bridport Operatic Society, Broadstone Operatic Society and Theatre 
2000, playing many leading roles over the years. 
 
Margaret will now be travelling all over the country visiting shows on behalf of NODA, so 
if any local societies would like the President to visit she would be glad if they would make 
contact. Her e-mail address is margaret@mcoltman.wanadoo.co.uk  

 

 MARGARET AND DAUGHTER MARIE, HER ESCORT, AT A RECENT 
FUNCTION  
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THEATRE BOOK REVIEWS  

FINAL PERFORMANCE by Ruth 
Silvestre.  
 
ON December 16 1897 a popular actor, 
William Terriss, was murdered at the stage 
door of Londonõs Adelphi Theatre.  
 
That is a well-known fact, but few people 
know the background to the tragedy, nor 
anything of Terrissõ private life. This book 
aims to redress the balance, and is, appar-
ently, ôa true story of love, jealousy, murder 
and hypocrisyõ with the major players being 
William Terriss, his mistress Jessie Millward,  
Sir Henry Irving and an unknown actor 
with delusions of grandeur, Richard Archer 
Prince. 
 
Since there is unlikely to be anyone alive 
today who was in London then, much less 
anyone who moved in Terrissõ circles, the 
writer can only have gleaned her informa-
tion from historical documents. Conse-
quently, whilst I do not doubt the accuracy 
of facts ð although, having said that, the 
back cover of the book actually gives the 
date of Terrissõ murder as December 17 
rather than the actual date of December 16 
which is quoted inside ð it is very much a 
work of fiction. 
 
Having said that, it is a fascinating account 
of London life in the late Victorian years, 
and of course of the theatrical scene at  that 
time, and proves to be extremely readable ð 
just the sort of book, in fact, for a theatre 
history buff. 
 
Final Performance is in paperback, price 
£7.99, and is published by Troubador. 
ISBN 978-1848761-445.   
   

WE COULD POSSIBLY COMMENT 
by Sharon Mail. 
 
IAN Richardson is probably best remem-
bered as Francis Urquhart in the BBC 
drama series House Of Cards, but as well as 
being a film and television actor he was also 
a star of the Royal Shakespeare Company 
for 15 years and made many stage appear-
ances. 
 
His death in February 2007, at the age of 
72, came when he was still at the height of 
his powers, and was as shocking as it was 
unexpected. 
 
This book, amazingly the first book to have 
been written about this fine actor, contains 
numerous reminiscences from  over 60 of 
Ian Richardsonõs  colleagues, including 
Dame Judi Dench, Sir Ian McKellan, Brian 
Blessed, Roger Lloyd Pack, Dame Helen 
Mirren and Sir Peter Hall, and their admira-
tion and respect shines through. The book 
also helpfully lists, in chronological order,  
his performances, whether on stage, film or 
television.   
 
John Sessions called this book ôa glorious 
and heart-warming tribute to a superb and 
much-loved actorõ, and I can certainly echo 
his praise. Highly recommended. 
 
We Could Possibly Comment is in pa-
perback, price £13.95, and is published 
by Troubador. ISBN 978-1848761-841. 
 
For further information, or in case of 
difficulty obtaining a copy of either 
book, see www.troubador.co.uk/
matador 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

 1. In Sondheimõs musical Sweeney Todd, what is Toddõs real name? 
 
2. Who wrote Trelawny Of The ôWellsõ ? 
 
3. Which musical is based on Shakespeareõs Comedy Of Errors? 
 
4. In The Importance Of Being Earnest, Jack Worthing was left in a hand-
bag at Victoria Station, but who found him? 
 
5. The Circle Of Life opens and closes the musical The Lion King. Which 
character sings the opening song? 
 
6. In Gilbert & Sullivanõs The Pirates Of Penzance, which person is men-
tioned by the police to make the pirates surrender? 
 
7. In the musical Oliver, who is the kindly gentleman who takes in Oliver 
after his court appearance? 
 
8. Doc, Grumpy and Happy are three of Snow Whiteõs little friends. Name 
the other four. 
 
9. A middle-class lecturer and a working-class student are the characters in 
which Willy Russell play? 
 
10. I Want To Make Magic and Canõt Keep It Down are songs from which 
musical?   

 

ANSWERS 

1. Benjamin Barker;  2. Arthur Wing Pinero;  3. The Boys From Syracuse;  4. Thomas 
Cardew;  5. Rafiki;  6. Queen Victoria;  7. Mr Brownlow;  8. Sleepy, Bashful, Sneezy and 
Dopey;  9. Educating Rita;  10. Fame.  
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THIS monthõs dedication to duty award goes to our proof-reader Pat 
Scott, who is pictured here delivering copies of Scene One to our out-
lets in New York. Nice work if you can get it ... 
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WATCH OUT FOR...  

LES Contes DõHoffmann (Offenbach), the 
next live transmission from New Yorkõs 
Metropolitan Opera House, at the Regent 
Centre, Christchurch, On December 19 at 
6pm. 
Offenbachõs fictionalised take on the life 
and loves of the German romantic writer E 
T A Hoffmann is a fascinating psychologi-
cal journey. James Levine conducts and the 
cast includes Anna Netrebko. 
For more details and bookings, call 01202 
499199. 
 
***********************************  
FAREHAMõS Ferneham Hall has joined 
forces with Jordan Productions for its 
Christmas pantomime, Snow White And 
The Seven Dwarfs. This will star Sue Hol-
derness (Only Fools And Horses), Laura 
Sicurello (How Do You Solve A Problem 
Like Maria) and Edward Baker-Duly, who 
has appeared on stage in a wealth of musical 
theatre productions. And, for the first time 
at this venue since 1998, the panto will fea-
ture a live band. 
Snow White runs from December 11 to 
January 10, and tickets are available from 
01329 231942. 
 
***********************************   
THEATREWORKS  has a national reputa-
tion for transferring our favourite novels to 
the stage and on December 18 the company 
brings its adaption of its much acclaimed 
theatre production of Louisa M. Alcott's 
Little Women to the Regent Centre, Christ-
church. 
Opening on a snowy Christmas eve in New 
England of the 1860's, the play tells the tale 
of two very different families as they strug-
gle to thrive against a backdrop of civil war. 

Sisters Jo, Meg, Beth and Amy befriend the 
wealthy but lonely boy next door and his 
reclusive grandfather, both men find a new 
zest for life in the presence of the delightful 
girls and their devoted 'Marmee'.  
Gradually the lives of young Laurie and the 
girls become intertwined as they love, laugh, 
cry, play. When 'Marmee' is called away to 
nurse her sick husband, who is serving with 
the Union Army, the girls are left to cope 
alone for the first time in their lives. Laurie 
is close at hand and old Mr Laurence hap-
pily becomes their benefactor but when one 
of the sisters contracts Scarlet Fever the 
sisters are forced to make some of the hard-
est decisions of their young lives. There 
follows a period of growth for Laurie and 
the girls, a period which shapes their char-
acters and equips them for the big wide 
world.  
 Louisa May Alcott's Little Women has re-
mained a heart-warming classic since its 
publication in 1869, never out of print, 
bringing the tale of the March family to 
generation after generation. Brought to the 
stage by nationally acclaimed Theatreworks 
this charming, funny and honest story can-
not fail to envelop all in its warm glow. 
 
***********************************  
STRICTLY Come Dancing fans will not 
want to miss the first ever Strictly Come 
Dancing ð The Professionals, which fea-
tures ten popular dancers from the hit 
BBC1 series bringing Latin fever, ballroom 
magic and the passion of the tango to the 
Bournemouth International Centre Windsor 
Hall from July 14-17 next year. 
Tickets, priced between £17.50 and £39.50, 
are available now by calling 0844 576 3000. 
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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