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SCENE ONE, a non-profit -
making magazine, is distrib-
uted monthly in Dorset and 
Hampshire, free of  charge, 
to those with a proven inter-
est in the Arts, and it is also 
available for download from 
our website, 
www.sceneone.biz, giving 
our advertisers an even wider  
audience. 
 
If  you think YOU could 
benefit from advertising in 
these pages, please contact 
us at sceneone@talktalk.net 
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news and reviews - the latter 
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EDITORIAL  
 

AS I write it is exactly two weeks before Christmas Day and I am seri-
ously wondering if I will actually find the time to get everything done.  
By the time you read this, of course, it will all be over for another year 
and the January sales will be in full flow. I shanõt be there though, as I 
experienced more than my share of crowds during my London week-
end recently. And what a weekend it was ð we managed to get preview 
tickets for the new musical at the Savoy, Legally Blonde, which has to 
be top of the list of feel-good shows and is one I can highly recom-
mend. And Peter Pan, in a specially constructed round tent at the 02 
Arena, was incredible, with such marvellous computerised animations 
that it really felt as if we were with the performers flying over London, 
under the sea or on board the pirate ship. This is apparently the 
worldõs first fully 360 degree projected movie for live theatre, and cer-
tainly made Peter Panõs world come alive for the small children with 
us, who sat with mouths agape in wonder.  
     

Linda Kirkman 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

WHATõS INSIDE 
 

Page 4 : Whatõs Happening  
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Page 6 : Previews 
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___________________________________________________________ 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 
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Robinson Crusoe : Knollsea Productions, 
Mowlem Theatre, Swanage ð January 6-9 at 
7.30pm, mat Sat at 2pm. Tickets £7 adults, 
£6 OAP/students, £5 children, £20 family 
ticket. Box office: 01929 422239 
 
The Wizard of Oz: All Saints Dramatic 
Society, De La Salle Theatre, Southbourne ð 
January 8-10 & 14-16. Eves at 7.30pm, mats 
on 9, 10 & 16 at 2.30pm. Tickets £10, £5 
concs. Box office: 01202 568545 
 
One Night Only : BBLOC, Kinson Com-
munity Centre ð January 8 at 7.30pm. Tick-
ets £6. Box office: 01202 572826; Regent 
Centre, Christchurch ð January 15 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £10, concs. £9. Box office: 
01202 499199; Barrington Theatre, Fern-
down ð January 16 at 7.30pm. Tickets £10, 
concs. £9. Box office: 01202 894858; 
Layard Theatre, Canford School ð January 
23. Box office: 01202 574129 
 
Cinderella: RAODS, Plaza Theatre, 
Romsey ð January 14-30, Thurs-Sun. 
Thurs/Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2pm & 6pm, 
Sun at 2pm. Tickets £10, Thurs £8, special 
family ticket available on Fridays.  Box of-
fice: 01794 512987 
 
Aladdin: Broadstone Pantomime Produc-
tions, War Memorial Hall, Broadstone ð 
January 15 & 22 at 7.30pm, 16 & 23 at 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. Tickets £3 (opening 
night only), all other perfs. £6 adults, £3.50 
concs. Box office: 01202 693388 
 
Aladdin: Highcliffe Charity Players, Regent 
Centre, Christchurch ð January 23-30, vari-
ous times. Tickets from £8.50. Box office: 
01202 499199 

Petunia & The Purple People Eater: The 
Petunia Players, Shorefield Holiday Centre, 
Milford On Sea ð January 23 at 3.30pm & 
7.30pm. Tickets £5 panto only, £14.40 
adults, £9.50 children to include 2-course 
carvery served from 5.30. Box office: 01590 
648304 
 
Cinderella: Burley Players, Village Hall, 
Burley ð January 24-30 at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£7.50 & £7, inc. refreshments. Box office: 
01425 403501 
 
Alice In Wonderland: Castle Players, Vil-
lage Hall, Lytchett Matravers ð January 29, 
30, 31, February 4, 5, 6. Eves 7.45pm (ex 
Sun 31), mats Sat & Sun at 2.30pm. Tickets 
£7, concs. £6. Box office: 01202 623904 or 
tickets@castleplayers.com 
 
Scrooge the Musical: Ferndown Phoenix 
Musical Society, Barrington Theatre, Fern-
down ð January 27-30 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £12 adults, £7.50 children. 
Box office: 01202 894858 
 
The Crucible: Maskers Theatre Company, 
Nuffield Theatre, Southampton ð February 
2-6 at 7.30pm. Tickets £12, concs. £10, 
students £6. Tues only, 2 for 1, group dis-
counts Weds ð Sat. Box office: 023 8067 
1771 or www.nuffieldtheatre.co.uk 
 
 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  

 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE 
ONE WHEN BOOKING FOR 

SHOWS YOU HAVE READ 
ABOUT HERE.  

mailto:tickets@castleplayers.com
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NOISES OFF 

BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Club in 
Jameson Road, Winton, will shortly be 
holding open auditions for their June pro-
duction, Alan Ayckbournõs Time Of My 
Life, to be directed by Virginia Harrington. 
The play deals with the all too familiar 
theme of the decline and fall of a successful 
family business and the ensuing financial 
and emotional troubles this brings. It is also 
a very frank exploration of the institution of 
marriage, dealing with three disintegrating 
relationships. It is not a happy view of mar-
riage, but concurs with Ayckbournõs view 
that men and women who live together do 
so at a cost to their characters and lifestyles. 
Time Of My Life presents a skilfully drawn 
comic picture of the excruciating tensions 
and fractures underlying most social get-
togethers and the wafer-thin fragility of 
family fortunes and personal happiness. 
There are a number of roles for both men 
and women, ranging from early 20s to 60s. 
A read-through will be held at Jameson 
Road on Friday January 8 at 7.30pm, and 
auditions are at the same venue on Sunday 
January 10 at 7.30pm. 
For further information contact Ginny Har-
rington on 01202 423888. 
 
***********************************  
AUDITIONS for Brownsea Open Air 
Theatreõs summer production of The Tam-
ing Of The Shrew will be held at the Celeb-
rity Hotel, Gervis Road, Bournemouth, on 
Tuesday January 5 and Wednesday January 
6  at 7.15pm.  
For details of audition passages see 
www.brownsea-theatre.co.uk , e-mail audi-
tion@brownsea-theatre.co.uk or call the 
Production Manager on 0776 590 7857. 
 
***********************************  

BOURNEMOUTH Shakespeare Players 
hold auditions for their summer open air 
production of Romeo & Juliet at St Josephõs 
Hall, Bournemouth Road, Parkstone, on 
January 11 and 15 at 7.45pm. These audi-
tions are very informal and there are no set 
pieces to learn, but if you are interested you 
are asked to please read the script in ad-
vance and take it along with you. 
For further details call 01202 534776. 
 
***********************************  
THE Fireside Theatreõs next reading will be 
held at Acorns, 55a The Green, Woodlands, 
Verwood, on Wednesday January 13 at 
7.30pm. The play to be read will be My 
Cousin Rachel, adapted from Daphne Du 
Maurierõs novel by Diana Morgan. 
These readings are open to anyone who 
may wish to read or just sit and listen. If you 
are intending to go along please notify 
Daphne Fairburn on 01202 820689 at least 
two days in advance so that catering and 
seating arrangements can be made. 
 
***********************************  
WITTDO (what is there to do) is a new on
-line service designed to help visitors and 
residents more easily discover local attrac-
tions and events. It is possible to search by 
category such as attractions, galleries, music, 
theatre and special events. For further infor-
mation visit www.wittdo.org  
 
***********************************  
THEATRE 2000õs Spring shows are 
Eurobeat (Regent Centre, March 25), The 
Drowsy Chaperone (Twynham School, 
April 8-10) and Pageant (Burley Village 
Hall, April 23/24 & May 14/15). Book 2 or 
more shows now for great discounts. Call 
01202 480397 for details.  
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PREVIEWS 

IF itõs January it must be the panto season, 
and first off are Knollsea Productions with 
Robinson Crusoe at the Mowlem Theatre, 
Swanage, from January 6-9. 
Written by Pat Jones and Brian Travers, the 
show follows Robinsonõs (Sarah Leach) 
intrepid adventures through shipwreck, 
cannibals and Redbeard the Pirateõs (Nick 
Clarke) attempts to steal the treasure map as 
he tries to find the treasure on Yum Yum 
Island. 
Also in on the action is Mum, Britney Cru-
soe (Brian Travers) and his nice but dim 
brother, Kevin (Stewart Jones), love interest 
Beyonce Peveril Point (Emma Whiting), her 
doting uncle, Squire Peveril Point (James 
Chelton) and Roger (Katharine Bailey), a 
full-sized Aussie parrot. Comedy comes 
from Plankton (Pat Jones) and Guppy (Ro 
Smith), Redbeardõs henchmen. 
As usual, thereõs plenty of singing and danc-
ing and awful jokes to keep everyone 
amused. 
 
***********************************  
ALL Saints Dramatic Society will be bring-
ing The Wizard Of Oz to the De La Salle 
Theatre, Southbourne, from January 8. 
Dorothy Gale of Kansas dreams of what 
lies over the rainbow. One day a twister hits 
her farm and carries her away to another 
world ð the land of Oz. 
The RSC version, which is the one All 
Saints will be performing, captures the at-
mosphere of the 1939 MGM classic film 
and includes the songs Follow The Yellow 
Brick Road, If I Only Had A Brain and, of 
course, Somewhere Over The Rainbow. 
There are also extra numbers, deleted from 
the film, including the energetic dance num-
ber The Jitterbug. 
 

The production team is Lesley Lock 
(director), Alistair Hume (musical director) 
a n d  C l a i r e  C a m b l e- H u t c h i n s 
(choreographer). The cast includes Fizz 
Pringle (Dorothy), Olly Faulkner 
(Scarecrow), Dave Nayler (Tin Man), Rob 
Arrowsmith (Lion), Jenni Boyce (Glinda) 
and Mark Andrews (Wizard). 
 
***********************************  
PANTOMIME not your style? Then why 
not try BBLOCõs One Night Only, an ex-
travaganza of music and dance with the Las 
Vegas touch? 
This concert, which is directed by Dale Wa-
terworth, is being performed at Kinson 
Community Centre (January 8), Regent 
Centre, Christchurch (January 15), Barring-
ton Theatre, Ferndown (January 16) and 
Layard Theatre, Canford School (January 
23). 
 
***********************************  
OVER in Romsey, RAODS will be per-
forming Peter Denyerõs version of Cinder-
ella at the Plaza Theatre every Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday from January 
14-30. 
Will Buttons tell Cinders he loves her? Will 
the evil Baroness and her daughters, the 
Ugly Sisters, succeed in keeping Cinderella 
away from the ball? Will Prince Charming 
find his true love? Will the Fairy God-
mother grant Cinders her wish to go to the 
ball?  
Will there be laughter? Will there be fun? 
Will there be magic?  On yes there will!!! Put 
some magic in your life and donõt miss this 
production, which has something for all the 
family. 
 
***********************************  
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PREVIEWS 

THE  award-winning Highcliffe Charity 
Players present the stage premiere of cele-
brated TV writer Simon Nyeõs pantomime 
Aladdin at the Regent Centre, Christchurch, 
from 23-30 January.  This panto was first 
seen with a star-studded cast on ITV on 
Boxing Day 2000. 
 
Simon Nye, the award-winning writer of TV 
sitcom Men Behaving Badly, created this 
highly entertaining version of Aladdin for 
some of his favourite actors including Mar-
tin Clunes, Paul Merton, Griff Rhys Jones 
and Julian Clary. 
 
òThis is fantastic news for Charity Players,ó 
said HCP Chairman, Georgina Smith: òI am 
delighted that we are able to give the first 
stage production of Simonõs highly amusing 
version - my family and I loved it when we 
first saw it on TV, it really made our Christ-
mas! Aladdin was one of the first pantos 
Charity Players ever staged at the Regent 
Centre back in 1974, and I believe it is a 
reflection of our reputation for panto excel-
lence that has helped secure us the rights to 
this prestigious premiere.ó 
 
Aladdin contains all the best panto ingredi-
ents from adventure and romance to com-
edy and slapstick.  And, as ever, HCP will 
put its own inimitable stamp on this witty 
script to create a fast moving production 
that combines fabulous costumes, sumptu-
ous sets and great song and dance routines, 
with the usual quota of knockabout humour 
and audience participation. 
 
 
 

This exotic tale of magic and flying carpets 
sees the evil magician Abanazer planning to 
take over the world with the aid of a magic 
lamp. But the Spirit of the Ring predicts 
that only a boy named Aladdin, famed for 
his innocence and goodness, can retrieve 
the lamp from a magic cave in Peking.  
 
Will Aladdin manage to find the magic lamp 
for Abanazer and become rich and famous 
so that he can marry the Emperorõs daugh-
ter, Princess Jasmine?   
 
Pete Whitaker, who is directing his first 
panto, has teamed up with fellow HCP 
member Louise King as choreographer.  
HCP newcomer Siobhan Ranns is Aladdin, 
with 19-year-old Leah Doyle as the Princess 
ð both taking on principal roles for the first 
time.  Abanazer is played by last yearõs 
dame, 6õ 4ó Richard Facer, Stuart Tizzard is 
Widow Twankey, the Spirit of the Ring is 
David Coward and the HCP Music Direc-
tor, Ian Carter, makes his panto debut as 
the Genie of the Lamp.  Other roles are 
taken by David Gillard (Emperor); Debbie 
Crowton (Handmaiden); Stephen Hutt 
(Wishee-Washee); Simon Abbott (Police 
Chief), Kim Doyle & Jane Melling (PCõs 
Plip & Plop), Shelley Gould (High Priestess) 
and Marcus White (Older Prince).  
 
Aladdin runs at the Regent Centre for ten 
performances, including three matinees and 
the popular ôTuesday Teatime Showõ (at 
5.30pm) which offers the unique opportu-
nity to meet Aladdin and the cast after the 
show. As usual, profits from HCPõs panto 
will be donated to local charities. 
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BROADSTONE Pantomime Productions 
will be performing a traditional version of 
Aladdin at the War Memorial Hall, Broad-
stone, over two weekends, January 15/16 
and 22/23. 
The show has been specially written by Ron 
Kite and will be directed by Mally Tieche. 
Proceeds will be donated to the Round Ta-
ble Childrenõs Wish. 
 
***********************************  
OVER at Shorefield Holiday Centre, Mil-
ford On Sea, the Petunia Players will be 
performing Petunia And The Purple People 
Eater on January 23 to help with New Mil-
ton Round Tableõs fund-raising activities. 
The Petunia Playersõ name may not sound 
familiar, but if you go along itõs a fair bet 
that youõll recognise most of the performers 
from the local musical scene, particularly if 
youõve seen any of Christchurch Gilbert & 
Sullivan Societyõs productions recently. I 
can promise you though that everyone will 
look very different from how you have ever 
seen them before!  
There are two performances, at 3.30pm and 
7.30pm, with a two-course carvery from 
5.30pm ð 7pm  for those who wish to eat 
before or after the show. Tickets are avail-
able for the panto alone, or a combined 
show/meal deal. 
 
***********************************  
BURLEY Players will be performing Paul 
Reakesõ Cinderella at the village hall from 
January 24-30, in a production directed by 
Annie McTaggart. 
 
***********************************   
 

 
PREVIEWS 

WHY GOOD FRIDAY? 2010 
 

A musical version of the Easter 
story, set in the present day. 
 
To be performed on March 18, 19 & 
20 at Lighthouse, Poole, and April 2 
& 3 at the Regent Centre, Christ-
church, with other dates and venues 
to be confirmed. 
 
Tickets available NOW from Light-
house on 08444 068666 and Regent 
Centre on 01202 499199.  
 
For further details call Brian on 
01929 475618 or e-mail  
whygoodfriday@aol.com  

WANTED  
 

THREE DISCIPLES.  
  

IF you are interested in 
playing one of  these 

roles in Why Good Fri-
day, please contact Brian 
Harries on 01929 475618 

or e-mail him at 
 whygoodfriday@aol.com 
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PREVIEWS 

TAKE  the plunge down the rabbit hole 
with the Castle Players this coming January 
as Dorsetõs favourite local drama company 
present their annual pantomime: Alice in 
Wonderland at the Lytchett Matravers Vil-
lage Hall from January 29.   
Directed by Ann Lloyd, this magical all 
singing all dancing production sees Alice set 
out on a brand new adventure in Wonder-
land - and this time she's taking Mum along 
too!    
In true panto tradition our heroine falls in 
love with a handsome prince, solves a riddle 
and, with the help of some new friends, 
takes on head to head the evil force that has 
taken over Wonderland.  
As well as Wonderlandõs traditional favour-
ites the Mad Hatter, the Tweedle twins and 
the White Rabbit, writers Kate Parry and 
Karen Dolan-Smith also include some 
imaginative new characters.  
This Panto welcomes to the stage the laugh-
able but lovable Gladys (Aliceõs mother and 
the most extravagant Pantomime Dame this 
side of the county, played by local favourite 
Chris Bunn) who is joined by valiant Prince 
Valentino, the intolerable Princess Inconti-
nenta and the formidable Queen of Hearts 
as youõve never seen her before!  
With lots of comedy, adventure and thigh 
slapping to boot, this pantomime is filled 
with fun for all the family. 
 
***********************************  
FERNDOWN Phoenix Musical Society 
will be performing Scrooge The Musical at 
the Barrington Theatre, Ferndown, from 
January 27-30. 
 

Itõs Christmas Eve 1843 in the London of 
Charles Dickens as the curtain opens on the 
miserly Ebenezer Scrooge, a man who is 
about to undergo a series of mysterious 
phantom visitations and an eventual striking 
transformation. 
Leslie Bricusseõs brilliant musical score 
brings to life the classic and heart-warming 
story of A Christmas Carol in a series of 
magical scenes and touching lyrics that cap-
ture the true spirit of Christmas. 
Fresh and vibrant songs blend inimitable 
British humour with memorable harmonies: 
I Hate People, December The Twenty-
Fifth, Good Times, The Ministerõs Cat, Iõll 
Begin Again and the irrepressible Thank 
You Very Much. 
Sharron Pearcy directs, Lisa Hopton is cho-
reographer and Jean Roach is musical direc-
tor. 
 
***********************************  
THE Maskers Theatre Company are per-
forming The Crucible at the Nuffield Thea-
tre, Southampton, from February 2-6. 
Arthur Millerõs classic parable of mass hys-
teria draws a chilling parallel between the 
Salem witch-hunt of 1692 and the McCar-
thyism that gripped America in the 1950s. 
The story tells of how the small community 
of Salem is stirred into madness by supersti-
tion, paranoia and malice, culminating in a 
violent climax. The events that led to the 
witch trials began with the seemingly inex-
plicable behaviour of two young girls and 
ended with accusation, violence and death. 
By the time the hysteria had spent itself, 24 
people had died ð nineteen were hanged on 
Gallows Hill in Salem Town, others died in 
prison. A powerful drama not to be missed. 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

 1. A con man arrives in a small Iowa town and falls in love with the librar-
ian. Which musical is this? 
 
2. Which Gilbert & Sullivan opera opened in New York and London on the 
same night? 
 
3. I Get A Kick Out Of You and Blow, Gabriel Blow are numbers from 
which musical? 
 
4. ôAlas poor Yorick, I knew him Horatioõ says Hamlet, but who was Yo-
rick?  
 
5. Which play is a parody of life in a girlsõ boarding school? 
 
6. In the musical The Phantom Of The Opera, who is Christineõs childhood 
friend? 
 
7. Dadõs Army actor Arnold Ridley wrote a play set in a railway station wait-
ing room. Name the play. 
 
8. Who lived opposite the Jacksons in the play Pack Of Lives? 
 
9. In 1994 the Globe Theatre in Londonõs Shaftesbury Avenue changed its 
name to what? 
 
10. In the musical The Producers, what is Adolph Hitlerõs middle name?   

 

ANSWERS 

1. The Music Man;  2. Iolanthe;  3. Anything Goes;  4. The Kingõs jester;  5. Daisy Pulls 
It Off;  6. Raoul;  7. The Ghost Train;  8. The spies Helen and Peter Kroger;  9. The 
Gielgud Theatre;  10. Elizabeth.  



 

 13 

WIN A FAMILY PASS FOR THE HEART WINTER ICE RINK  
 

THE Heart Winter Ice Rink has returned to the BIC, and is open daily until February 21. 
Great fun for all the family, it will again feature Icicles, a separate area for smaller children 
and their parents. Heart Club Classics on Ice nights will also return, along with a Valentines 
Event and brand new Heart Chilled Sundays. 
 
Tickets can be booked in advance by calling 0844 576 3000 or from www.bic.co.uk . They 
can also be purchased in person from the ticket office in the Purbeck Hall foyer, situated at 
the rear of the BIC, or the Pavilion ticket office. Pre-booking is recommended as sessions 
regularly sell out. 
 
Scene One has a Family Pass ( 4 tickets, maximum 2 adults) to give away to the first entry 
drawn that correctly answers the following question ð what is the final date of the Heart 
Winter Ice Rink? 
 
Answers, together with your name and address, should be sent to Scene One, Ashmoor 
Lodge, Ham Lane, Hampreston, Wimborne, BH21 7LT or e-mailed to 
sceneone@talktalk.net by the closing date of January 23.   
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WATCH OUT FOR...  

HIGHCLIFFE Charity Players are holding 
open auditions for Jerry Hermanõs Mack 
and Mabel on February 28 from 1pm-5pm 
at St Markõs Hall, Hinton Wood Avenue, 
Highcliffe. 
The story revolves around the tumultuous 
relationship between Hollywood director 
Mack Sennett and Mabel Normand, who 
became one of his biggest stars. In a series 
of flashbacks, Sennett relates the glory days 
of the Keystone Studios from 1911, when 
he discovered Normand and cast her in 
dozens of his early ôtwo-reelersõ, through his 
invention of Sennettõs Bathing Beauties and 
the Keystone Cops to the coming of sound 
and his inevitable decline. 
The show is being staged at the Regent 
Centre, Christchurch, during the last week 
of July and rehearsals, which are on Tues-
day and Thursday evenings, will begin in 
March. Director is Neil Mathieson and cho-
reographer Georgina Smith. For further 
details see the Playersõ website 
www.highcliffecharityplayers.com  
 
***********************************  
IMPACT Theatre are now busy preparing 
for their next production, following the 
success of their last two seasons of Bazaar 
& Rummage and Someone Whoõll Watch 
Over Me. 
The York Realist, by Peter Gill, is the play 
chosen for this yearõs Village Hall tour, 
which will take place between March 6 and 
13. 
In the capable hands of highly respected 
director Patricia Richardson and with a 
hand-picked cast from amongst the best 
actors in the area, this promises much and 
should add to the consistent and steadily 
growing list of ImpAct successes. 

Confirmed dates and venues are as follows: 
March 6 ð Lytchett Matravers Village Hall 
March 9 ð Verwood Memorial Hall 
March 12 ð Broadstone War Memorial Hall 
March 13 ð West Moors Memorial Hall. 
The box office is open now on 01202 
876007. 
 
***********************************  
FERNDOWN Drama Groupõs next play, 
at the Barrington Theatre from February 4-
6, is Prescription For Murder, a modern 
thriller by Norman Robbins directed by 
Paul Marcus. 
In a quiet village, suspicion falls on the local 
doctor after his third wife succumbs to a 
mysterious illness. With a rustic setting 
straight out of Midsomer Murders and an 
ingenious plot worthy of Agatha Christie, 
this is a gripping thriller suitable for all. 
The cast is Trish Binding, Kevin Dicker, 
Stephen Hawker, Dawn Hollington, Bob 
Johnson, Jenny Sibley and Cathy William-
son. 
Unusually for Ferndown Drama, this pro-
duction will not open until the Thursday 
evening, so a Saturday matinee will replace 
the Wednesday evening performance. 
 
***********************************  
MILBORNE Players will be performing 
Dick Whittington at Milborne St Andrew 
Village Hall from February 4-6. 
The Village Hall was lucky enough to obtain 
funding from The Peopleõs Millions, and 
consequently this production will make full 
use of the newly installed digital sound and 
lighting system, giving an extra dimension 
to what is always an enjoyable event. 
And watch out for a record number of jun-
ior chorus members!  
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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