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EDITORIAL  
 

As I write we are still in the midst of some of the worst winter weather 
for many a long year, and although we in this area have been lucky 
compared to some, staying by a warm fireside has generally seemed 
like the best option. However, just last night we braved the elements 
to attend the Regent Centreõs live broadcast of Der Rosenkavalier from 
the New York Metropolitan Opera, and  we were so glad we made the 
effort. If youõre an opera fan then these evenings are a must and I canõt 
recommend them highly enough. Forget the idea that youõre looking 
at a screen ð it really does seem as if youõre there in the opera house 
itself watching some of the worldõs greatest singers, and as an added 
bonus there are interviews with the stars and tantalising glimpses of 
what goes on behind the scenes, all of which add up to a unique and 
unforgettable experience. 
     

Linda Kirkman 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

WHATõS INSIDE 
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___________________________________________________________ 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 
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Prescription For Murder: Ferndown 
Drama Group, Barrington Theatre, Fern-
down ð February 4-6 at 7.45pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £7.50 eves, £7 matinee. 
Box off ice: 01202 578048 or 
www.ferndowndrama.org.uk 
 
Dick Whittington : Milborne Players, Vil-
lage Hall, Milborne St Andrew ð February 4
-6 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Box office: 
01258 837453 
 
The Farndale Avenue Ladies Tackle 
Macbeth: Lymington Players, Malt Hall 
Theatre, Lymington Community Centre ð 
February 9-13 at 7.30pm. Tickets £6.50 
(Tues only) & £7.50. Box office: 01590 
672337 
 
The Hound Of The Baskervilles: Wim-
borne Drama, Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne ð 
February 11-13 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £8 eves, £7 mat. Box of-
fice: 01202 885566 
 
Bouncers: Arena Theatre, Regent Centre, 
Christchurch ð February 11 at 7.30pm,12 at 
7.30pm & 10pm. Tickets £10, concs. £9. 
Box office: 01202 499199 
 
Lady Windermereõs Fan: BA (Hons) Act-
ing Course Final Year Students of Arts Uni-
versity College at Bournemouth, Light-
house, Poole ð February 11 at 7.30pm, 12 at 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. 
 
Diana Of Dobsonõs: Bournemouth Little 
Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton ð 
February 15-20 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50, 
members £4. Box office: 01202 417474 (8-
9pm only, Mon-Fri, Feb 1-5 or 8-12) 

Dead Guilty: Broadstone Players, War Me-
morial Hall, Broadstone ð February 16-20 at 
7.45pm. Tickets £7.50 at door 
 
Victorian Music Hall : New Forest Players, 
Performing Arts Centre, Ballard School, 
New Milton ð February 17-20 at 7.30pm, 
mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £8 adults, £6 
children. Box office: 0845 166 8775 
 
The Railway Children: Poulner Players, 
Poulner Church Hall ð February 17-20 at 
7.30pm, mats Thurs & Sat at 2.30pm. Tick-
ets £8 eves, £7 mats, children u14 £6 eves, 
£5 mats. Box office: 01425 470588 (5-7pm) 
 
Romeo & Juliet: RAODS, Plaza Theatre, 
Romsey ð February 22-27 at 7.30pm. Tick-
ets £9 (£7 1st night) Box office: 01794 
512987 
 
The Crucible: Regent Rep, Regent Centre, 
Christchurch ð February 23-26 at 7.30pm, 
mat Weds at 2.00pm. Tickets £11, concs. 
£9. Box office: 01202 499199 
 
Separate Tables: P&P Players, Barrington 
Theatre, Ferndown ð February 25-27 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £8.50. Box office: 01202 
885023/894858 
 
Alarms and Excursions: Burnt Toast 
Theatre, Bournemouth Little Theatre, 
Jameson Road, Winton ð February 25-27 at 
7.45pm. Tickets £9 adults, £7 concs. Box 
office: 07793 077967 or 07929 635112 
 
Kiss Me Goodnight Sgt. Major: Olde 
Tyme Players, The Hub, Verwood ð Febru-
ary 26 at 2.30pm. Tickets £8.50. Box office: 
01202 828740 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  

http://www.ferndowndrama.org.uk/
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NOISES OFF 

AT their recent Christmas Ho Ho show, 
Highcliffe Charity Players made donations 
to Highcliffe Junior Choir, Christchurch 
Senior Citizens and Twynham School Inno-
vations Project. 
On the same occasion the Players them-
selves were presented with a Community 
Service Award from the Rotary Club of 
Southampton West in recognition of special 
service within the community, specifically 
for appearing in a Music of the 40s event. 
 
***********************************  
DO you have a lute or two to lend? Brown-
sea Open Air Theatre needs two lutes for its 
summer production of The Taming Of The 
Shrew. One must be an original that can be 
played, the other must fit over a manõs head 
so that it looks as if Katherina has smashed 
it over him. 
If you are able to help please contact Denise  
Mallender on  07880 553175 or e-mail her 
at denise.mallender@btinternet.com  
 
***********************************  
THE Fireside Theatreõs first reading of 
2010 will be W Somerset Maughamõs com-
edy of manners, The Circle, and will be held 
at 123 Ringwood Road, Verwood, on Feb-
ruary 10 at 7.30pm. 
Lady Kitty abandons her husband and 
young son and elopes to Italy with her 
lover. Many years later the lovers return to 
England, where Lady Kitty finds that her 
daughter-in-law is about to elope with her 
own lover. Should she try to stop the elope-
ment or let the circle be completed? 
Anyone who wants to go along and simply 
listen is always just as welcome as those 
who would like to read.  
 

If you wish to attend, please call Jenny 
Brown on 01202 825178 at least two days 
beforehand so that catering and seating 
arrangements can be made. 
 
***********************************  
LOTTERY funding has been obtained for 
a new musical, Loose Change, to be shown 
at local venues including the Lighthouse 
Studio in the autumn. 
The show, set in 1950s London and with a 
jazz/blues-type score, is the story of a club 
singer whose life begins to revolve round 
the bottle. Will she face ruin or can she es-
cape its clutches? 
The company is urgently looking for an 
experienced stage manager who will be will-
ing to attend rehearsals from March 
through to the production.  
Roles in the show will be cast by audition in 
the spring. There are parts for both men 
and women, age range from young to mid-
dle-aged. 
If you are interested, whether in becoming 
stage manager or in taking part, please call 
07922 127105 for more information. 
 
***********************************  
THE syllabus for this yearõs Bournemouth 
Music Competitions Festival is now avail-
able from the Festival Office on 01202 
556023 or via the website www.bmcf.info  
If you want to take part in this prestigious 
festival you need to hurry, as the closing 
date for dance classes, which take place 
between May 29 and June 5, is February 18. 
Closing date for music, speech and drama 
classes, taking place from June 28 to July 9, 
is March 18. 
 
***********************************  
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PREVIEWS 

FERNDOWN Drama Groupõs next play, 
at the Barrington Theatre from February 4-
6, is Prescription For Murder, a modern 
thriller by Norman Robbins directed by 
Paul Marcus. 
In a quiet village, suspicion falls on the local 
doctor after his third wife succumbs to a 
mysterious illness. With a rustic setting 
straight out of Midsomer Murders and an 
ingenious plot worthy of Agatha Christie, 
this is a gripping thriller suitable for all. 
The cast is Trish Binding, Kevin Dicker, 
Stephen Hawker, Dawn Hollington, Bob 
Johnson, Jenny Sibley and Cathy William-
son. 
Unusually for Ferndown Drama, this pro-
duction will not open until the Thursday 
evening, so a Saturday matinee will replace 
the Wednesday evening performance. 
 
***********************************  
 
LYMINGTON Playersõ next production at 
the Malt Hall Theatre, Lymington Commu-
nity Centre, is The Farndale Avenue Ladies 
Tackle Macbeth. This hilarious comedy by 
David McGillivray and Walter Zerlin sees a 
small group of enthusiastic but extremely 
incompetent ladies from the Farndale Ave-
nue Townswomenõs Guild try to perform 
ôthe Scottish playõ. Every possible error and 
disaster known to amateur dramatics en-
sures that this will be a production different 
from all others! 
In case some of you reading this have never 
seen one of the Farndale farces, perhaps I 
should qualify my last sentence by explain-
ing that it is the Farndale Avenue Ladies 
who are incompetent, not those from Lym-
ington Players!  
 
***********************************  
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PREVIEWS 

A new and exciting re-working of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyleõs most famous Sherlock 
Holmes adventure will be performed by the 
acclaimed Wimborne Drama theatre com-
pany at the Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne from  
February 11-13. 
The Hound Of The Baskervilles was first 
published in 1902. This new stage version is 
thrilling and fast moving, laced with hu-
mour, but remaining faithful to the original 
story. The great detective and his loyal com-
panion Dr Watson must unravel the murder 
of Sir Charles Baskerville, the mystery of a 
savage, spectral hound, and an evil that has 
haunted the Baskerville family for centuries. 
The action moves swiftly between Holmes 
and Watsonõs lodgings at 221B Baker Street, 
the vast imposing Baskerville Hall and the 
eerie Grimpin Mire on Dartmoor. 
Written by stage and TV actor Clive Fran-
cis, The Daily Telegraph described his adapta-
tion as òexcellent ... with just the right mix-
ture of suspense and laughteró. 
Wimborne Drama has developed a deserved 
reputation for its outstanding theatre pro-
ductions and is rapidly becoming one of the 
areaõs leading companies, wowing audiences 
and critics alike. 
The latest production from this talented, 
multi-award winning company has a cast of 
thirteen led by Tony Parkinson as Holmes 
and Stuart Glossop as Watson, with Rob 
Cording as Sir Henry Baskerville. The direc-
tor is Richard Neal. 
òSherlock Holmes is arguably literatureõs 
greatest detective and The Hound of the Bask-
ervilles his most famous case,ó says Richard.  
It is a murder mystery story set in this sinis-
ter and foreboding place with a hint of the 
supernatural about it. And there are some 
humorous moments too. 

Conan Doyle had actually killed off Holmes 
a decade earlier, but such was the public 
outcry over his death, that Conan Doyle 
was forced to bring him back. 
The Hound Of The Baskervilles was pre-
sented as an earlier adventure from 
Holmesõs casebook. It became an instant hit 
and remains his best-loved story. It is not 
hard to see why. 
 
***********************************  
ARENA Theatre are in residence at the 
Regent Centre on February 11 & 12 with 
John Godberõs Bouncers. 
Bursting with imagination and wit, Bounc-
ers is an outrageous and hilarious parody of 
the disco scene in the 1980s. The four brut-
ish bouncers of the title, plus one other, 
portray over twenty characters as the audi-
ence is invited for a night out on the town. 
We see them as giggly girls and lads prepar-
ing for their big night out and we follow 
their progress to the disco floor. There we 
also meet an entire cross-section of disco-
goers, hooray henrys, pogoing punks and 
drunken slobs. 
The eveningõs events are set against the 
tatty, glitzy, glamour, flashing lights and 
pulsating beat of the night-club scene. 
Please note that this production is not suit-
able for young children as it contains lan-
guage that some may find offensive. 
 
***********************************      

 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE 
ONE WHEN BOOKING FOR 
SHOWS YOU HAVE READ 
ABOUT HERE.  
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WIN TICKETS FOR KISS ME GOODNIGHT SGT. MAJOR AT THE  
VERWOOD HUB  

ON Friday February 26 at 2.30pm at The Hub, Verwood, The Olde Tyme Players will be 
presenting their comical and musical revue of the Second World War, Kiss Me Goodnight 
Sgt. Major. 
This fast-paced original production takes you, the audience, on a nostalgic journey back to 
the time when comedy and music were in their heyday, bringing back to life those charac-
ters of yesteryear such as Flanagan and Allen, Robb Wilton from the Home Guard, George 
Formby, Noel Coward, The Andrews Sisters, Vera Lynn and even the ôcheeky chappieõ 
himself, Max Miller. 
Songs such as The White Cliffs Of Dover, A Nightingale Sang In Berkeley Square, London 
Pride, When The Lights Go On Again and Underneath The Arches are just a few of the 
catchy sing-along numbers that will take you on a trip down memory lane. 
Seen through the eyes of the ARP warden are scenes from an Army medical centre, Land 
Army girls working on the farm, the RAF, the Navy and rationing through the blitz. 
If you want to capture that sense of comradeship and the British sense of humour, then 
this show is especially for you!  For booking details and prices see Whatõs Happening.  
 
Scene One has a pair of tickets to give away. For your chance of winning please 
answer the following question: Which wartime star has recently found herself in the 
charts again? Send your answer, together with your name, address and telephone 
number, to Scene One, Ashmoor Lodge, Ham Lane, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 7LT 
or via e-mail to sceneone@talktalk.net by the closing date of Friday February 19. 
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WIN TICKETS FOR A MIDSUMMER NIGHTõS DREAM AT THE PAVILION, 
BOURNEMOUTH  

 

ON March 3 at 7.30pm Practical Productions will be bringing A Midsummer Nightõs 
Dream to Bournemouth Pavilion for one night only. Join the fully professional cast of fif-
teen actors and dancers in this spectacular production forming part of a major UK tour of 
this iconic and much-loved Shakespeare comedy of lovers, fairies and, above all, lots of fun. 
To keep with the tradition of the piece, the role of Bottom will be played by a leading com-
edy circuit and Jongleurs headline comedian.  
This production is staged and presented by the same team behind the hugely successful hit 
aviation comedy Club Class, which has now toured to over 100 UK large-scale theatres in 
the last four years. 
Tickets, price £12 & £15, are available from the box office on 0844 576 3000. 
 
 
Scene One has a pair of tickets to give away. For your chance of winning please 
answer the following question:  In which country is A Midsummer Nightõs Dream 
Set? Send your answer, together with your name, address and telephone number, to 
Scene One, Ashmoor Lodge, Ham Lane, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 7LT or via e-
mail to sceneone@talktalk.net by the closing date of Friday February 19. 
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PREVIEWS 

 THEREõS an evening of elegance, com-
edy, music, dance, wit, gossip, suspense and 
intrigue in store when final year students on 
the BA (Hons) Acting Course at the Arts 
University College at Bournemouth per-
form Oscar Wildeõs play Lady Winder-
mereõs Fan at Lighthouse, Poole, on Febru-
ary 11 & 12. 
First seen at the St Jamesõ Theatre in 1892, 
it is a biting satire on the morals of Victo-
rian society, particularly marriage, and 
chronicles a series of misunderstandings 
and deceptions in high society. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to see first-
class acting from students on the cusp of a 
professional career, and the costumes and 
make-up will be quite something too, as 
performances are supported by students on 
the BA (Hons) Costume course and the 
brand new FdA Make-Up course.  
 
***********************************  
FOR their next production, at Jameson 
Road from February 15-20, Bournemouth 
Little Theatre Club is reviving the first play 
they ever performed ð exactly 90 years ago! 
Diana Of Dobsonõs is a romantic comedy 
by Cicely Hamilton. 
Director Eileen Rawlings said, òI read this 
play out of curiosity, quite prepared to find 
that it was far too dated to be of interest to 
a modern audience. How wrong I was. It 
ran well in both London and New York and 
is full of lively characters and scenes that 
still resonate today.ó 
Eileenõs cast is Louise Thomas, Claire Hunt, 
Sharon Forster, Cathy Murray, Gill Linford, 
Linda Mahony, Chris Huggill, Mike Grif-
fiths, Adam Donoghue and Tommy Eger-
ton. 

BROADSTONE Players take to the stage 
of Broadstoneõs War Memorial Hall from 
February 16 with Richard Harrisõ Dead 
Guilty. 
This tense psychological study of guilt and 
obsession concerns an attractive young 
graphic artist whose leg is badly injured in a 
car crash that occurred when a business 
associate suffered a fatal heart attack at the 
wheel. 
Housebound and depressed, Julia is tor-
mented when things disappear, a Mexican 
orange blossom materialises on her sham-
bling Victorian terrace and someone prowls 
upstairs at night. 
While a kindly counsellor contends with 
Juliaõs suicidal tendencies and a besotted 
handyman helps around the house, the ex-
cessively solicitous widow invades Juliaõs 
life. Suspense builds as the question be-
comes whether the affair Julia was enjoying 
with her now dead colleague will be at the 
cost of her own life. 
 
***********************************  
DO you remember The Good Old Days 
with Leonard Sachs? Then why not go 
along to New Forest Playersõ Victorian Mu-
sic Hall, at Ballard School Performing Arts 
Centre from February 17-20. 
Youõll find a plethora of pulchritude, a 
comely chorus, scintillating soloists and a 
memorable melodrama. 
Not only that, but you are encouraged to 
sing along with all those old songs that you 
remember so well. 
What could be more fun on a cold winterõs 
night? 
 
***********************************  
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EDITH  Nesbitõs enduring tale The Railway 
Children comes to Ringwood this February 
half-term. Telling how the comfortable lives 
of three Edwardian children, Roberta, Peter 
and Phyllis, are shattered when their father 
is arrested on suspicion of betraying state 
secrets, the children and their mother move 
from London to a modest cottage near a 
railway in the countryside, where they have 
all sorts of adventures. This production, 
presented by Poulner Players, has some-
thing to entertain audiences of all ages: a 
strong cast including a bevy of junior actors, 
delightful songs, some vintage charm, and ... 
even trains!  
The Childrenõs Chronic Arthritis Associa-
tion charity will be benefitting from this 
production. 
 
***********************************  
FOLLOWING  their sell out success last 
year with Jamaica Inn, Director John King 
and his talented cast  at Regent Rep pull out 
all of the stops for one of the most power-
ful plays in American literature.  The Cruci-
ble is an absolute classic that won the Best 
Play Tony award in 1953 for Arthur 
Miller.  It is set around the infamous Salem 
Witch Trials in Massachusetts during 1692.  
 The plot highlights the hysteria that hit the 
New England colonies and was viewed as a 
veiled condemnation of the anti communist 
witch hunt conducted by the notorious 
Senator Joseph McCarthy during the 
50s.  This is a gripping historical tale of 
puritanical purges and is a warning to con-
temporary society of the dangers of authori-
tarian bigotry.  The lies of a malicious young 
servant girl are enough to arouse a whole 
town against 19 innocent people. 
 

The ensuing trial is an edge-of-the-seat af-
fair in which a one way trip to the gallows 
looks like the inevitable verdict. 
See The Crucible at the Regent Centre, 
Christchurch, from February 23-26. 
 
***********************************  
AT Ferndownõs Barrington Theatre from 
February 25-26, Poole & Parkstone Players 
will be performing two linked one-act plays 
written by Terence Rattigan. 
 In  Table Number One, it's the off-season 
at a small private hotel in Bournemouth and 
only the long-term residents are in occupa-
tion.   Life is suddenly stirred up when 
glamorous newcomer Anne Shankland ar-
rives, apparently coincidentally, and meets 
up with her ex-husband, a disgraced Labour 
politician who resides at the hotel.  
Table Number Two is set about 18 months 
later, and deals with the touching friendship 
between a repressed spinster and a retired 
Army Officer who is not quite all he seems.  
His exposure brings out the worst and 
best amongst the other hotel guests.  Guilt, 
hatred, prejudice, passion:  this is Terence 
Rattigan, the master of human emotion, at 
his best. 
The P&P Players are part of Poole and 
Parkstone Productions and were formed in 
2005 for members who enjoy performing, 
and audiences who enjoy watching straight 
plays.  The Players have had great success 
with plays such as Rebecca, Habeas Corpus 
and A Chorus of Disapproval as well as 
their regular Evenings of One Act Plays. 
 
***********************************  
 

 
PREVIEWS 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

1.  Who wrote the play An Inspector Calls? 
 
2. In which Shakespeare play does Helena fall in love with Bertram, the 
Count of Rousillon? 
 
3. In the musical Cabaret, with whom does Herr Schulz sing about getting 
married? 
 
4. In Noel Cowardõs Private Lives, Elyot describes China as ôvery bigõ. How 
does he describe Japan? 
 
5. When Maiden Loves She Sits And Sighs is the opening number of which 
Gilbert and Sullivan opera? What is significant about this opening? 
 
6. The small town of Bomont in America is the background to which musi-
cal? 
 
7. Which Oscar Wilde play opens in the morning room of a house in Carl-
ton Terrace, London? 
 
8. Who led the campaign to build a replica of Shakespeareõs Globe Theatre 
in London? 
 
9. Stage left is on the right or left side when seen from the auditorium? 
 
10. In the musical Les Miserables, which two characters appear to the dying 
Valjean? 

 

ANSWERS 

1. J B Priestley;  2. Allõs Well That Ends Well;  3. Fraulein Schneider;  4. Very small;       
5. The Yeomen Of The Guard, the only Savoy Opera that does not open with a chorus;       
6. Footloose;  7. Lady Windermereõs Fan;  8. Sam Wanamaker;  9. Right;  10. Fantine and 
Eponine.  
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WHY GOOD FRIDAY? 2010 

 
A musical version of the Easter 
story, set in the present day. 
 
To be performed on March 18, 19 
& 20 at Lighthouse, Poole, and 
April 2 & 3 at the Regent Centre, 
Christchurch, with other dates 
and venues to be confirmed. 
 
Tickets available NOW from 
Lighthouse on 08444 068666 and 
Regent Centre on 01202 499199.  
 
For further details call Brian on 
01929 475618 or e-mail  
whygoodfriday@aol.com  
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WATCH OUT FOR...  

HIGHLY  acclaimed and award-winning 
ImpAct Theatre, well-known for presenting 
some of the most professional amateur 
drama in the local area, will embark on its 
2010 Spring Tour on Saturday March 6, 
when its production of The York Realist, 
written by Peter Gill, opens at Lytchett Ma-
travers Village Hall. 
 
The play, set in the sixties in a tied cottage 
outside York is a family story as well as a 
finely drawn love story; it also makes us 
think about the depth of class allegiances, 
the strength of the family, and the origins 
and ownership of art itself.     
 
Described as  ôa gem of a playõ, The York 
Realist was first produced by the English 
Touring Theatre,  starting at The Lowry in 
Salford Quays and moving to the Bristol 
Old Vic in 2001, before visiting the Royal 
Court  Theatre,  London in the spring of 
2002. 
 
This absorbing drama, in the capable hands 
of highly respected director Patricia 
Richardson, also responsible for directing 
last yearõs critically acclaimed tour produc-
tion of Someone Whoõll Watch Over Me 
will subsequently play on March 9 at Ver-
wood Memorial Hall, on March 12 at 
Broadstone War Memorial Hall and the 
following evening at West Moors Village 
Hall. All performances will commence at 
7.45 pm. 
 
The cast is Justin Sellick, Greig Blanden, 
Stephanie Fereday, Cathy Feiner, Chaz Dav-
enport, Beverley Beck and Jamie Wells. 
 
 

ImpAct Theatre, whose previous produc-
tions have included Oleanna, Brimstone 
And Treacle, The Glass Menagerie, My 
Mother Saidé., The Prime Of Miss Jean 
Brodie, Death And The Maiden, ônight 
Mother and Bazaar And Rummage, is not a 
club or society but simply a small group of 
dedicated drama enthusiasts who get to-
gether from time to time to undertake the-
atrical productions of a particularly chal-
lenging or inspirational nature which would 
not, as a rule, be attempted by the average 
amateur company. The cast and production 
team is usually put together by invitation, 
selected from the very best of local theatri-
cal talent. In the fourteen years since its 
inception, ImpAct Theatre has won a fistful 
of awards and a well-deserved reputation 
for striving to present theatre of the highest 
possible quality. 
 
Tickets, at £7.50 each will be available at the 
door, but may be booked in advance by 
telephoning 01202 876007 or by sending a 
cheque payable to ImpAct Theatre and a 
SAE to : Patricia Richardson, 85 Beaufoys 
Avenue, Ferndown, BH22 9RN. 
 
***********************************  
WIMBORNE Musical Society have just 
begun rehearsals for their next production, 
Annie Get Your Gun, which takes place at 
the Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne, from June 
22-26. 
Rehearsals are held every Thursday evening 
from 7.45pm at Merley Community Centre, 
Harrier Drive. Anyone who is interested in 
getting involved with the show, whether on 
or off stage, is welcome to go along. 
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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