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TO LET  
 

UNFURNISHED ONE-
BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR 
FLAT IN CENTRAL POOLE. 
SUN LOUNGE, USE OF GAR-
DEN, PRIVATE PARKING 
SPACE. £600 PER CALENDAR 
MONTH.  
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
CALL 01202 676019.  

ADVERTISING RATES  
£30 per quarter page 

£50 per half page 
£100 per full page 

 
Editor : Linda Kirkman (sceneone@talktalk.net) 

Deputy Editor: Lyn Richell 
Printed by: Colour Copier, Highcliffe 

Sponsors: CPS Group (magazine) 
Digital Fox (website) 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Copy/advertising deadlines: 15th of month prior to publication 
____________________________________________________________ 

Scene One is read by those with a 
proven interest in the Arts. Could 
YOU benefit from advertising in 
this space?  

mailto:sceneone@talktalk.net
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EDITORIAL  
 

WELCOME to the first issue of Scene One, a non-profit-making publication 
in support of local amateur theatre that will be issued monthly, free of 
charge, at most amateur productions. 
I owe a huge debt of gratitude to the CPS Group (www.c-p-s-group.com), 
whose financial support and belief in my project have enabled it to become a 
reality. 
My eternal thanks also go to Roger Sansom (www.digitalfox.co.uk), for set-
ting up, maintaining and sponsoring our website, www.sceneone.biz , and 
whose input and sharing of his expertise has gone far beyond the call of duty. 
My aim is to tell as many people as possible what is happening locally in the 
amateur theatre world. There are some fine productions out there, and I 
hope that in these pages you will learn of some that you might otherwise 
have missed, and will want to go along to. 
As we go to press well in advance of some previewed productions, you may 
find it useful to take a look at our website, www.sceneone.biz , to check that 
nothing has changed. There you can also download copies of this magazine, 
read the latest news that came in too late for publication, or reviews of pro-
ductions ð reproduced by kind permission of the Daily Echo ð and find links 
to most local groups and other theatre-related organisations. 
It is also the place to get in touch with us if thereõs anything youõd like to see 
in the magazine that we donõt yet cover, so if youõve got something to say ð 
get writing! 
 
Linda Kirkman, Editor.  
 

 
 

WHATõS INSIDE 
 

Page 4 .................................. Whatõs Happening 
Page 5 .................................. Noises Off 
Page 7 .................................. Competition 
Page 8 .................................. G&S Diamond Anniversary 
Page 10 ................................ Previews 
Page 11 ................................ Previews 
Page 12 ................................ Previews 
Page 13 ................................ Previews 
Page 15 ................................ All About our Sponsors  

http://www.c-p-s-group.com/
http://www.digitalfox.co.uk/
http://www.sceneone.biz/
http://www.sceneone.biz/
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Plays ônõ Chips: Broadstone Play-

ers, War Memorial Hall, Broad-
stoneñSeptember 1,7,8 at 8pm. 

Tickets from NJ Lines, The Broad-
way, Broadstone 

 

Hobsonõs Choice: All Saints Dra-
matic Society, De La Salle Theatre, 

Southbourne ð September 13-15 at 

7.30pm. Box office: 01202 568545 

 

An Evening Of One-Act Plays: 
P&P Players, Bournemouth Little 

Theatre, Jameson Road ð September 

13-15 at 7.45pm. Tickets £6.50. Box 
office: 01202  474297 

 

Seven Brides For Seven Brothers: 

Ferndown Phoenix Musical Society, 

Barrington Theatre, Ferndown ð 
September 18-22 at 7.30pm, mat Sat 

at 2.30pm. Box office: 01202 894858 

 
A Cream Cracker Under The Set-

tee/ Five Kinds of Silence: Jack 

Snell Productions, Kinson Commu-
nity Centre, Pelhams Park ð Septem-

ber 20 & 21 at 8pm. Tickets £6, 
concs. £5, on the door. Please note 

that second play is not suitable for 

under 16s. 
 

Relatively Speaking: Wimborne 

Drama, Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne ð 
September 20-22 at 7.30pm, mat Sat 

at 2.30pm. Tickets £8, concs. £7. 
Box office: 01202 885566 

 

 

Last Night Of The Boscombe 

Proms: St Clements Church, Bos-
combe ð September 22 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets £5. Box office: 01202 
399114 

 

The Pirates Of Penzance: Christ-
church Gilbert & Sullivan Society, 

Regent Centre, Christchurch ð Sep-

tember 26-29 at 7.30pm. Mat Sat at 

2.30pm. Tickets £11, concs. £10.50. 

Box office: 01202 499199 
 

Ticket To Ride: Zenith Theatre 

Company, St Aldhelmõs Hall, Poole 
Road, Branksome ð September 28 at 

7.30pm, 29 at 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 

Tickets £6, concs. £5, u14 & Sat 

mat £3. Box office: 01202 723588 

 
Three Raffles And A Hotpot: 

Opus 8, Arts Centre, Ballard School, 

New Milton ð September 29 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £8, concs. £7. Box 

office: 01425 628139 

 
Lend Me A Tenor: Castle Players, 

Village Hall, Lytchett Matravers ð 
October 18-20 at 7.45pm. Tickets 

£7, concs. £6. Box office: 01202 

623904 
 

Soiree: Ringwood Musical and Dra-

matic Society, The Hub, Verwood ð 
October 18,19, 29,30,31, November 

1,2,3. Tickets £10. Bookings by post 
or e-mail only: 10 Poulner Park, 

Ringwood, Hants, BH24 1TZ or 

Soireesam1@aol.com  

WHATõS HAPPENING 

mailto:Soireesam1@aol.com
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NOISES OFF 

IF  youõve always wanted to take part 

in a pantomime, read on. 

Highcliffe Charity Players will be 

performing Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears at the Regent Centre, 

Christchurch, from January 19-26 

next year. There will be a script read

-through at the United Reformed 

Church Hall, Walkford, on Thursday 

September 13 at 7.30pm, followed 

by open auditions on Sunday Sep-

tember 23 at 1pm at St Markõs 

Church Hall, Highcliffe. 

For further details call Sue Wood-

ward on 01579 362759 or visit the 

Playersõ website, 

www.highcliffecharityplayers.co.uk 

 
**************************  

 
ARE you a man? Do you want to 

sing? Someone needs you! Poole and 

Parkstone Singers, an award-winning 

choir that sings everything from 

nursery rhymes and opera to show 

songs and sacred music, is in need 

of tenors and basses.   

Rehearsals are held on Thursday 

evenings from 7.30pm at St Maryõs 

Hall, off Longfleet Road, Poole, so 

why not go along? For more infor-

mation call Marilyn Coombes on 

01202 268097.  
 

**************************  

 

AS I write it is still high summer, but 

some people are already thinking 

about next year, when Brownsea 

Open Air Theatre will be perform-

ing The Merchant of Venice from 

July 23 ð August 8 under the direc-

tion of Denise Mallender. For details 

of open auditions, which will be held 

on January 8 & 9, and for booking 

information (it sells out quickly, so 

be among the first), visit 

www.brownsea-theatre.co.uk  

Backstage and front of house help is 

also regularly needed, so if you have 

experience in these areas, or you are 

keen to learn, why not go along to 

the auditions and find out more? If 

you canõt make those dates, contact 

the company at B.O.A.T., PO Box 

338, Poole, BH17 7ZT.  

 
**************************  

 
ON September 28 at 7.30pm, in the 

Thai Restaurant at the Studland 

Dene Hotel, La Nova Singers will be 

entertaining guests in between a two

-course meal, with two 25 minute 

slots of both light and classical mu-

sic. Tickets, price £21, are available 

from the hotel on 01202 765445. 

 
**************************  

http://www.highcliffecharityplayers.co.uk/
http://www.brownsea-theatre.co.uk/
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Here is the first of our occasional quizzes. Please send your answers 
together with your name and contact details to sceneone@talktalk.net 
by September 30. The first correct entry drawn at random will win a 
show CD of his/her choice. The winnerõs name will appear on our 
website, www.sceneone.biz , from October 1. 
 
 

MASTER CLASS 
 

Sir Noel Coward was, without doubt, the master entertainer of the twentieth 
century. Here are ten questions based on some of the many Coward talents 
to amuse. 
 

1. Whose yacht does Elyot expect to be able to see from the 
terrace in Private Lives? 

2. In what play did Coward write about the after-effects of a 
German invasion of Britain in the 1940s? 

3. Who believed that since her life began the most sheõd had was 
just a talent to amuse? 

4. Which were the three plays written by Coward specifically for 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne? 

5. In what film by D W Griffith did Coward make his screen 
debut? What was the year and who were the stars? 

6. Who was said at the school of acting to have been lovely as 
Peer Gynt? 

7. When was Coward the Witch of Capri; who invited him to 
dine, with whom and why? 

8. In what form, with what stars, and when, did Brief Encounter 
make its first appearance? 

9. Who took to pig-sticking in quite the wrong way? 
10. On whom were the principal characters in Hands Across The 

Sea based? 

COMPETITION  

mailto:sceneone.biz@talktalk.net
http://www.sceneone.biz/
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A DIAMOND OCCASION  
 

Bournemouth Gilbert and Sullivan 

Operatic Society began in 1947 and 

this year celebrates 60 years of 

bringing the Savoy Operas ð and 

other music ð to the area. 

For the Golden Anniversary in 1997 

the Society presented an out-door 

performance of The Yeomen of the 

Guard at Corfe Castle, Dorset and 

since then has continued to perform 

an Autumn production at Light-

house, Poole.  This year professional 

Director Craig Cowdroy will make 

his debut with Bournemouth G&S 

when a dynamic and exciting pro-

duction of The Gondoliers lights up 

the stage.  

 

In addition to the yearly show, con-

certs large and small have been per-

formed in venues throughout 

Hampshire and Dorset as well as at 

The Barbican, Albert Hall and Festi-

val Hall in London. Last Spring, 

members were delighted to travel to 

Monaco to entertain ex-patriots at 

the glittering Café de Paris.  During 

a gala evening they enthralled the 

audience with A Concert of English 

Musical Comedy featuring favourite 

G&S songs interwoven with Flan-

ders and Swann numbers. Closer to 

home, the Society has taken part, to 

great acclaim, in the International 

Gilbert and Sullivan Festivals at 

Buxton, Derbyshire and members 

always support the Bournemouth 

Music Festival.  

 

 

It is a tradition to donate money 

from carol concerts to the Christ-

church Macmillan Cancer Unit and 

over the years a total of more than 

£30000 has purchased equipment 

for the comfort of patients and car-

ers. Bournemouth G&S is happy to 

support the community of which it 

is a part and donations to local 

charities always follow the annual 

production.  As a result of Princess 

Ida last year £1000 has been given 

to the Butterfly Appeal of About 

Face, Dorset and £1000 to the 

Teenage Cancer Trust.  Since the 

founding of the Society, well over 

£60000 has helped a great number 

and variety of worthy groups.  

 

Bournemouth G&S is delighted to 

be celebrating its 60th Anniversary 

and this gem of a Society promises 

to bring a diamond sparkle to all its 

performances in the future. Donõt 

miss The Gondoliers at Lighthouse, 

Poole between 23rd and 27th Octo-

ber when bright young principals 

will combine with experienced play-

ers and chorus to produce a lively 

and memorable show.  

 

New members, on and off stage, are 

always most welcome and the Secre-

tary, Vicki Lavies, on 01202 513706 

will be pleased to give details.  The 

website is full of all sorts of facts 

and photos and can be found on 

www.bournemouthgands.org.uk 

http://www.bournemouthgands.org.uk/
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HOBSONõS CHOICE 
 

ALL Saints Dramatic Society will be 

presenting this classic Harold Brig-

house comedy at the De La Salle 

Theatre, Southbourne, from Sep-

tember 13-15. 

The play is set in 1880s Salford, 

where the cantankerous and obsti-

nate Henry Horatio Hobson (Tony 

Edwards) runs a successful boot 

makerõs shop. 

A widower with a weakness for 

drink, he tries to get the better of his 

three daughters. When he decrees 

ôno marriagesõ to avoid the expen-

sive matter of a dowry, eldest daugh-

ter Maggie (Paula Davies) rebels and 

sets her sights on her fatherõs master 

boot maker ð the exceedingly shy 

William Mossop (John Sivewright). 

Douglas Eyre directs, and his cast 

also includes Jenni Boyce, Phillipa 

Harris, Mark Richards, Lesley Lock, 

Brian Foley, Phil Vivian, Jenni Eyre, 

Stephen Ballantine and Martyn 

French. 

 

 

 ONE -ACT PLAY EVENING  
 

POOLE and Parkstone Players take 

up residence at Bournemouth Little 

Theatre Clubõs premises in Jameson 

Road, Winton, from September 13-

15 with their evening of three one-

act plays. 

First off is John Mortimerõs 

Knightsbridge, in which Francesca 

Stokes and her much older boy-

friend, Henry Bulstrode, arrive at 

her mother Murielõs flat in Knights-

bridge, intending to tell her about 

their relationship. However, after 

several dubious telephone calls and a 

mysterious visitor, they conclude 

that she must be on the game. Is she 

really advertising antique furniture, 

as she pleads, or does she need to 

confess a deeper secret? 

The People That Live in Boxes, by 

local playwright Les Clarke, intro-

duces Joe and Beck, who sleep 

rough living in cardboard boxes on 

land at the back of a factory. They 

are friends, not lovers. Jenny is a 

mature student doing a thesis on the 

homeless and, unwittingly, she is the 

catalyst for the drama and tragedy 

that ultimately unfolds. 

David Tristramõs Last Panto in Little 

Grimley completes the trio. The 

drama group is struggling to make 

some money, so Gordon writes a 

very risqué pantomime in which 

chaos reigns supreme as even re-

hearsal time seems out of the ques-

tion. 

 

    

TICKET TO RIDE  
 

ON September 28 & 29 at St Ald-

helmõs Hall, Poole Road, Brank-

some, Zenith Theatre Company will 

be presenting a revue of mirth, mu-

sic and dance based on all forms of 

transport, with songs ranging from 

Greased Lightninõ to The Locomo-

tion. 
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SEVEN BRIDES FOR 

SEVEN BROTHERS 
 

THEYõLL be Goinõ Courtinõ at 

Ferndownõs Barrington Theatre 

from September 18-22, when Fern-

down Phoenix Musical Society, un-

der the direction of Sonia Gilson, 

presents Seven Brides For Seven 

Brothers. 

Originally a 1954 film musical, the 

show, which is set in Oregon in 

1850, is the story of Adam, the eld-

est of seven brothers. He goes to 

town to get a wife, meets Milly and 

marries her that same day. When 

they return to his backwoods home 

she discovers that he has six broth-

ers, all living in his cabin. Milly sets 

out to reform the uncouth siblings, 

who are anxious to get wives of their 

own. Then, after reading about the 

Roman capture of the Sabine 

women, Adam develops an inspired 

solution to his brothersõ loneli-

nessé 

The score, by Johnny Mercer and 

Gene de Paul, includes Bless Your 

Beautiful Hide, Wonderful Wonder-

ful Day, Goinõ Courtinõ, Sobbinõ 

Women and Spring Spring Spring.  

 

 

RELATIVELY SPEAKING  
 

WIMBORNE Dramaõs autumn 

season at the Tivoli Theatre gets off 

to a farcical start from September 20

-22 with one of Alan Ayckbournõs 

first and finest hit comedies, Rela-

tively Speaking, which is a marvel-

lous mishmash of misunderstand-

ings and mistaken identities. 

Greg thinks Ginny has another man 

in her life. He wonders about her 

plan to ôvisit her parentsõ and de-

cides to follow her. Ginny is in fact 

going to see her decidedly older 

lover, but when Greg meets the 

lover and his wife, he does indeed 

think they are Ginnyõs parents. But 

nobody is telling the truth and hilari-

ous complications ensue. 

 

A CREAM CRACKER UNDER 

THE SETTEE/FIVE KINDS 

OF SILENCE  

 

JACK Snell Productions bring these 

two plays to Kinson Community 

Centre on September 20 and 21. 

 A Cream Cracker Under The Settee 

is one of Alan Bennettõs Talking 

Heads monologues. It features 

Doris, an elderly lady who, having 

fallen while cleaning a picture of her 

late husband, muses about the world 

as she lies helpless on the floor, re-

fusing assistance even when it is 

offered. 

The second play, Shelagh Stephen-

sonõs Five Kinds Of Silence, focuses 

on the distorted world of madness, 

control and despair of a family 

struggling to understand reality 

when they have been faced with 

physical, emotional and sexual 

abuse.  
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THE PIRATES OF  

PENZANCE  
 

A policemanõs lot will still, sadly, not 

be a happy one at the Regent Centre 

from September 26-29, when Christ-

church Gilbert and Sullivan Society 

performs this popular Gilbert and 

Sullivan opera in a traditional pro-

duction in the mode of DõOyly 

Carte. 

The society, which is just one year 

short of its silver jubilee, still has 

four of its original members per-

forming on stage and it is still run by 

its founder, Nigel Finch, who is 

both director and musical director. 

New to the production team this 

year is Chandlerõs Ford based Sally 

Jennings, who will be choreograph-

ing some of the chorus numbers. 

The story is full of Gilbertian topsy-

turvydom. Policemen clash with 

pirates who are really noblemen who 

have gone wrong, Ruth regrets that 

she is hard of hearing, Major Gen-

eral Stanley has sleepless nights and 

Mabel learns to her horror that her 

lover, Frederic, is a mere five years 

old, having been born on February 

29. 

A full 18-piece orchestra will en-

hance the wonderful score, which 

includes the Major Generalõs Song, 

Poor Wandõring One, A Policemanõs 

Lot is Not a Happy One and the 

lovely unaccompanied chorus, Hail 

Poetry.  

Casting includes Ruth Hastings 

(Mabel), Robert Eshelby (Frederic), 

Brian Oliver (Pirate King), Brian 

Morgan (Major General Stanley), 

Christine Eastwood (Ruth), Mark 

Ward (Sergeant of Police), Susy Sen-

ior (Edith), Cora Hardy (Kate) and 

Tony Sharpe (Samuel). 

 

 

 

THREE RAFFLES AND A 

HOTPOT  
 

OPUS 8 ð Helen Barrington, Glinys 

Luff, Brian Newman and Paul Bar-

rington, together with their accom-

panist John Aveyard, will be at the 

Performing Arts Centre, Ballard 

School, New Milton, on September 

29 with their latest revue.  

This evening of fun, laughter and 

music, featuring ôThe Monotonesõ, 

finds  intrepid characters old and 

new in Frogley Newton, where the 

residents are raising funds to build a 

new village hall.  

If youõve never seen Opus 8 youõve 

missed a real treat. Not only are 

their shows totally unique, brilliantly 

performed and an absolute hoot, but 

they also raise vast amounts of 

money for charity, especially the one 

closest to their heartsñCystic Fi-

brosis.  

Oh, and they have terrific costumes 

and sets too, so itõs no wonder they  

always sell out.  
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LEND ME A TENOR  
 

KEN Ludwigõs award-winning com-

edy is Castle Playersõ next produc-

tion, at Lytchett Matravers Village 

hall from October 18-20. 

Tito Merrilli (Dave Clements), an 

Italian Opera star, is a life-loving, 

over-indulgent world-class tenor 

with a passion for food, wine, 

women and more women, especially 

Maria (Linsey OõNeill), his moody, 

hot-blooded wife, jealous and very 

scary. 

Mix in Saunders (Steve Wakeford), 

cynical impresario of the Grand 

Opera Company, Max (Alan Col-

clough), his assistant, an aspiring 

singer in love with Maggie (Nikki 

Dorrell), Saundersõ daughter, who in 

turn is in love with Tito. Throw in 

Julia (Val Thomas), the bossy, 

haughty president of the Opera 

Guild, add an outrageous bellhop 

(Chris Bunn) with operatic ambi-

tions of his own. And toss in Diana 

(Louise Isaacs), a soprano who 

would like to further her career by 

spending ôquality timeõ with Tito. 

It is the gala anniversary opening, 

the biggest night of the Grand Op-

era Company and one that they 

hope will put them on the operatic 

map. Tito is the super star but, of 

course, events do not go to plan. 

Doors slam, tempers flare and heads 

may roll, but love and laughter pre-

vail in this rib-tickling comedy about 

one chaotic day at the opera. 

Anne Lloyd directs. 

SOIREE 
 

ONE of Ringwood Musical and 

Dramatic Societyõs biggest success 

stories over the years has been its 

annual soirees. Held for many years 

at a hall at St Leonardõs Hospital, 

then at West Moors Memorial Hall, 

the new venue, where this yearõs 

performances will take place on vari-

ous dates between October 18 and 

November 3, is the new Hub at Ver-

wood.  

This slightly risqué fund-raising eve-

ning of songs and sketches is always 

thoroughly enjoyable, and many 

people take food along with them ð 

but not to throw at the performers! 

ð and make a real event of it.  

 

 

DINNER THEATRE  

 

ARENA Theatre is holding another 

of its successful dinner theatre 

events between September 16 and 

19 at the Chine Hotel, Boscombe 

Spa Road . 

The ticket price includes a two 

course meal with coffee and petit 

fours as well as a ticket for the play. 

At the time of writing this event has 

not been confirmed, nor details of 

the play announced. 

See the societyõs website 

www.arenatheatre.org.uk  for further 

details.    
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