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UP to 4000 copies of  
SCENE ONE, a non-profit -
making magazine, are dis-
tributed monthly, free of  
charge, to those with a 
proven interest in the Arts, 
and it is also available for 
download from our website, 
www.sceneone.biz, giving 
our advertisers an even wider  
audience. 
 
If  you think YOU could 
benefit from advertising in 
these pages, please contact 
us at sceneone@talktalk.net 
 

 
 

DONõT forget to take a look at 
our website, www.sceneone.biz 
for the very latest local theatre 
news and reviews - the latter 

printed in full - plus much more. 
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EDITORIAL  
 

IT wonõt be long now before the outdoor theatre season begins, when many 
of us relish the thought of a delicious picnic under a blazing sun followed by 
a balmy evening enjoying our chosen production. All too often, of course, 
the reality is just a little different ð my most memorable occasion was a con-
cert by the late Humphrey Lyttleton in the grounds of Kingston Lacy. We 
and our friends arrived early to find ourselves a prime spot and spent the 
next six hours sheltering - with only moderate success - under umbrellas as 
the rain, of which there had been no sign when we arrived, watered down 
our wine, our food, and us. Yet somehow that all adds to the experience, 
doesnõt it? And at least the rain keeps the mosquitoes at bay! 
If you prefer to be sure of staying dry and want to venture a little further 
afield, do read our article about Chichester Festival Theatre. This gem is a 
mere hourõs drive away and is worth every minute of the journey for anyone 
who is serious about their theatre-going. 
    

Linda Kirkman 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 
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Toppers, Tiaras & Tarantulas: Ringwood 
Musical & Dramatic Society Choir, Trinity 
Church, Ringwood ð June 7 at 7.30pm; 
Parish Church, Ringwood ð June 9 at 
7.30pm St Maryõs Church, Ferndown ð June 
12 at 7.30pm. Tickets £5 at door or from 
Carr & Neave, Christchurch Road, Ring-
wood. 
 
What The Butler Saw: Bournemouth Lit-
tle Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton ð 
June 9-14 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50 
(concessions available), members £4. Box 
office: 01202 417484 (8 ð 9pm) 
 
By Jeeves: All Saints Dramatic Society, De 
La Salle Theatre, Southbourne ð June 12-14 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £6. Box office: 01202 
568545 
 
Haydnõs Creation: Broadstone Commu-
nity Choir, Methodist Church, Broadstone ð 
June 14 at 7.30pm; Gainsford Theatre, 
Lytchett Minster School ð June 15 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £8, children £4. Box office: 
01202 242508 
 
Faith, Hope & Charity: Unison Theatrical 
Choir, West Moors Memorial Hall ðJune 14 
at 7.45pm; Barrington Theatre, Ferndown ð 
July 4 & 5 at 7.45pm. . Tickets £8, concs. 
£7.50. Box office: 01202 875343. 
 
The Whole Truth: KCA Players, Kinson 
Community Centre, Pelhams House, Kin-
son ð June 24, 26, 27, 28 at 7.45pm. Tickets 
£6, concs. £5. Box office: 01202 572826 
 
42nd Street: Wimborne Musical Theatre 
Society, Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne ð June 
24-28 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets 

£12, some concs. Box office: 01202 885566 
Celebration: P&P Singers, Studio, Light-
house, Poole ð July 5 at 8pm. Box office: 
08700 668701; Barrington Theatre, Fern-
down ð July 12 at 7.30pm. Box office: 
01202 894858. All tickets £8.50. 
 
Lights, Camera, Action ð A Celebration 
of Movie Music: BBLOC, Regent Centre, 
Christchurch ð July 5. Box office: 01202 
499199; Barrington Theatre, Ferndown ð 
July 18. Box office: 01202 894858. All 
shows begin at 7.45pm. Tickets £10, concs. 
£9. 
 
Macbeth: Bournemouth Shakespeare Play-
ers, Priory House Gardens, Christchurch ð 
July 15-19, 22-26 at 8pm. Tickets £9, concs. 
£7. Box office: 01202 534776 
 
The Rose & Crown/A Glass of Bitter: 
Beginnersõ Acting Workshop, Bournemouth 
Little Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton 
ð July 18 & 19 at 7.45pm. Tickets at door 
£4, members £2. 
 
Guards! Guards!: Zenith Theatre Com-
pany, St Aldhelmõs Hall, Branksome ð July  
18 & 19 at 7.45pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tick-
ets £6, concs. £5, mat & u14s £4. Box of-
fice: 01202 723588 
 
Greyfriars Halls of Fame: Ringwood Mu-
sical and Dramatic Society, Greyfriars Com-
munity Centre, Ringwood ð July 22-26. Box 
office: Greyfriars from June 30. Mon ð Fri 
10am-12noon 
 
 
 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING 
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NOISES OFF 

BOURNEMOUTH  based playwright Les 

Clarke is having a pretty good year as far as 

awards are concerned, with wins at one-act 

play festivals all around the country. Locally,  

at the Dorset Drama League Festival at 

Shaftesbury Arts Centre, Poole and Park-

stone Playersõ entry of Lesõ The People That 

Live in Boxes won the Adjudicatorõs Choice 

award for Chris Vessey as Joe. And Taun-

ton Thespiansõ Youõre in Room Eight and 

St Austell Playersõ Green have made it to 

the semi-final of the All England Festival at 

the Merryfield Theatre, The Hub, Verwood, 

which takes place on May 17th, after we go 

to press, but before publication of this is-

s u e .  S ee  L e sõ we bsite , 

www.lesclarkeplays.co.uk for more informa-

tion. 

 

***********************************  

ALASTAIR Griffith may not be a name 

known to theatregoers but to the likes of 

Bournemouth Little Theatre Club and 

Bournemouth Gilbert and Sullivan Operatic 

Society he is invaluable when it comes to 

lighting a production.  

Recently though, societies have had to do 

without his expertise as he has had a spell in 

hospital ð but he is now recuperating and is 

hopefully well on the way to recovery.   

 

***********************************  

THE series of First Steps in Acting eve-

nings held at Bournemouth Little Theatre 

Club have been so successful that they are 

continuing every Wednesday at 7.30pm, 

except during show weeks at Jameson Road. 

For further details contact Virginia Harring-

ton on 01202 423888. 

 

VERWOOD Play Reading Circle holds its 

last reading of the season on Wednesday 

June 11th at 7.30pm at 123 Ringwood 

Road, Verwood. 

Two one-act plays will be read: Flight, 

adapted by Piers Stockdale from a short 

story written by Peter Rowe, and Noel 

Cowardõs  Brief Encounter. 

If you wish to attend, whether as a partici-

pant or spectator, please call Jenny Brown 

on 01202 825178 at least two days before-

hand so that catering and seating arrange-

ments can be made. 

 

***********************************  

BOURNEMOUTH  Little Theatre Clubõs 
October production will be Nell Leyshonõs 
Comfort Me With Apples, to be directed by 
Patricia Richardson. 
This serious and dark piece is set on a small 
dilapidated farm in a village on the edge of 
the Somerset Levels and the cast is Irene 
(70), Len (60s), Roy (40s), Brenda (40s) and 
Linda (40). 
Anyone wishing to be considered for a role 
in this production, which takes place at the 
Clubõs Jameson Road premises from Octo-
ber 20-25, is invited to attend a read-
through at 7.30pm on Friday June 20, fol-
lowed by auditions at 6pm on Sunday June 
22. For further details and to register your 
interest in auditioning please contact 
Patricia Richardson on 01202 876007. 
 
***********************************  
 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN CONTACTING A SOCIETY 
REGARDING SOMETHING YOU 
HAVE READ ABOUT HERE.  
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RINGWOOD Musical & Dramatic Society 
Choir will be ôin concertõ presenting Top-
pers, Tiaras and Tarantulas at three local 
venues in early June ð see Whatõs Happen-
ing for details. 
The fifty-strong choir will again be under 
the baton of the hugely talented Ivy Tan, 
who is joint musical director with her hus-
band, Chris Guy. As ever, Ivy and Chris 
have selected a great range of music from 
well-known and much-loved classical pieces 
to musical theatre, folk and film scores, and 
thereõs even a favourite calypso fitted in 
somehow!  
Colin Petheram, the choirõs popular accom-
panist, will be tinkling the ivories once again 
and will entertain with his clarinet and his 
own very special brand of humour. 
All proceeds are going to charity. 
 
***********************************  
JACK Snell will direct What the Butler Saw 
for Bournemouth Little Theatre Club at 
Jameson Road from June 9th-14th. 
Joe Ortonõs play was first produced in 
March 1969, some two years after his brutal 
murder, with  a cast that included Stanley 
Baxter, Julia Foster, Coral Browne and 
Ralph Richardson. 
It revolves around a Dr Prentice, a psychia-
trist attempting to seduce his attractive pro-
spective secretary, Geraldine Barclay. The 
play opens with the doctor examining 
Geraldine Barclay at her job interview, dur-
ing which he convinces her to undress. 
When his wife enters, he attempts to cover 
up his activity by hiding the girl behind a 
curtain.  
His wife, however, is also being seduced 
and blackmailed by Nicholas Beckett. She 
therefore promises him the secretaryõs post,   
which adds further confusion. Soon, 
Geraldine is dressed like a boy and Nicholas 
a girl. 
 

Also, a statue of Winston Churchill is miss-
ing body parts and the doctor is digging 
himself further and further into trouble by 
piling up more and more ridiculous lies. 
Dr Prenticeõs clinic is then faced with a 
government inspection, led by Dr Rance, 
which reveals the total chaos within ð and 
leads Dr Rance to talk about how he will 
use the situation to develop a new booké 
BLTCõs cast is Don Gent, Andrew Whyatt, 
Kathryn Oscier, Karl Brown, Veronica Ry-
der and Noel Davenport. 
The content and language of this play make 
it unsuitable for anyone under the age of 16. 
 
***********************************  
ALL Saints Dramatic Societyõs next show, 
which takes place at the De La Salle Thea-
tre, Southbourne, from June 12th-14th, is 
the Alan Ayckbourn/Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber musical By Jeeves, based on the charac-
ters of P G Wodehouse. 
It follows the adventures of the hapless 
Bertie Wooster, a young gentleman about 
town with a penchant for getting himself 
into personal difficulties, particularly with 
members of the fairer sex. It is inevitably 
left to his unflappable manservant, Jeeves, 
to provide tidy, elegant rescues. 
Peter Nunan directs and the cast includes 
Oliver Faulkner (Bertie Wooster), Mark 
Andrews (Jeeves), Jenni French, Scott 
Heaton, Phil Vivian, Brian Foley, Rachel 
Mackrell, Katy Jackson, Mark Richards and 
John Sivewright. 
 
***********************************  
ARENA Theatre holds a One-Act Play 
evening at The Guildhall, Boscombe, on 
June 18 & 21 at 8pm. Tickets, minimum 
donation £7, are limited so if you want to 
be there get in touch with Gareth Richards 
at info@arenatheatre.org.uk  
 
***********************************  
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DID YOU KNOW?  
 

GILBERT  & Sullivanõs Utopia Limited, which Christchurch Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
will be performing at the Regent Centre in September, was first performed in Bournemouth 
(at the Theatre Royal, Albert Road) by the DõOyly Carte Opera Company in January 1894, 
just three months after it had premiered in London. 
Whilst this was a touring company ð the original production was still running at the Savoy 
Theatre ð it nonetheless had Henry Lytton, one of the most well-known Savoyards, playing 
the leading role of King Paramount. 
The Theatre Royal, ôa handsome and well-appointed theatreõ had opened in Bournemouth 
in December 1882 and was the first such enterprise in the town, although there was a tradi-
tion of amateur theatre at the Town Hall. This heralded an exciting period for local theatre-
goers during which many new productions with star appearances came to the town. 
As well as several visits by DõOyly Carte, audiences were also to enjoy popular musical 
comedies such as The Geisha, The Belle of New York and Florodora. The more serious 
operatic side was covered by the curiously named Moody Manners Opera Company, who 
made annual visits with English-sung versions of Carmen and Madame Butterfly. 
Sadly the Theatre Royalõs fortunes dwindled and by the 1960s it was a slightly seedy cinema.  
This too closed, and eventually Twisters Comedy Club took over a part of the premises. 
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ONE of the worldõs greatest oratorios will 
be performed locally on June 14th and 15th, 
providing a real treat for music lovers. 
Haydnõs Creation is a glorious work for 
chorus, orchestra and three soloists. The 
wonderful story is described in the book of 
Genesis from the Old Testament and is in 
three parts. Parts one and two cover the 
creation of the world in the first six days, 
while part three tells the story of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. 
This joyful work will be sung by the Broad-
stone Community Choir, accompanied by a 
25 piece orchestra and featuring as soloists 
three young international professional sing-
ers ð soprano Abbi Temple, tenor Jonathan 
Grey and bass Orjan Hartveit. Stephen 
Gregson conducts. 
You can catch the Creation at Broadstone 
Methodist Church on June 14th and at the 
Gainsford Theatre, Lytchett Minster 
School, on June 15th. 
 
***********************************  
UNISON Theatrical Choir take to the 
stage of West Moors Memorial Hall on June 
14th with Faith, Hope and Charity. 
This colourful and lively show, which is 
directed by Sonia Gilson, features songs 
from musicals including Godspell, 
Spamalot, The Sound of Music, Jesus Christ 
Superstar, Carousel, Cabaret and Sweet 
Charity. 
If you canõt make June 14th the show will 
be repeated at the Barrington Theatre, Fern-
down, on July 4th and 5th. 
 
***********************************  
WIMBORNE  Musical Theatreõs next pro-
duction is 42nd  Street, which will be pre-
sented at the Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne 
from 24th-28th June.  
The music is by Harry Warren with Lyrics 
by Al Dublin, the show is based on the 
novel by Bradford Ropes. 

Set in 1933, the curtain rises on Sandy Lee 
auditioning kids for the show ôPretty Ladyõ.  
Young Peggy Sawyer has missed the audi-
tion and Producer Julian Marsh has no pa-
tience with latecomers.  He is worried about 
some of the cast, especially Dorothy Brock 
- but her sugar daddy Abner Dillon is back-
ing the show. 
Peggy is invited to lunch with three of the 
girls who are charmed by her naivety.   
When Julian walks in he is angry to see 
Peggy disrupting things again, but he is 
struck by her remarkable talent and hires 
her for the chorus. 
Peggy faints on stage and is carried to 
Dorothyõs dressing room where Pat 
Denning, Dorothyõs real boyfriend, is wait-
ing.  Word arrives that the Atlantic City run 
of the show is been cancelled and that 
Philadelphia has been substituted.   
Dorothy, slightly drunk, tells Abner to take 
his money and leave and he is ready to close 
the show, but the kids are able to talk him 
out of it. 
ôPretty Ladyõ opens spectacularly but Doro-
thy is accidentally knocked down by Peggy 
and is fired by Julian who cancels the rest of 
the performance. 
The second act opens with a doctor telling 
Julian that Dorothyõs ankle is broken and he 
says he will close ôPretty Ladyõ for good but 
the cast will not give up.  They think that 
Peggy can save the day but she has already 
left for the train station, so Julian rushes 
after her and convinces her to return.  She 
has exactly 36 hours to learn the part - 
which she does. It is a fabulous hit and 
Peggy Sawyer is a sudden sensation. 
The show is Directed by Roy Joseph with 
Musical Direction by Grahame Laurence 
and Choreography by Suzi DeVilliers. 
 
***********************************  
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IF you like thrillers then KCA Playersõ next 
production, at Kinson Community Centre 
on June 24th, 26th, 27th & 28th, should be 
right up your street. 
Philip Mackieõs murder play The Whole 
Truth  differs from many of its kind in that 
the audience is well aware of the murderer 
and watches him do his best to involve an 
innocent man. 
In addition the author provides, in the early 
stages of the play, an ingenious theatrical 
twist by producing the victim ð alive and 
well. 
How this apparent impossibility is made 
perfectly feasible and how the only suspect 
vainly attempts to struggle out of the police 
net by resorting to his one chance ð to tell 
the truth ð provides this tautly-written play 
with all it needs to bring the audience to the 
edge of their seats. 
The cast is Steve Watton ð who also directs 
-, Annie Robertson, Val Smith, Steve James, 
Verity Brayshaw, David Wickham and Andy 
Goater. 
 
***********************************  
POOLE and Parkstone Singers, with their 
conductor Jean Chambers and accompanist 
Mary Potter, visit The Studio, Poole Light-
house (July 5th) and The Barrington Thea-
tre, Ferndown (July 12th) with Celebration, 
a concert featuring the best of their per-
formances over the ten years since they 
were formed. And since the Singers gener-
ally leave every festival they enter laden 
down with trophies, you can be sure that 
their best is very good indeed. 
An eclectic programme includes Rodgers 
and Hammerstein, Best of Broadway, Come 
What May, Rutterõs Pie Jesu,  Glenn Millerõs 
Chattanooga Choo Choo,  Rachmaninovõs 
Virgin Mother of God, Karl Jenkinsõ In 
Paradisum and  a Paul McCartney selection. 
 
***********************************  
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WORLD-CLASS THEATRE ON YOUR DOORSTEP  
 

IF you drive to the A31, head for the M27 and keep going for about an hour, you will pass 
Southampton and Portsmouth and arrive in Chichester, home to a theatre that should, all 
things being equal, simply not exist. 
 
Back in 1959 Leslie Evershed-Martin, a Chichester resident with no theatrical experience, 
watched a TV programme about Sir Tyrone Guthrieõs Festival Theatre in Stratford, On-
tario , Canada, and saw no reason why his home city, with no tradition of theatre, should 
not have something similar. Lack of space prevents me from detailing how he succeeded 
against all the odds, but succeed he did, and summer 1962 saw the first season of the 
Chichester Festival Theatre, with Sir Laurence Olivier at the helm. 
 
Forty-six years later the great and good of the acting profession still clamour to spend the 
summer in this little corner of West Sussex where the theatres ða smaller second venue, the 
Minerva Theatre, has now also opened ð are set in the delightful Oaklands Park on the 
edge of this beautiful small city. And audiences flock to see West End stars,  at far less than 
West End prices, in shows that will in all probability transfer to the West End once the 
Chichester season is over. 
 
During the rest of the year the Festival Theatre is visited by touring companies, but from 
April to mid October there is a mouth-watering selection of home-grown productions on 
offer. The first play  this year, running until June 7th, is The Cherry Orchard, with a stellar 
cast that includes Diana Rigg, Maureen Lipman, William Gaunt, Frank Finlay, Jemma 
Redgrave and Natalie Cassidy. Following on from that comes The Music Man, starring 
Brian Conley and Scarlett Strallen , The Circle with Susan Hampshire and finally, in Sep-
tember, Calendar Girls, adapted by Tim Firth from the very successful film of the same 
name.   
 
In the Minerva Theatre the season comprises Funny Girl, which runs until June 14th, Pi-
randelloõs Six Characters In Search Of An Author, Ronald Harwoodõs plays Taking Sides 
and Collaboration and Martin Shermanõs new play Aristo, in which Robert Lindsay stars as 
Aristotle Onassis. 
 
If you donõt think all that is enough, on certain dates there are pre-show talks, post-show 
discussions and theatre tours. You can eat in the Brasserie In The Park, adjacent to the 
theatre, or simply take along your own picnic and eat al fresco. Oh, and thereõs a huge car 
park right next to the theatre which is free after 5pm on weekdays, after 4pm on Saturday 
and all day on Sunday, with only a modest charge at other times.  
 
Perhaps Iõm already preaching to the converted, but if Iõm not and youõve never visited 
Chichester Festival Theatre, please make 2008 the year that you do! Itõs one of the most 
pleasurable theatregoing experiences around, and itõs almost on your doorstep. 
For more details of the season see www.cft.org.uk or call the box office on 01243 781312. 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

1.Who were the three followers of Falstaff in The Merry Wives of Windsor? 
 
2.Birkett, the head porter, greets Christopher Headingley in the opening 
scene of which play by Michael Frayn? 
 
3.The musical Cats opened in London in 1981 at which theatre? 
 
4.Ariadne Utterword, Captain Shotover and Hesione Hushabye are charac-
ters in which of Shawõs plays? 
 
5.What is the full title of Rudolph, the Grand Duke, in Gilbert & Sullivanõs 
operetta of the same name? 
 
6.Who wrote the lyrics for the musical Jekyll & Hyde? 
 
7.In Arthur Millerõs play The Crucible, what is the name of Samuel Parrisõ 
daughter? 
 
8.What was Arthur Millerõs middle name, and in which year did he die?  
 
9.Who wrote the music for the musical Billy Elliot? 
 
10.What was the first operetta that Gilbert and Sullivan wrote for Richard 
DõOyly Carte, and in which year was it produced? 

 

ANSWERS 

1.Bardolph, Pistol & Nym. 2.Donkeyõs Years. 3.The New London Theatre. 4.Heartbreak 
House. 5.Grand Duke of Pfennig Halbpfennig. 6.Leslie Bricusse. 7.Betty. 8.Asher, 2005. 
9.Elton John. 10.Trial By Jury, 1875.  
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