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EDITORIAL

AS | write this it is raining. Well, not raining, pouring, as it has been all dz
and | am beginning to wonder if | should have an inflatable raft on standkt
By the time you read this our two major local outdoor theatre group
Bournemouth Shakespeare Players and Brownsea Open Air Theatre,
have embarked on their annual productions, for which they have been
hearsing for months. For all our
sun makes a reappearance very soon, despite what the forecasters are
dicting. Meanwhile, if anyone can recommend any sort-cdiardance,
perhaps i f we all gathered in a b

Oh, and there may not be fireworks around next month but Scene One v
definitely be celebrating, as wed

Linda Kirkman
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WHATOGS HAPPENI

The Merchant of Venice Brownsea Oper
Air Theatre, Brownsea Island, Poole H
bour d every Monday, Wednesday & Frig

until August 8 at 7.30pm. Tickets £17
(inc. boat fare). For availability call 01

251987 or see website www.browns

theatre.co.uk

A Funny Thing Happened On The Way

NG

1 Bell, Book & Candle Bournemouth Little
aifheatre Club, Jameson Road, Winfon
lageptember -& at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50,
56oncs. available, members £4. Box office:
2021202 417484-Gpm)
sea
Happy As A Sandbag Highcliffe Charity
Players, Regent Centre, ChristchérSkp-
tember % at 7.30pm, mats Thurs & Sat at

To The Forum: New Forest Players, Per2.30pm. Tickets, inc. free programme, from

forming Arts Centre, Ballard School, N

Milton & July 29 August 2 at 7.30pm, mq

Sat at 2.30pm.
office: 0845 1668775

Ti c

The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate
Townswomends
The Mikado: South Coast Really Aweso
Productions, Village Hall, Bur@jugust 2

at 7.30pm. Tickets £6. Box office: 014

403414

Map of the Heart Poulner Players, Chur
Hall, Poulner, RingwoadlAugust 1416 at
7.30pm. Box office: 01425 485888()

Just So Big Little Theatre School, Rege
Centre, Christchurcld August 280 at
7.30pm, mats Thurs & Sat at 2.30pm. T
ets £12, concs. £9, family of four £35. B
office: 01202 499199

A Charity Evening of Joyce Grenfell
Barrington Theatre, FerndowrAugust 29
at 7.30pm. Tickets £8, concs. £7. Box
fice: 01202 894858

PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE
WHEN BOOKING FOR SHOWS
YOU HAVE READ ABOUT HERE.

Gui | g

evi9. Box office: 01202 499199
at
e tay s A b @idadstohdt PlayersA Blar
Memorial Hall, BroadstorieSeptember 6,
12 & 13. Tickets £9.50 (inc. fish & chip
supper) from N & J Lines Newsagents, The
| BroRdway dBuoadstone n of
me
Daisy Pulls It Off: All Saints Dramatic
}250ciety, De La Salle Theatre, Southbdurne
September 113 at 7.30pm. Tickets £6.
Box office: 01202 568545
ch
Phoenix Extravaganza 2008 Ferndown
Phoenix Musical Society, Barrington Thea-
tre, Ferndownd September 180 at
ont.30pm Tickets from £10, concs. available.
Box office: 01202 771763 (to 1/9); 01202
cB94858 (from 2/9)
0X
Utopia Limited: Christchurch Gilbert &
Sullivan Society, Regent Centre, Christ-
churchd September 247 at 7.30pm. Tick-
ets £11, concs. £10.50. Box office: 01202
0%99199

Rebecca Poole & Parkstone Players, Bar-
rington Theatre, FerndovdSeptember 25

27 at 7.30pm. Tickets £10, concs. £8. Box
office: 01258 840080




NOISES OFF

CHURCHILL Productions urgently nee

a clappegut Robin Reliant car as an im-

portant prop in their forthcoming produ
tion of Alan Benne
which takes place at the Tivoli Theal

tre

Wimborne, at the end of October. A small

hire fee would be payable for the duratio

of the show.
If you happen to have just such a car, pl
contact Winston Leese at

winlorn@googlemail.com

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkk

BOURNEMOUTH has always
known as having a bath chair image, b
there anyone reading this who actually
one? If so, Bournemouth Gilbert and Su
van Society would love to hear from you
they need one for use in their forthcom
production of The Sorcerer, which tak
place at Poole Lighthouse in October.

And i f you dondt h

possess an aefdshioned wheelchair, thi

could possibly fit the bill instead, so ple
let the society know. The item would

needed for rehearsals from September

onwards.
Contact Gillian
gill.linford1@ntlworld.com

Linford a

*kkkkkkkk

IF you are looking for entertainment for
special occasiahfundraising events, wed
dings, birthdays, christenings, annivers
d then P&P Singers have a programme
would suit, and they would be delighted
perform for you.

For more information please conta
Marilyn Coombes on 01202 268097 orb
mail at enquiries@pandp.org.uk

*kkkkkkkhhkhkk *%kk%k *

been

Ut

-

ea!

he

Saturday 6,
Friday 12 &
Saturday 13
September

Plays n'Chips 18

an evening of one-act plays

\War Memorial Hall
Tudor Road Broadstone

At 8.00pm
s\°“
o includes a
Tickets avauable from N & J Lines Newsagents)

The Broadway, Broadstone
from August

The acclaimed World War Il Revue
HIGHCLIFFE CHARITY PLAYERS

HAPPY RS A
iﬂl!lll!ﬂln

Wed 3™ - Sat 6™ Sept 2008
Regent Centre, Christchurch

Featuring SWING UNLIMITED BIG BAND

but



DONGITe t this yeard
The Merchant of Venice, sail away with
you! It runs on Brownsea Island every M
day, Wednesday and Friday (following n
if rained off) until August 8, although ma
performances are already sold out.

The production, which is directed by O
nise Mallender, has an experienced an(
ented cast, headed by Justin Sellick as
lock and Tanya Alexander as Portia,
bring to life this tale of love, hate, reve
and lighthearted trickery. A stunning s
lighting effects and costumes serve 3
visual backdrop to powerful performan
that will alternatively move, challenge
delight.

Specially composed music has been crg
by Dan Mallender of Phasemusic, curre
recording the music for the new series
Spooks.

*kk%k

NOT going on holiday this year? You (
still see Romé well, after a fashiahif you
go along to New Fq
duction, A Funny Thing Happened On T
Way To The Forum, which takes placg
the Performing Arts Centre, Ballard Sch
New Milton, from July 29 to August 2.
The scheming slave Pseudolus strugglé
win the heart of a virgin courtesan for
young master in return for his freedom.
However, Pseudolus is up against a led
ous father, an attempted abduction,
imaginary plague, mistaken identities
shortsighted neighbour, a sleeping
tion...and a corpse in drag.

Written by Burt Shevelove and Larry G
bart, the creator of Tootsie and the 7
show M*A*S*H, this classic featur
Frankie Howerd in the lead role when
opened in London.

*kkkkkkkkkkhkkhhkkhkkkkkkkkx *

sSordl@ims shpetopuing cstorep which
oumcludes Comedy Tonight and Everybody
prought To Have A Maid, gives the audience
ight break from the frenetic plotting of this
nyegendary musical comedy.

From curtain up in a wonderful setting of a
eRoman street, this zany farce is one of the
lfalunni est shows youdl
Shfymajor mischief, mishaps, misunderstand-
iogs and misconduct.
ngdohn Teather directs, Suzanne Teather is
btchoreographer and Jo Corbin is musical
\sdaector.
tes
3.ﬂﬂ*********************************

BACK in February there was a production
catieat would always win hands down on title
nthlone, and is also one of the funniest shows
of have ever seen. An

(South Coast Really Awesome Productions)

are repeating The Farndale Avenue Housing

Estate Townswomenos
aat yés Production of

be at Burley Village Hall on August 2, prior
rtoeits transket ta the Bustdn Intemational p |
heGilbert and Sullivan Festival later in the
amonth.
bohnd although there have been a number of
cast changes since February | have no
psdmubt that this production, which is di-
hisected by Penny Gerken, will be as funny as

ever.
hé&r- David McGillivray and Walter Zerlin
ahnr 8 s story, a fict
, @uild decides to put on The Mikado, over-
balooking the fact that a) the cast will almost
all have to be women, regardless of the sex

(

eb f t he characters an
Vi ghteen and under o
edhis instance.

ittods a hoot from st a
know your G&S well it

eral of the cast are members of Bourne-
mouth Gilbert and Sullivan Society, so ex-

pect good singing too.



MID August sees Poulner Players perfg
ing William Nichol

IM-AKEa trip up Africadt
Rivar dater tpid month, Mbep Big fLittlet h

Heart at Poulner Church Hall under theTheatre School will be presenting Just So, a

direction of Angela Hunt.

This profoundly moving play, by the auth
of Shadowlands, centres around Dr A
Steadman, who, dissatisfied with his

decides to go to the Sudan to perfo

new musical adventure based on Rudyard
oKi plingds f amous t al
biGeorge Stiles and Anthony Drewe, who
ifeyere also responsible for Honk! and the
rnmew songs in the West End production of

charitable work with his lover, Mary.

Mary Poppins.

Whilst in the Sudan, Albie is taken hostagehis vibrant and highly talented company

and both Mary and Ruth, his wife,
forced to take stock of their feelings.
Map of the Heart was first seen at
Globe Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue,
1991 starring Patrick Malahide, Sin
Cusack and Susan Wooldridge.

*kkkkkkkkkhkhhhhhhhkkkkkkkhhhhhhhhx

ON August 29 th&dl zhei mer &
presenting a charity evening of Jo
Grenfell at the Barrington Theatre, Fe
down, to raise money to help local pegd

rof professionally trained musical theatre
students will be asking such vital questions
has: How did the elephant get his trunk?
ilow did the leopard get his spots? How did
patie rhinoceros get his skin?

s
C
n_
pl¢

living with dementia and to provide mug

h

needed support for their carers and familieg
It is hoped that the event will also help]to
raise awareness of dementia and alert |pg
ple to the new East Dorset branch, whjc
has been created by the merger of |th
Bournemouth and Poole branches and rjo
extends over a much wider area.
Trisha Lewis, accompanied by Doug Gogild
brings back classics such as The Nurgse
School and Old Time Dancing, along wjith
some lesser known gems.
When the show was first toured it was|re
viewed as ©6a tribuy
you can remember the genius of Jg
Grenfell, who brou
faces even in troubling times and wa
great observer of the delights of individy
ity, this show is definitely not to be missgd!

*kkkkkkkkkkkkhhhhhhhkhik *kk%k

Gibbons, of the Just So cast.

Emma James, Dylan Mason & Matthew



AWARD winning Highcliffe Charity Play
ers will join forces with the South of EN
l andés premiere bi
to stage Ken Lee0s
musical revue, Happy As A Sandbag.

Mat hi esonfés new pr

Regent Centre, Christchurch on Septembef the war- like the Blitz and graphical

3 (the 69 anniversary of the outbreak
the Second World War) and runs over

matinees and three further evening pete the audience.

formances until Saturday September 6.

Unashamedly patriotic and joyous W

plenty of audience participation, commuMusical Directodames Stead, who has

nity singing and flag waving, this cla
nostalgic show recalls the community s

- dance routines like Chattanooga d
g-Choo.
g band, Swing Unli

Thec produetiomm dirgectedvand Idabsigneéy
Neéileil Mathieson, will feature digital ani
diahsl devisedto brirg @leven certaia as

Dfportray facts and figures about war
wBritain in an accessible and interesting

Choreography is by Georgina Smith
itlbwing Unlimited Big Band is conducte

ssgcored several of the numbers.
Dirit

hoo

mi t
1:10%
ma-
betth
Y
ime

way

and
1l by
re

and popular entertainers of wartime BriaiSays HCP Chairman Tracey Barrin
Clastappy As A Sandbag is a tribute tothe

between 1939 and 1945, featuring the
sic songs t hat g
through the darkest days.

From Chamber !l ainos
through to the celebrations of VE dé
sketches, speeches and musical me
take in air raids, evacuation, life in
Forces, the Home Guard, munitions fag
ries, health and nutrition, ration boo
powdered egg and radio programmes
ITMA.

Over 25 famous wartime characters
portrayed from The Andrews Sisters to
saucy Carmen Miranda and Jane of
6Daily Mirror o, an
and variety like Max Miller, Tommy Har
ley and George Formby, who perfo
alongside the stirring speeches of Wing
Churchill There
from a certain Adolf Hitler!

And more than 50 unforgettable songs
clude such greats

White Cliffs of Dover and\ Nightingale
Sang In Berkeley Square plus big b

time ¢hat ICharita Playershnhave $tage
lyshow and although six decades have ¢
dlsiyee the outbreak of war, and 22
theince we first staged Sandbag, it is n
tostirring today. And with its modern for

lius an extended cast, this is definitg
show not to be mifg

ate fact, if you are in Christchurch on

theé i r st night you ¢

théCP plans to have searchlights abovs
dRegend Gentcey and th@ Darset oMili
dVehicle Trust is providing jeeps and p
ntarriers outside the theatre.

ton

0 As usaial, eprofits dram tlepspaava wh
already had a tremendous buzz abdg
when | sat in on a rehearsal back in

indune, will benefit local and national ch
aable cllses.| | Meet Agai

and

ton:

p tvartinhehseirit d ldllo those wikor soiffejtedd
deprivation and hardship so that fufure
generations could be free. This is the third

this
assed
ears
D less
nat

sand the great live sound of Swing Unlinpited

ely a
sec

the

O u |
e the
tary a
atrol

icm ¢
ut it
early
arit

n




HAPPY AS A SANDBAG !




BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Club
begins its new season on September 1
John Van Drutends
mantic comedy, Bell, Book and Candle,
asks the question,
ing to change for
Gillian is a smart, independent and beau
woman. When she decides to amuse hg
by casting a love spell on her hands
neighbour, her life is turned upsitbevn.
Gillian deals with the hilarious cons
quences of her new situation with the
pernatural assistance of her eccentric
and beatnik warlock brother.

Don Gent directs.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhhkhkhkhkk

EIGHTEEN years ago, Broadstone Pl
ers decided to put on an evening ofacte
plays with a fish and chip supper. The f
pose of the evening was, and remaing
give a chance of acting or directing to th
with little or no experience in those ard
and priority of casting is always given
those people so that they get a chanc
show what they can do without the pr
sures of a full p
handsd are general
the combination seems to work a treat.
See for your self
takes to the stage of the War Memorial H
Broadstone, in mi8eptember.

*kk%k *

*

ALL Saints Dramatic Society, based at
De La Salle Theatre, Southbourne, are
rently rehearsing their September prog
tion, the very spiffing Daisy Pulls It Off.
I't is an affection
ing schoold a world of midnight feasts
beastly English teachers, missing fa
treasure, priggish snobs, Matron, the H
sian teacher and some very jolly hod
sticks.

*kkkkkkkkkkhkhk *%kk% *kk%k

Daisy Meredith is the first elementary
withool girl to win a scholarship to the pres-
Bgtoys IGrasgawood ®ahool fFor Ginlsy The o
thptucky heroine undergoes a number of
tdbtlationsd includihg the theeat wf@xpul-w i
t dioad abtimedangsmither larenemiés dthe
tifmeautiful but snobbish Sybil Burlington, and
rdedir chief toady, Monica Smithers.
png&an Daisy overcome this horrid adversity?
Assisted by the madcap Trixie Martin, Daisy
sefights to gain acceptance in the snobby con-
sdines of Grangewood.
aulill she succeed? Will Grangewood finally
defeat Vearncombe at-gillls hockey? And
will there be jam for tea?
Lesley Lock directs, and her cast includes
Katy Jackson (Daisy Meredith), Michelle
pyBatcock (Trixie Martin), Jenny Boyce
(Monica Smithers) and Rosie Hodgkinson
u¢Sybil Burlington).
(’);O*********************************
aEUTURE AUTUMN HIGHLIGHTS
to
e @HRISTCHURCH Gilbert and Sullivan
esSociety performs the rarely seen Utopia Ltd
r a thaiRegent €entre, SEptemledi2d r |
l'y involved as well
RINGWOOD Musical and Dramatic Soci-
v B & gnduR Ifuadaising Soirée takds placs
abn various dates from mid October. For
more details-mail soireesaml@aol.com

0

ALAN Bennett 0s play Th
théan, based on an elderly lady, Miss Shep-
ctrerd, who lived in a van on his Camden

ud-r i veway, is Churchi
Wi mborneds Tivoli Th
aQcwbed. ook at the b6gel s
MIBINALLY , dond6ét miss Poo
RUB-r oductionsd Music o

k&®egent Centre and Poole Lighthouse in
November.

10



MY DAY OUT

AS | wrote the above heading it reminded me of schooldays, and the subjects on
essays were invariably based. But | digress. When | was younger, fitter and rich
London were a regular occurrence and there was a period of twenty years or so
almost everything in the West End. In fact, at one point | found myself a job at
Television Centre, thinking that if | was on the doorstep, so to speak, | could
theatre every night. Fine in theory,
that London is a place | prefer to visit and leave again.

The years passed, | became poorer and ticket prices went through the roof, so 1
old man, although not quite shoving things inside the van and dilly dallying on
restricted our West End visits to hi
we see too, not wishing to spend our-eartied pittance on just anythinghich brings
me to the show we saw just a few weeks ago, that strange phenomenon known

Q.

| 8d heard of it, and knew there were
the numbers began to pop up in local concerts, and Highcliffe Charity Players b
Three Bears in this yearods Gol dil ock

semble concert featured an hilarious number from the show, we acquired the CD
tically wore it out, and seeing the show had to come next.

To quote from Sweet Charity, all | can say is wow! Avenue Q was written by Rob
and Jeff Marx, who grew up loving musicals but realised that most of their friend
the opinion that musicals, for the most part, are an old art form. Hence somet}
friendswouldgo tod a show similar to The Muppets, with some of the cast memb
people and others holding a puppet t
cial expressions also reflect those of the character.

Despite the puppets, this is definitely not a show for the kids. The poignant st

about a group of thitgomething New Yorkers, ten years on from graduation and r
that | ife doesndét aboua fprahe briliannlt SackstTo Bes
numberdbut finally coming to the conclu

funniest things | have ever seen on a stage has to be-hekog scene between twd
the puppets that alone would have been worth the price of the ticket.

Avenue Q has certainly struck a chord. It first came to the professional stage
2003, and is just beginning its thir
London, where there are queues for returns at nearly every performance.

If you want to find out more, see the website at www.avenueqgthemusical.co.uk
box office on 0844 482 5141. And i f
Any Dream Will Do, in a major role.
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?

1.Who wrote the musical The Lion King with Sir Elton John?

2.Which G&S opera followed The Mikado at the Savoy in 1887, a
was itunofficialsubtitle?

3. What were the names of King

4. 1n Willy Russell ds play Shir
with whom Shirley fell in love?

5.In which play, and by whom, does the character of Mrs Malaprop
6.The play The Shell Seekers was based on a novel by whom?

7. Boyzoneds hi't single No Matt
musical?

8. Fingal O0Fl ahertie Wi lls wer

9.Who played the part of Aunt Eller in the 1998 National Theatre f
tion of Oklahoma! ?

10.In a small town in America three women eventually find their idg
only to find it all goes wrong. Name the musical.

hd wt

Le

a)

Appec

roduc

al me

1 umdg
e

ANSWERS
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A CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION!

MEMBERS of Highcliffe Charity Players broke rehearsals for their forthcoming produc
tion of Happy As A Sandbag to congratulate one of their fellow ménilzanis Gillardd

who has just been awarded t he @&Bdesto Jourt h
nalism and to Charityéo.

On presenting David with a bottle of champagne, HCP Chairman Tracey Barrington se
0This is the Players6é first ever MBE, w

In response, David said: o0ltodés amazding
have been opera critic of the Daily Mail and writing about the arts and music for the Ra
Times for 37 years.

OHowever, anything | dve done for <charit
particularly to the Charity Players (with whom | started 8 years ago when 1 first moved
Hi ghcli ffe), as wel |l as to BBLOC, Si | hec
Appeal . They share the honour with me. o

And it goes without saying that David is, naturally, as happy as a sandbag!

David Gillard celebrates his award with fellow cast members

13
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