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EDITORIAL 
 

HAVING spent many years singing in local musical societies from the 
age of 16, I took a break and it has been fourteen years or so since I 
took part in anything – until now, that is. Yes, the bug has got me 
once more, and as I write it is just ten days until I‟ll be back where I 
like to think I belong.  
Confidence, once lost – and boy, did I lose it - is hard to regain, espe-
cially when a few like to kick you when you‟re down,  but thanks to the 
warm welcome I received from everyone in the Christchurch Gilbert 
and Sullivan Society when I joined them to lurk in the chorus of their 
production of Utopia Limited, mine has now returned and I just can‟t 
wait for opening night. 
Rehearsals have been a joy, and there is nothing to beat that feeling of 
belonging, so if you‟ve never taken part in a theatre production but 
you think you‟d like to – take it from me, you‟ll have a ball. 
 
                                               Linda Kirkman 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-
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Gala 30th Anniversary Concert : 
CADArts, Highcliffe Castle ð October 1 at 
7.15pm. Tickets £10 from Margaret 
Etheridge, The Hayloft, 14 Wick Lane, 
Christchurch, BH23 1HX (please enclose 
SAE & make chq payable to CADArts) 
 
An Evening of Noel Coward & Cole 
Porter: Spotlight Theatre Company, Per-
forming Arts Centre, Ballard School, New 
Milton ð October 4&5 at 8pm. Tickets £10, 
inc. glass of wine. Box office: 01425 
610020/01425 610211 
 
Opera, Operetta & Musicals Concert: 
Silhouette Opera, St Albanõs Church, 
Charminster Road, Bournemouth ð Octo-
ber 11 at 7pm. Tickets £12 inc. glass of 
wine. Box office: 01202 533545 
 
An Audience With Opus 8: Performing 
Arts Centre, Ballard School, New Milton ð 
October 11 at 7.30pm. Tickets £7 & £8. 
Box office: 01425 628139 
 
Comfort Me With Apples: Bournemouth 
Little Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton 
ð October 20-25 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50, 
concs. available, members £4. Box office: 
01202 417484 (8-9pm) 
 
At The Sign Of The Crippled Harlequin: 
Ferndown Drama Group, Barrington Thea-
tre, Ferndown ð October 22-25 at 7.45pm. 
Tickets £7.50. Box office: 01202 894858 
 
Showcase 2008 – The Final Encore: De 
La Salle Theatre, Southbourne ð October 26 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £12.50. Box office: 
01202 428843 (7-9pm) 
 

Showstoppers From Fantasy to Reality: 
Zenith Theatre Company, St Aldhelmõs 
Hall, Branksome ð October 24 at 7.45pm, 
25 at 2.30pm & 7.45pm. Tickets £6, concs 
£5, mat  & under 14s £4. Box office: 01202 
723588 
 
The Sorcerer: Bournemouth Gilbert & 
Sullivan Operatic Society, Lighthouse, Poole 
ð October 28ðNovember 1 at 7.30pm, mats 
Weds & Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets from £11, 
concs. available. Box office: 01202  532227   
 
The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas: 
Fladermouse Productions, Pier Theatre, 
Bournemouth ð October 29 ð November 1 
at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets 
£13.50, concs. £11. Box office: 01202 
306126 
 
Les Miserables ð School Edition: Theatre 
2000, Regent Centre, Christchurch ð Octo-
ber 29 ð Nov 1 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets from £10. Box office: 
01202 499199 
 
The Shell Seekers: Ringwood Musical & 
Dramatic Society, Ringwood School Thea-
tre ð October 29-November 1 at 7.30pm. 
Box office: 01425 470837 
 
Adam‟s Ark: New Forest Players, Perform-
ing Arts Centre, Ballard School, New Mil-
ton ð October 29-November 1 at 7.30pm, 
mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £8 adults, £5 
child 14 & under. Box office: 0845 166 8775 
 
The Lady in the Van: Churchill Produc-
tions, Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne ð Oct 30 & 
31 at 7.30pm, Nov 1 at 2.30pm & 7.30pm, 2 
at 3pm.Tickets £8/£6.50. 01202 885566 

 
WHAT‟S HAPPENING 
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NOISES OFF 

@THEATRE PRODUCTIONS, a new 
local professional theatre company, is run-
ning an 8 week acting course, An Introduc-
tion To Acting, for adults at the Regent 
Centre, Christchurch, beginning on Monday 
September 29 at 7.30pm. 
The course will help students improve act-
ing skills such as vocal technique, improvi-
sation, movement, singing and audition 
technique. Covering different theatre styles 
students will also work on scenes and 
monologues and finish the course with a 
performance of their work in the Studio. 
Cost is £64 for the 8 week course. For fur-
ther information or to book a place, please 
contact Benedict on 07879 421636 or e-mail  
b_theocleous@hotmail.com  
 
*********************************** 
LOCAL playwright Les Clarke is hoping to 
direct his award-winning play When We 
Were Full Of Hope in the Dorset Drama 
Festival next March, and is looking for a tall 
male aged around 45/50 who can do a pass-
able Russian accent. He is also looking for a 
prompt. 
If you can help, please contact Les via his 
website, www.lesclarkeplays.co.uk or on 
01202 518974  
 
*********************************** 
BRANKSOME based Zenith Theatre 
Company, who are currently rehearsing 
their October revue, Showstoppers From 
Fantasy To Reality, have recently been 
awarded the NODA South West Regional 
Award For Excellence for their July 2007 
production of Anything Goes. 
 
*********************************** 
 
 

AS a way of researching ideas for Wim-
borne Community Theatreõs proposed 2009 
production, Geraldine Pilgrim, Artistic Di-
rector of Corridor Performance Company, 
will be presenting Objects and Atmos-
pheres, a workshop that includes looking at 
how objects can be used to create atmos-
pheres and ways of developing narratives 
inspired by site. 
Participants will have the opportunity to 
explore devising non verbal work, exploring 
text as a visual language, the body in rela-
tion to site and the importance of the dy-
namics of architectural space. 
The course, which takes place on Saturday 
October 18 from 10.30-4.30 at Wimborne 
Methodist Hall, King Street, Wimborne, 
costs £20, concessions £10. 
Booking in advance is essential. Send 
cheques, made payable to Wimborne Com-
munity Theatre, to Tuppy Hill, 8 Pine 
Close, Ferndown. 
F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m 
gill.horitz@talk21.com 
 
*********************************** 
LOOKING for a rehearsal venue? Sopley 
Village Hall, near Christchurch, is now 
available to hire. For details contact Ann 
Ramm on 01425 674668 or e-mail 
ann.ramm@virgin.net 
 
*********************************** 
THE Fireside Theatreõs next play reading, 
which takes place at Acorns, 55 The Green, 
Woodlands, Verwood, on October 8 at 
7.30pm, will be A Clean Kill, a murder mys-
tery by Michael Gilbert. Call Daphne Fair-
burn on 01202 820689 if you wish to attend. 
 
*********************************** 
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PREVIEWS 

SPOTLIGHT Theatre Company is a new 
group based in New Milton, with profits 
from productions going to charity. Its foun-
der and director, Helen Davison, is no 
stranger to amdram, having been a founder 
member of Milton Musical Society and 
spent many years with New Forest Players. 
She has also performed at the Mayflower 
Theatre, Southampton and the Pavilion 
Theatre, Bournemouth. 
The companyõs first production is an eve-
ning of Noel Coward and Cole Porter 
songs, entitled Noel and Cole, and will be 
held at the Performing Arts Centre, Ballard 
School, New Milton, on October 4 & 5. 
Celia Cologne is musical director, Barbara 
Evens is choreographer and the cast is John 
James, Barbara Evens, Alan Colclough, 
Chris Vessey, Helen Vessey, Jill Scott, Pam 
Goldsbrough and Bruce Clitherow. 
 
*********************************** 
ON October 11 Jon Andrewõs Silhouette 
Opera return to St Albanõs Church in 
Charminster Road, Bournemouth, with an 
evening of operatic arias and songs from 
operetta and musicals in support of the 
Juliaõs House Childrenõs Hospice and the 
Royal Bournemouth Hospital Jigsaw Appeal 
and compered by Daily Mail opera critic 
David Gillard. 
 
***********************************
RINGWOOD Musical and Dramatic Soci-
etyõs annual Soiree, which takes place at The 
Hub, Verwood, begins on October 13 and 
continues on various dates over the follow-
ing few weeks. For details contact Sam 
Coleman at soireesam1@aol.com 
*********************************** 

BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Clubõs 
next production, at Jameson Road from 
October 20ð25, is the amateur world pre-
miere of Comfort Me With Apples by 
Bournemouth based playwright Nell Ley-
shon. 
Autumn, and the orchard is full of cider 
apples: Beauty of Bath, Kingston Black and 
Glory of the West. 
This serious and dark piece of challenging 
theatre is set on a farm in a declining Som-
erset cider orchard. Though it is about lost 
ways of life and fading rural traditions, this 
is not a play that rages; it tackles its subject 
with poignancy, lyricism and a measure of 
muted anger and is all the stronger for it. 
This is a richly evocative tale about life in 
our changing rural landscape, and looks at 
the relationships in the family with the ef-
fect it can have on our lives. 
Patricia Richardson directs, and her cast is 
Lin Denning, Matthew Ellison, Steve 
Hawker, Charly Bird and Dawn Hollington. 
  
*********************************** 

MANY of you reading Scene One 
will, I‟m sure, identify with this 
quote from Ronald Harwood‟s play 
The Dresser: 
 
“Memory‟s like a policeman. Never 
there when you want it.” 
 
So next time you‟re having trouble 
recalling something, just remember 
(if you can!) that you‟re not alone. 
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PREVIEWS 

FROM October 24-25 Ferndown Drama 
Group will be presenting Norman Robbinsõ 
At The Sign Of The Crippled Harlequin at 
the Barrington Theatre, Ferndown. 
A case of mistaken identity leads to tragedy 
in this engaging thriller. In a snowbound 
guest house in the Peak District, Marjory 
Pike is wrongly identified by another guest 
as the author of a book declaiming certain 
mediums, one of whom had committed 
suicide as a result. The son of the deceased  
is staying at the guest house, so when he 
arrives in the lounge bloodied and bruised, 
and Marjory is found dead, the finger of 
suspicion  points to him. But the guest 
house may be haunted, other guests have 
their own secrets, and even the proprietors 
are not above suspicioné 
The cast is Pauline Smith, Verity Brayshaw, 
Gill Greaves, Richard Coleman, Jenny 
Sibley, Keith Griffin, Bob Johnson & 
Heather Seaton. 
 
*********************************** 
ZENITH Theatre Companyõs next pro-
duction, at St Aldhelmõs Hall, Branksome, 
on October 24 & 25, is Showstoppers ð 
From Fantasy To Reality. 
This all-singing, all-dancing cabaret includes 
songs from The Lion King, Beauty and the 
Beast, Mary Poppins, Starlight Express, 
Cabaret, Miss Saigon, Hairspray and many 
others. 
Director is Rosemary Witcher, assisted by 
Laura Hampshaw. Leah Ross is musical 
director, Mechelle Summers choreographer 
and Ann Whitaker is responsible for set, 
costumes and auditorium. 
 
*********************************** 
 

YOUNG lyrical tenor Rossano Saltfleet 
makes his debut with Bournemouth Gilbert 
and Sullivan Operatic Society when he part-
ners lovely Jemma Truss in the leading roles 
of Alexis and Aline in The Sorcerer, which 
takes place at Poole Lighthouse from Octo-
ber 28 to November 1. 
With established favourites Cherrill Ash-
ford, Cathy Murray, John Gerken, Mike 
Griffiths, Robin Lavies, Charlotte Deverill 
and Ian Metcalfe, this principal line-up 
combines youth and experience for a lesser-
known but delightful operetta. 
Ex DõOyly Carte performer Alan Spencer 
directs and Jean Holt wields the baton for 
this tuneful production in which magic 
spells, a love potion and cups of rather spe-
cial tea combine to bring about all manner 
of strange happenings. 
The Sorcerer himself delivers the patter 
song My Name Is John Wellington Wells 
and the whole company sings the charming 
Why, Where Be I? as they awake from the 
engagement party for the young sweet-
hearts. Set in the village of Ploverleigh, the 
unlikely pairings which take place when the 
potion takes effect bring much merriment 
and many magical moments. 
 
*********************************** 
 

PLEASE MENTION SCENE 
ONE WHEN BOOKING FOR 
SHOWS YOU HAVE READ 
ABOUT HERE. 
 
**************************** 
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ALINE AND ALEXIS, WATCHED BY  THE NOTARY AND THEIR RESPE-
CIVE PARENTS LADY SANGAZURE AND SIR MARMADUKE POINTDEX-
TRE, SIGN THE REGISTER IN BOURNEMOUTH GILBERT AND SULLI-
VAN OPERATIC SOCIETY‟S FORTHCOMING PRODUCTION OF THE SOR-
CERER. 

LYNTECH 
Embroidery provided for 
your club/society on Fruit 
of  the Loom T-shirts from 
£10 for one colour or Polo 
shirts from £12.50.  „Custom 
Kit‟ short sleeve shirts from 
£17.50 including embroi-
dery. Additional colours on 
application.  Catalogue of  
styles available. No mini-
mum quantity. No set-up 
cost for Drama Groups. 
Telephone Lyn 01202 779804 
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PREVIEWS 

EVERY four years, St Peterõs School stages 
a Showcase in its own beautiful De La Salle 
Theatre. The evening consists of songs 
from stage and screen and features the 
schoolõs home-grown talent. 
This year the show, which takes place on 
October 26, is entitled Showcase 2008 ð 
The Final Encore and has a cast of well 
over a hundred former and current students 
and staff, including actors and actresses 
from cinema, television and West End 
shows.  
The production is produced and directed by 
David Sandham who, before his recent re-
tirement, was Head of Drama and Theatre 
Studies at the school for almost twenty 
years.  
There will be a live band in the orchestra 
pit, under the baton of West End musical 
director Colin Billing. 
 
***********************************  
THE Best Little Whorehouse In Texas 
comes to Bournemouthõs Pier Theatre from 
October 29 to November 1, courtesy of 
Fladermouse Productions. 
The show is based on the true story of a 
legendary Texas brothel known as the 
Chicken Ranch, which operated from the 
1840s until 1973 when it was finally shut 
down by the efforts of a crusading Houston 
radio commentator and his conservative 
audience. It begins during the last days of 
the Chicken Ranch (which earned its name 
during the Depression when customers 
were allowed to pay with poultry). Melvin P 
Thorpe, a television broadcaster eager for 
the spotlight, has just scored a career tri-
umph by exposing a peanut bar for not 
having as many peanuts as advertised.    

He turns his attention to what is potentially 
a much bigger triumph ð an appalling thing 
he calls ôloveless copulationõ at the Chicken 
Ranch. Although many of the Stateõs Politi-
cians have been customers, they are eager to 
preserve their political careers and thus 
choose to publically denounce the Chicken 
Ranch and its inhabitants. Finally, in spite 
of the protection of the local sheriff, Miss 
Mona, the proprietress, is thrown onto the 
street along with all her girls. Melvin P 
Thorpe receives a commendation from the 
Governor for his services to the State of 
Texas.   
*********************************** 
RINGWOOD Musical and Dramatic Soci-
ety brings the local amateur premiere of 
Rosamunde Pilcherõs The Shell Seekers to 
Ringwood School Theatre from October 29 
to November 1. 
The play, which was adapted for the stage 
by Terence Brady and Charlotte Bingham, 
centres around artistõs daughter Penelope 
Keeling. She can look back on a full and 
varied life: a Bohemian childhood in Lon-
don and Cornwall, an unhappy wartime 
marriage, and the one man she truly loved. 
She has brought up three children, and 
learned to accept each of them as they are. 
Yet she is far too energetic and independent 
to settle sweetly into pensioned-off old age. 
And when she discovers that her most 
treasured possession ð her fatherõs painting 
of The Shell Seekers ð is now worth a small 
fortune, it is Penelope who must make the 
decisions that will determine whether her 
family can continue to survive as a family, 
or be split apart. The cast includes Rose-
mary Guy, Pam Goldsbrough, Chris Grant 
& Peter Ansell. 
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THEATRE 2000 bring the worldõs longest
-running musical to the Regent Centre from 
October 29 to November 1 when they per-
form the School Edition of Les Miserables 
with a cast made up entirely of students. 
Victor Hugoõs sweeping masterpiece has 
been elevated to legendary status in the 
world of musical theatre, and this version 
contains virtually the whole original score. 
It opened in 1985 at the Barbican Theatre 
in London and then on Broadway in 1987, 
capturing 8 Tony awards, including Best 
Musical. To date it has played in 38 coun-
tries and 223 cities around the world and is 
still in the West End today, having moved 
from its original home to the Palace Theatre 
and subsequently to the Queenõs Theatre. 
 
*********************************** 
NEW Forest Players will be performing 
Harold Hodgsonõs Adamõs Ark at The Per-
forming Arts Centre, Ballard School, from 
October 29 to November 1, directed by P J 
Stevens. 
Set in the 1960s, the play is about a group 
of teenagers who are taken by their teacher 
to visit a government underground bunker 
just as nuclear bombs fall on the country. 
They are forced to remain in the bunker 
where they face some very difficult deci-
sions over the ensuing months. 
This gripping drama follows the experi-
ences, struggles and relationships of the 
children with each other and with the few 
adults around them, and eventually they 
emerge into the new world outside. 
 
*********************************** 
 
 

ALAN Bennettõs play The Lady In The 
Van , based on a real-life situation, is Chur-
chill Productions autumn play, at Wim-
borneõs Tivoli Theatre from October 30 to 
November 1. 
A great success in the West End, with 
Maggie Smith in the title role, it is a won-
derfully bitter-sweet comic diary of the 
years in which a lethally dotty and very 
smelly old bat parked her unroadworthy 
vehicle in the Camden Street in which Ben-
nett lived. When forced to move on, she 
and her van then took up residence in his 
driveway, where she remained for almost 
two decades until her death in 1989. 
Among the cast of 19 are several well-
known local actors taking major roles, in-
cluding Jan Wyld, Stuart Glossop, John 
Billington-Beardsley and Sammy Boyle.  
 
*********************************** 
ON November 8 and 9 Milton Musical 
Society bring Movies and Musicals to the 
Performing Arts Centre, Ballard School, 
New Milton. 
 Songs of stage and screen ranging from the 
new Disney classic Enchanted to the tear-
jerking Miss Saigon are just two of the items 
with which the society hopes to enchant its 
audiences. 
Directed by Vicky Clarke, with musical di-
rection from Alison Peach and choreogra-
phy by Jo Mansfield, the show also includes 
extracts from the James Bond movies, 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, The Lion King, 
Sweet Charity and Evita.   
 
*********************************** 

 
PREVIEWS 
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WHAT‟S COMING UP IN THE SOUTHAMPTON AREA 

WATERSIDE  Musical Society will be 
performing Lerner and Loeweõs Brigadoon 
at the Waterside Theatre, Holbury, from 
November 5-8 at 7.30pm, with a Saturday 
matinee at 2.30pm. 
This charming musical about two American 
tourists who stumble upon a Scottish village 
that only appears once in every hundred 
years features such well-known songs as 
The Heather On The Hill and Almost Like 
Being In Love. 
Tickets are £9 & £8 from 023 8084 9708 
 
*********************************** 
ROMSEY Amateur Operatic and Drama 
Society (RAODS), which celebrates its 75th 
anniversary in 2009, takes to the stage of the 
Plaza Theatre, Romsey, from November 10
-15 with Snoopy The Musical. 
Based on the comic strip Peanuts by 
Charles M Schulz, the show ran for 152 
performances on Broadway in 1982. It then 
appeared in the West End in 1983, where it 
won an Olivier Award.  
As with the cartoon strip, this is a show that 
has appeal for everyone. Atop his kennel, 
Snoopy surveys the skies, scene of his tri-
umph as a First World War flying ace. Mod-
estly, he considers his genius. Stoically he 
accepts that his brilliance in nearly every 
field of endeavour will forever go unmarked 
by humankind. He can but uphold his own 
high standards. (òI refuse to chase a stick 
that hasnõt been properly sanded and pol-
ishedó). No wonder Charlie Brown wonders 
whether he should trade Snoopy in for a 
cat! 
Performances are each night at 7.30pm, 
matinee at 2.30pn on Saturday. Tickets £9 
& £11 from 01794 512987. 

DEBUT Youth Theatre will be bringing 
Lionel Bartõs Oliver! to the Plaza  Theatre in 
Romsey from December 3-6 at 7.30pm, 
with a Saturday matinee at 2.30pm. 
Join orphan Oliver as he struggles through 
life, journeying to London where he meets 
the Artful Dodger, Nancy and Fagin. A tale 
of love, hate, greed, murder and friendship, 
together with rousing musical numbers such 
as Consider Yourself and Oom-Pah-Pah. 
You never know, you may even spot some 
stars of the future in this group, which is 
the junior section of Southampton Operatic 
Society and was formed in 1988 for 8-18 
year-olds. 
Ticket prices are £9, concessions £7, from 
01794 511499. 
 
*********************************** 
LOOKING ahead to next year, Southamp-
ton Operatic Society will be presenting Fid-
dler On The Roof at the Nuffield Theatre 
from February 3-7 at 7.30pm, with a Satur-
day matinee at 2.30pm. 
Tickets cost £12, box office 023 8067 1771. 
 
*********************************** 
 IF your society is based in the Southamp-
ton area and you would like to be men-
tioned in Scene One, or would like copies 
of the magazine to distribute to your mem-
bers and audiences, please send details to 
sceneone@talktalk.net  
 
*********************************** 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING FOR SHOWS YOU 
HAVE READ ABOUT HERE. 
 
*********************************** 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE? 

 
1. Who wrote the music for Me And My Girl? 
 
2. Londonõs National Theatre houses three separate theatres. What are their 
names? 
 
3. Where is the setting of Shakespeareõs Hamlet? 
 
4. In the musical Chicago, how many murderesses are in the Cook County 
Jail? 
 
5. A cast member of a musical who understudies various chorus members is 
known as what? 
 
6. In Gilbert & Sullivanõs The Sorcerer, what is Mrs Partletõs occupation? 
 
7. In which year did the long-running play The Mousetrap open in London? 
 
8. Which play by Michael Frayn takes place backstage in a theatre? 
 
9. Bouncers was one of the first plays written by which contemporary play-
wright? 
 
10. Who wrote the lyrics for the musical Spamalot? 

 

ANSWERS 

1.Noel Gay  2.Olivier, Lyttleton & Cottesloe  3.Elsinore Castle  4.Six  5.A Swing         
6.A Pew Opener  7.1952  8.Noises Off  9.John Godber  10.Eric Idle 
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SOUTH Coast Really Awesome Productions (S.C.R.A.P.) took their produc-
tion of The Farndale Avenue Townswomen‟s Guild Operatic Society‟s Pro-
duction Of  The Mikado to the Buxton International Gilbert & Sullivan Fes-
tival  during August. Gillian Linford, who played KoKo, tells us how it went.   
 
 
JUST before our initial run of the show at Kinson in January, we received an invitation 
from the Buxton International G&S Festival to stage it on the Festival Fringe. The Festival 
is now in its 15th year and hosts amateur and professional companies from all over the 
world.  Of course, taking a small and barely solvent company, with all its scenery and props, 
four hoursõ drive away is a different proposition to performing up the road, and a good deal 
of recasting proved necessary ð it seemed uncertain up to the final few weeks whether the 
show would make it there at all. Some parts were double cast to cover the production at 
Burley village hall in early August and the parts of the MD and the ôorchestraõ had to be 
slightly adjusted to allow for the fact that the band was down to 3 musicians! The profit 
from Burley enabled each member to receive a modest subsidy towards their Buxton ex-
penses and covered the hire of a van, and the next stop was the Paxton Hall, a few steps 
from the beautiful Opera House in Buxtonõs Victorian parade. 
 
 
Saturday was a flurry of activity, grabbing the backstage area as other events in the hall per-
mitted, to do our get-in and technical rehearsal. The musical director was still bashing the 
chorus numbers in spare moments - itõs never too late! The stage in the Paxton is wonder-
ful, a slightly smaller version of the Poole Lighthouse, but the dressing rooms are some-
thing else ð under the stage, low ceilinged, water trickling down the walls, no mirrors, poor 
lighté.apparently they have plans to renovate the entire area next year, including removing 
the false ceiling in the hall, which conceals a dress circle and currently has a very deadening 
effect on the sound. 
 
 
We managed a dress rehearsal late in the afternoon, once the man playing the musical saw 
had cleared the stage, then it was the first performance at 8pm. The G&S cognoscenti were 
there in force: they understood all the jokes as we had known they would. They knew Koko 
shouldnõt have gone off, leaving Nanki-Poo to play her hanging scene alone, they too had 
laboured for hours with an MD to get the timing of ôOni bikkuri shakuri toeõ right, so they 
loved it when the chorus failed to come in. And they loved the interplay with the (by now 
very small) orchestra as the MD demanded an apology from the leading lady, only grudg-
ingly given once the casting for the next show was announced by the Townswomenõs Guild 
Chair. As the Festival organiser said at the end, òHavenõt we all been in productions like 
that ð and isnõt this the first time weõve enjoyed it?!ó 
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STOP PRESS 

WOULD you like to appear in The Boy-
friend? New Forest Players will be perform-
ing this delightful Sandy Wilson musical, a 
1920s pastiche, at the Performing Arts Cen-
tre, Ballard School, New Milton, from Feb-
ruary 18-21 next year and will be holding 
open auditions on Sunday October 5 at 
2.30pm at the same venue. 
The show, which will be directed by Sonia 
Collyer, is packed with catchy songs and 
lively dances, is tremendous fun to perform. 
The characters are as follows: 
POLLY BROWNE (soprano), demure heir-
ess, afraid boys will only be interested in her 
money. 
MAISIE (mezzo/alto), lively and flirtatious, 
known as ômadcapõ Maisie ð good dancer. 
DULCIE/FAY/NANCIE, a vivacious trio 
who will need to act, sing and dance. 
HORTENSE (mezzo), chic French maid. 
MADAME DUBONNET, Principal of the 
Finishing School, caring and intuitive. 
TONY BROCKHURST (tenor), young heir 
to Lord Brockhurst, has to dance. 
BOBBY VAN HUSEN (baritone), good 
looking, wealthy, American playboy, has to 
dance. 
PERCIVAL BROWNE (high baritone), 
Pollyõs father, suitor to Madame Dubonnet. 
LORD BROCKHURST (baritone), Tonyõs 
father, a jolly man much attracted to girls. 
LADY BROCKHURST (non singer), keeps 
a tight rein on her husband, with reason! 
ALPHONSE/MARCEL/PIERRE, boy-
friends to Dulcie, Fay and Nancy, all sing 
and dance. 
Scripts and CD recordings of the music are 
available for perusal by telephoning 01590 
643943. Anyone not wishing to sing a song 
from the production at the audition, may 
use music of their choice. 

LOCAL writer and actress Sasha Paul is 
attempting to bridge the gap between hear-
ing and deaf theatre in a way that does not 
make it an issue. 
Someone Elseõs Husband is a harrowing yet 
funny insight into the mind of a lonely 
woman who becomes obsessed. Although 
the play deals with the subject of relation-
ships and obsessive love, it has an added 
dramatic quality. Mr Jonathan Charles 
Westwood is deaf. The play is not about 
this fact. It is coincidental. 
Any dialogue will be signed to the audience 
in B.S.L. (British Sign Language) by a fe-
male interpreter, and any scenes that are 
signed will have a pre-recorded voice-over 
for the hearing members of the audience. 
The ôwomanõ is played by Sasha herself, 
actress and interpreter Wendy Ebsworth 
MBE plays the ôwifeõ, whilst deaf actor Mat-
thew Kirby plays the ôhusbandõ. 
A shortened version of the play previewed 
at the Lighthouse, Poole, earlier this year 
and was a sell-out with rave reviews. 
The project is supported by a grant from 
UnLtd Millennium Awards. Annabel 
Sampson, Development Manager for 
UnLtd, said òWe are delighted to fund a 
project like Sashaõs. Someone Elseõs Hus-
band and related workshops will help to 
raise awareness of the reality of life for peo-
ple who are hearing impaired and will en-
courage more people to learn how to sign. 
Sasha is an inspirational individual and 
UnLtd is thrilled to support her in realising 
her vision.ó 
Someone Elseõs Husband is at The Pier 
Theatre, Bournemouth, From October 9-11 
at 8pm. Tickets are £12.50, concs. £10, 
from the box office on 01202 306126 or 
www.thebournemouthpier.com   
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ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 

CPS Group – Who are we ? 
 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, provid-
ing everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound 
and lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these 
types amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equip-
ment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 
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