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SCENE ONE, a non-profit-
making magazine, is distrib-
uted monthly in Dorset and 
Hampshire, free of  charge, 
to those with a proven inter-
est in the Arts, and it is also 
available for download from 
our website, 
www.sceneone.biz, giving 
our advertisers an even wider  
audience. 
 
If  you think YOU could 
benefit from advertising in 
these pages, please contact 
us at sceneone@talktalk.net 
 

 
 

DON’T forget to take a look at 
our website, www.sceneone.biz 
for the very latest local theatre 
news and reviews - the latter 

printed in full - plus much more. 
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EDITORIAL 
WHERE on earth has this year gone? I can’t believe it’s twelve 
months since I was bemoaning the fact that every time I write the 
word Christmas it comes out as Chrsitmas – and yes, it’s still happen-
ing. But I digress. 2008 has seen a number of changes on the local 
theatre scene, with one or two companies sadly struggling for survival, 
often because they simply cannot find enough people to cast a produc-
tion. In the main this seems only to apply to men, particularly younger 
ones, who seem curiously reluctant to offer their services, especially 
within the musical groups. When I first began performing, which is 
now more years ago than I care to admit, there were men and women 
aplenty, so what has gone wrong? It’s a great way to meet like-minded  
people so come on, all you young men, help keep local theatre alive!  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. 
 
                                                    Linda Kirkman 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Popcorn: Arena Theatre, Regent Centre 
Studio, Christchurch ð November 30, De-
cember 1 & 3 at 8pm. Tickets £7.50. Box 
office: 01202 499199 
 
Oliver!: Debut Youth Theatre, Plaza Thea-
tre, Romsey ð December 3-6 at 7.30pm, 
mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £9, concs. £7. 
Box office: 023 8067 1771 
 
Mary Barton: BA Acting Students, Studio 
Theatre, Arts Institute at Bournemouth, 
Wallisdown ð December 4 & 5 at 7.30pm, 6 
at 2.30pm & 7.30pm. Tickets free. Box of-
fice: 01202 363324 
 
The Dumb Waiter: MoJo Theatre Com-
pany, Mowlem Theatre, Swanage ð Decem-
ber 4-6 at 8pm. Tickets £8, concs. £7. Box 
office: 01929 422239 
 
Macbeth: Blade Productions, Village Hall, 
Lytchett Matravers ð Dec 6 at 7.45pm; Bar-
rington Theatre, Ferndown ð Dec 7 at 
2.30pm; Rubyz Night Club, Bournemouth - 
Dec 8 & 9 at 7.45pm; Ballard School, New 
Milton ð Dec 13 at 7.45pm. Tickets £8. Box 
office: 01202 623904 
 
Christmas Concert: La Nova Singers, 
West Cliff Baptist Church, Westbourne ð 
December 6 at 7.30pm. Tickets £8.50, 
OAPs £7.50. Box office: 01202 470307; 
Highcliffe Castle ð December 17 at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £12.50. Box office: 01425 278807 
 
Murderer: Bournemouth Little Theatre 
Club, Jameson Road, Winton ð December 8
-13 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50, concs. Avail-
able, members £4. Box office: 01202 
417484 (8-9pm) 

A Dickens of a Christmas: RMDS Choir, 
Trinity Church, Ringwood ð December16; 
Ellingham Church ð December 18; Ring-
wood Parish Church ð December 20. All at 
7.30pm. Tickets from Carr & Neave, Christ-
church Road, Ringwood 
 
Red Riding Hood: LUCA Amateur Dra-
matic Society, Community Centre, Upton, 
Poole ð December 17-20 at 7.30pm, mat Sat 
at 2.30pm. Tickets £6, concs. £4. Box of-
fice: 01202 666655 
 
Aladdin: Unison Theatrical Choir, Memo-
rial Hall, West Moors ð December 19 at 
7.30pm, 20 at 2.30pm & 7.30pm. Tickets £6 
adult, £5 senior, £4 child, concs. available. 
Box office: 01202 875343 
 
Music Hall: Ringwood Musical & Dra-
matic Society, Meeting House, Ringwood ð 
January 7-10 at 8pm. Tickets £7.50. Box 
office: 01425 474972 or in person from 
Meeting House (10am-12noon weekdays) 
 
Cinderella: All Saints Dramatic Society, De 
La Salle Theatre, Southbourne ð January 9 
at 7.30pm, 10 at 2.30pm & 7.30pm, 11 at 
2.30pm, 15 at 7.30pm, 16 at 7.30pm, 17 at 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. Tickets £10 adults, 
£8.50 OAPs, £5 children. Box office: 01202 
568545 
 

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING  

PLEASE MENTION SCENE 
ONE WHEN BOOKING 
FOR SHOWS YOU HAVE 
READ ABOUT HERE. 
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NOISES OFF 

A new Gospel Choir has just been 
launched, and will meet in Poole on Thurs-
day evenings from 6pm to 9pm. All are 
welcome, whatever age, and there are no 
auditions. For further details call 01202 
743280. 
**************************************** 
THE Christmas play-reading of The Fire-
side Theatre, Arthur Lovegroveõs comedy 
Goodnight Mrs Puffin, will be held at 
7.30pm on Wednesday December 10 at 11 
Hayward Way, Verwood. 
Anyone who wishes to go along and read or 
just sit and listen is asked to contact Judith 
Dolan on 01202 822939 at least two days 
before the reading to allow for seating and 
catering arrangements. 
**************************************** 
FOREST FM (92.3fm) is a community 
radio station based in Verwood and broad-
casting over a wide area of East Dorset and 
South-West Hampshire. They are interested 
in helping local groups promote themselves 
and would like to hear about forthcoming 
productions. It could well be that a spokes-
person from a group might be invited to 
chat about their society and its forthcoming 
show on one of the regular Whatõs On slots,  
so why not get in touch with them at vwra-
dio@aol.com or by phone on 01202 
8 2 0 0 0 3 .  S e e  t h e i r  w e b s i t e 
www.forestfm.co.uk for more information 
about the station. 
**************************************** 
BOURNEMOUTH Gilbert & Sullivan 
Operatic Society struck a happy note re-
cently when members presented cheques to 
their chosen local charities. Hospital Radio 
Bedside and the Richard Ely Trust for 
Young Musicians each received £500. 
**************************************** 
 

AN exciting new singing group is starting 
on Thursday evenings in Moordown, com-
mencing in January. It will concentrate on 
lively songs from the 40s to the 70s, work-
ing towards performing shows at quality 
venues. 
If you would like to be part of this stimulat-
ing group, can sing in tune, although you 
donõt have to be able to read music, are 
over 40 and love the hits of Abba, Dusty 
Springfield, Elvis and Petula Clark then this 
is the group for you ð and it is completely 
free. To find out more call 01202 531530. 
**************************************** 
2009 will see the introduction of a new for-
mat Performing Arts Competition at 
CADArts, with the heats and finals all tak-
ing place on one day, Monday May 4. 
The categories are dance, drama, instrumen-
tal music and singing, and each category will 
offer an open class for all ages and a youth 
class for all performers aged 16 and under. 
Details and application forms will be avail-
able in January by e-mail from 
cadarts@cadarts.com, by collection from 
the Regent Centre, Christchurch, or by post 
from 16 Somerford Way, Christchurch, 
BH23 3QN.   
**************************************** 
BOURNEMOUTH Pier Theatre will be 
available for rent during January and Febru-
ary at the very reasonable rate of £150 per 
day. For details of availability call Ian 
Goode on 01202 306126 or at 
igoode@thebournemouthpier.com 
 
**************************************** 
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PREVIEWS 

IF you donõt want to travel all the way to 
London to see the new Oliver! at Drury 
Lane, why not go along to Romseyõs Plaza 
Theatre between December 3 and 6? There 
youõll find Debut Youth Theatreõs produc-
tion of the show ð and who knows, maybe 
youõll be watching one of tomorrowõs stars 
making a fledgling appearance! 
 
**************************************** 
DANNY Seldon, a well-known Swanage 
actor trained at Lamda, has joined with fel-
low professional actor Grant Jones to form 
The MoJo Theatre Company. 
Danny, who has recently been performing 
with the Royal Shakespeare Company, has 
decided to come back to his roots and pro-
duce and take part in the Harold Pinter 
play, The Dumb Waiter, at the Mowlem 
Theatre, Swanage, from December 4-6.  
The Mowlem Theatre has fond memories 
for Danny, as this was where he first began 
to tread the boards in local amateur theatre. 
Proceeds from the production will go to-
wards the Mowlem Refurbishment Fund. 
As an added bonus, Danny is delighted to 
have secured the services of Jolyon Coy, 
who is the actor grandson of Brian Rix, 
famous for the Whitehall farces in the 50õs 
and 60õs. Jolyon will be directing and taking 
part in the production. 
A modern classic, òThe Dumb 
Waiteró (1960) is an early Pinter play and is 
best described as òTarantino meets Tony 
Hancockó. The play will be performed 
alongside other Pinter sketches and should 
make for a very entertaining evening. 
And as a further inducement to go along, 
complimentary mulled wine and mince pies 
will be served during the interval. 

B A Acting Students at the Arts Institute at 
Bournemouth will be performing Mary Bar-
ton at the Instituteõs Studio Theatre, Wallis-
down, from December 4-6, and admission 
is free. 
The play, based on Elizabeth Gaskellõs 
novel, is set in 1840s Manchester and tells 
the dramatic story of Mary and her father 
John against a backdrop of poverty, strikes 
and the radical political agitation of the 
Chartists. 
 
**************************************** 
DECEMBER sees a new company touring 
a production of Macbeth that uses Shake-
speareõs original language but offers a mod-
ern interpretation of the plot and characters. 
Blade Productions has been created to offer 
the public innovative, high quality, touring 
productions of exciting plays, both classic 
and modern. It also offers a package of 
workshops and performances for schools 
and colleges. 
Founder of Blade, and director of Macbeth, 
is Denise Mallender, who directed The Mer-
chant of Venice for Brownsea Open Air 
Theatre this summer. Her previous produc-
tions include Romeo and Juliet in January 
2007 for BOAT Ashore!. She has directed 
Much Ado About Nothing and Twelfth 
Night, both for BOAT, and The Crucible & 
Oh What A Lovely War for Castle Players. 
Macbethõs cast are all talented local actors 
with a wealth of experience. They have 
come together for this production because 
it is an exciting opportunity to offer audi-
ences a fresh, fast-paced version of a famil-
iar play using creative sound & lighting ef-
fects. 



 

 7 

 
PREVIEWS 

LA Nova Singers begin their Christmas 
Concert season at West Cliff Baptist 
Church, Westbourne, on December 6. The 
programme will include Christmas classical, 
sacred and popular songs. 
On Wednesday December 17 the group will 
be in the newly renovated Great Hall at 
Highcliffe Castle. The programme will be-
gin with Gaudete and the Boarõs Head 
carol, and the first half includes solos and 
chorals from Bachõs Christmas Oratorio, 
Rutter, Faure and Handelõs Hallelujah Cho-
rus. Part two will include songs such as 
White Christmas and The Twelve Days of 
Christmas. 
At this concert Roma Loukes, a former 
member of La Nova Singers, will be singing 
as a guest soloist. She is in her second year 
at the Birmingham Music Conservatoire and 
is fast making a name for herself. 
 
**************************************** 
BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Clubõs 
December production, at Jameson Road 
from 8-13, is Anthony Schafferõs Murderer, 
directed by Don Cherrett. 
This unusual dark gruesome comedy con-
cerns Norman Bartholomew, an insignifi-
cant little man who has an obsession with 
murder and dreams of becoming a famous 
ð or infamous ð murderer himself. His ideal 
target is his wife, Elizabeth, whom he 
wishes to be rid of so that he can be with 
his girlfriend, Millie. 
The production makes full use of the BLTC 
stage, including the infrequently used upper 
level upon which the audience will have a 
Peeping Tom view into the bathroom, the 
scene of Normanõs proposed plan. 
Casting is Brian Woolton, Nicola King, 
Louise Isaacs & Noel Davenport.  
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 RINGWOOD Musical and Dramatic Soci-
ety Choir are determined to have ôA Dick-
ens of a Christmasõ this year, and are re-
hearsing hard for their forthcoming con-
certs. 
As ever, joint musical directors Chris Guy 
and Ivy Tan have chosen a wonderful selec-
tion of music including some rousing fa-
vourites such as the Hallelujah Chorus, 
mixed in with lesser-known but very beauti-
ful carols that really bring home the true 
meaning of Christmas. The audience is not 
forgotten either, as a selection of much-
loved carols are included. 
The Dickens theme is based on a great ar-
rangement of Thatõs What Iõd Like For 
Christmas from the musical Pickwick, and 
the theme will continue with an entertaining 
Dickens-based reading or playlet. 
RMDS Christmas concerts are always popu-
lar and, for the first time, admission to each 
concert is by ticket only, available from Carr 
& Neave, 11 Christchurch Road, Ringwood. 
See the Whatõs On listing for dates and ven-
ues. 
 
**************************************** 
IF itõs Christmas it must be panto time, and 
LADS (Luca Amateur Dramatics Society) 
will be presenting Little Red Riding Hood at 
Upton Community Centre from December 
17-20. 
Although there have been pantos at Upton 
for many years, this year the group is under 
a new management structure that has re-
sulted in a new name and cast members 
forming a steering committee to enable the 
production to take place.  
 

Some of the cast not only have acting roles 
but have been involved with set design, 
building, painting, music, costumes and 
make-up, making the pantomime a real 
community effort that will hopefully raise 
much-needed funds for the Lytchett and 
Upton Community Association who run 
and maintain the Community Centre. 
 
**************************************** 
UNISON Theatrical Choir ventures into 
new territory this year when it presents its 
first-ever pantomime, Aladdin, a truly tradi-
tional family show that will be held at West 
Moors Village Hall on December 19 & 20. 
Magic tricks from Abanazar, a tap-dancing 
camel and the most beautiful dame ever 
seen (!) are among the goodies that promise 
to bring a true touch of Christmas to West 
Moors  - and all before December 25! 
 
**************************************** 
THE Metropolitan Opera season continues 
at the Regent Centre on December 20, with 
Massenetõs Thais broadcast live from New 
York and transmitted in High Definition 
video with full surround sound. 
Massenetõs sensual opera is presented in a 
new production by John Cox. Renee Flem-
ing stars as the Egyptian courtesan in search 
of spiritual sustenance. Thomas Hampson is 
the monk who falls from grace, and Michael 
Schade also stars. 
Tickets are £24, concessions £19, available 
from the Regent Centre box office on 
01202 499199. 
 
**************************************** 
 
  

 
PREVIEWS 



 

 9 

PROFILE OF THE LYMINGTON PLAYERS 
 

THE Lymington Players was founded in 1926 when, on a rainy Spring afternoon, a group 
of young people met at Swiss Cottage - then the home of Miss Mimosa Watson - in the 
Lower Buckland Road, to read a play. So enthusiastic were they that there and then they 
decided to form an amateur dramatic group and the Lymington Players were born. 
 
Their first play, A A Milneõs Make Believe, enjoyed a two-day run in July 1926 at the old 
Parish Hall. Each performance played to packed houses and enthusiastic audiences. With a 
cast of about thirty, the audiences, it seems, were made up largely of relatives and friends. 
News of the Lymington Players quickly spread and soon the company was playing to much 
wider audiences. From 1926 until the outbreak of war in 1939 some forty-five plays were 
performed on a stage with a definite slope towards the audience, and the front row some-
times received a surprise in the form of a run-away prop!  
 
Early in 1946 members, some of whom had by this time returned home from the Services, 
met to discuss the Playersõ future and all were determined to recommence productions as 
soon as possible. Despite the immediate post-war difficulties occasioned by shortages of 
goods and services, the Players put on at least one play every year until 1949, when the 50th 
production, The Truth About Blaydes, was staged in November. Productions of a wide 
variety of plays continued at the Parish Hall and included Ladies in Retirement (1955), 
Quiet Wedding (1957), Pygmalion (1960) and Arms and the Man (1963). Meanwhile, at the 
Lymington Community Centre a new group, The Centre Players, was making a name for 
itself by staging Shakespeare. In 1965 the two groups decided to unite and The Lymington 
Players found a new home in the Malt Hall Theatre. 
 
The Malt Hall is a proper little theatre with a raked auditorium. The space is shared with the 
Centre cinema. The stage is tiny, and the back-stage accommodation is small, but there is a 
tremendous advantage in being able to use the stage for rehearsals. The space above the 
auditorium houses a wonderful collection of costumes, some authentically ôperiodõ. A work-
shop for building and storing scenery is also available in the Centreõs basement. 
 
Today, in its 82nd year, the Lymington Players still performs three plays a year  - in  Febru-
ary, April and November ð aiming at a varied season of comedy and drama, and including 
plays with a serious topical theme. A number of social events throughout the year are also 
organised, including lively monthly Club Nights, and theatre visits. A weekly play-reading 
group meets in term-time, also at the Centre. 
 
With an excellent reputation, the Lymington Players welcomes new members of all ages 
and continues to entertain the people of Lymington and surrounding areas. More details 
can be found at www.lymingtonplayers.co.uk 
 
IF you would like your society profiled here please send a short (400 words) synop-
sis  to sceneone@talktalk.net and we will use it when space allows. 
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NEWS FROM POOLE & PARK-
STONE PRODUCTIONS 

 
POOLE and Parkstone Productions, fresh 
from their Autumn Concert, Music of the 
Knights, are well under way with their 90th 
Anniversary programme for 2009. 
The company is delighted to announce that 
it will be performing Oliver! In May. This 
show will involve all three areas of P&P ð 
the Players, Singers and Musical Theatre 
Society. 
Audition dates will be published shortly, 
and the company hopes to find budding 
Olivers and Artful Dodgers from local 
schools and drama schools. Watch the local 
press, including of course this magazine, for 
details of auditions.  
 
 

A new addition to the 2009 programme is 
an evening of entertainment from the Play-
ers and Singers. This will be a most interest-
ing combination of music and theatre in an 
atmospheric venue which promises to be an 
evening to remember. 
Also, the Singersõ summer concert has 
transferred to the Layard Theatre at Can-
ford School. This is a delightful venue with 
excellent acoustics and comfortable in-the-
round seating.  
 
**************************************** 

BOOK REVIEW 
 

THE Stage Struck Me is a recently-
published autobiography by actor/writer 
Neville Phillips, and is a fascinating and 
sometimes poignant account of times, 
places and people that played such an im-
portant part in a young aspiring actorõs life. 
Neville Phillips was stage-struck from early 
childhood in South Africa, and after his 
teenage hormones led him to join the South 
African Army in pursuit of his then lover, 
he was eventually transferred to the Enter-
tainment Unit where he spent four years 
doing shows for the Allied troops in North 
Africa and Italy. De-mob found him in 
London, where he occasionally performed 
in, but mainly wrote, revues, pantomimes, 
cabaret and a musical. 
The too-frequent mis-spelling of well-
known names - Gielgud is one he has a 
particular problem with ð rather irritated 
me, as did his constant references to his 
sexuality, but for anyone interested in thea-
tre this is a fascinating and eminently read-
able book that gives a fascinating insight 
into the London Theatre scene from the 
late 40s to the 60s 
 
Published by Troubador, price £19.99. 
ISBN: 978-1906510-435.    

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
TAKING PART IN A FILM? 

 
A feature length low budget 
movie, On Common Ground, 
is to be made during 2009, and 
several actors and actresses 
are still required. Performers’ 
expenses will be covered, all 
will receive a free DVD of the 
finished product, and if there 
is any profit once the initial 
outlay has been recouped then 
this will be shared among 
those involved. If you are in-
terested see the website 
www.ar t i f ic ia lowl .co.uk/
productions  
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BROWNSEA OPEN AIR THEATRE 
 
 
BACK in September Brownsea Open Air Theatre held its annual Presentation Evening at 
Upton House, Poole. Those present included Emma Stokes, Visitor Services Manager, rep-
resenting Dr Angela Cott, Brownsea Island Property Manager; Chris Thain, Brownsea Is-
land Dorset Wildlife Trust; representatives of organisations associated with Brownsea Is-
land, and the cast and crew of the 2008 production of The Merchant of Venice. 
 
Despite the dreadful weather this summer, which played havoc with many other outdoor 
events, BOAT played all nine performances to packed houses and was delighted by the 
enthusiastic response to this challenging play. Comments received by the cast and commit-
tee indicated that director Denise Mallenderõs efforts to highlight the humour as well as the 
darker side of human nature, added to the enjoyment of those who saw the production. 
 
The result of another sell-out season was that the committee was able to make substantial 
donations to the National Trust (bringing the total figure to more than £130,000), the Dor-
set Wildlife Trust and, in recognition of their efforts, to St John Ambulance. Every year 
they are in attendance at performances and BOAT is extremely grateful to them. 
 
The Presentation Evening not only celebrated the success of the past summerõs production 
but also looked forward to the 2009 season, the 46th. Preparations are already in hand for 
Hamlet, which opens on July 22 and runs until August 7.  
 
Director Jo Puttick is an experienced Brownsea director and has spent many years planning 
this, the first production on the island of one of Shakespeareõs most powerful plays. He is 
looking for new talent in both the acting and technical areas of the production. 
 
Open auditions for cast and crew will be held at the Quality Hotel, Gervis Road, Bourne-
mouth, at 7.15pm on Tuesday January 6 and Wednesday January 7. Audition pieces are 
available from the Production Manager on 0776 590 7857, by e-mail to audition@brownsea
-theatre.co.uk or via the website, www.brownsea-theatre.co.uk  
 

SHAKESPEAREAN KNOCK-KNOCK JOKES 
(well, it is Christmas) 

 
Whoõs there? Mandy. Mandy who? Man delights not me; no, nor woman neither. 
 
Whoõs there? Moron. Moron who? More honoured in the breach than the observance. 
 
Whoõs there? ôTis one. ôTis one what? ôTis one thing to be tempted, Escalus, another thing 
to fall. 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE? 

1. In the pantomime Aladdin, who, in disguise, offers new lamps for old? 
 
2. Who was the deceased business partner of Ebenezer Scrooge in A Christ-
mas Carol?  
 
3. In The Nutcracker, who presents Clara with a toy nutcracker in the shape 
of a soldier? 
 
4. Who wrote the play Seasonõs Greetings? 
 
5. Who wrote the music and lyrics of the song Iõm Dreaming Of A White 
Christmas, and what was his real first name? 
 
6. In which musical would you find the song Thatõs What Iõd Like For 
Christmas? 
 
7. Which actress had a 1963 hit with All I Want For Christmas Is A Beatle? 
 
8. In which current West End show is there a character called Christmas 
Eve? 
 
9. Which musical features the song A New Deal For Christmas? 
 
10. What is the name of the fairy in the pantomime Dick Whittington? 
 
Apologies for last monthõs error in the quiz ð the current director of the National Theatre is of course 
Nicholas Hytner, not Trevor Nunn, and our compiler will NOT be receiving a visit from Santa this year! 

 

ANSWERS 

1.Abanazer  2.Jacob Marley  3.Herr Drosselmeyer  4.Alan Ayckbourn  5.Irving Berlin, 
Israel  6.Pickwick  7.Dora Bryan  8.Avenue Q  9.Annie  10. Fairy Bow Bells 
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 A F Z O R E T N U O C N E F E I R B W A 

L E B R F C J P N W L A V Z U K H A C T 

J O L B I T T E R S W E E T A X B E A L 

T H I S H A P P Y B R E E D G R O V V I 

M R T K E L L I R D A U Q W I F R I A N 

B L H Y R E W O U N C R W A C S I T L E 

A M E A S Y V I R T U E R L W A C B C N 

P O S E Q U T D F S V O U T A M N Z A T 

R S P A S E U M H X Z B I O L W A C D E 

T A I C E P Y R S V S A D F H U O C E D 

M P R I V A R R E V E F Y A H G I W P S 

W A I T I N G I N T H E W I N G S G U B 

F R T O L E A D R A P J F H I Z T Y F A 

M O E T E N B Z P F E R O M O N H G I S 

C H E M T I S E U L A V E V I T A L E R 

R V S P A W Q U L U L R E T F A K O O L 

O T H E V O R T E X P S O D A N M L B R 

F A L C I M N U D E W I T H V I O L I N 

E A L P R E S E N T L A U G H T E R T O 

G L A B P O I T S L E G N A N E L L A F 

 NOEL COWARD WORD SEARCH 
 

 
 
This Happy Breed; Sigh No More; Ace of Clubs; Waiting in the Wings; Private 
Lives; Cavalcade; Easy Virtue; The Vortex; Present Laughter; Look After Lulu; 
Blithe Spirit; Brief Encounter; Relative Values; Nude With Violin; Hay Fever; Qua-
drille; Bitter Sweet; Fallen Angels. 
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THE Team at CPS would like to congratulate Linda on the very successful first 
year of Scene One Magazine 
 
 

Circulation has more than doubled in the last year and Scene One and CPS warmly 
welcome new readers from as far afield as Salisbury and Southampton. 
 
 

CPS are proud to Sponsor Scene One magazine and are enthusiastic supporters of 
the amateur dramatic societies locally who help keep theatre diverse and engaging 
throughout the South of England. 
 
 

Chris Caton, Live Events Director at CPS, said ôIt has been a pleasure working 
with so many companies on such an exciting variety of productionsõ 
 
 
Over the last 12 years since formation in 1996 by Richard Colegate and Chris 

Caton, CPS have supported and supplied equipment, technicians, ideas and advice 
to hundreds of organisations and theatre companies 
 
 

During those 12 years, CPS have gone from strength to strength, and the team 
now comprises 11 highly skilled staff currently overseeing a variety of services and 
projects. Their combined wealth of knowledge has brought quality and experience 
to an enormous number of shows and events, and the whole team are looking for-
ward to many more years of being at the forefront of Theatre and live events in the 
South. 
 
 

There is some information about the range of services that CPS offer on the next 
page.  Please call us if we can help with your Show. 
 

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR SPONSORS 
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CPS Group – Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 
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