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EDITORIAL  
 

THE Arts Institute at Bournemouth is surely one of the areaõs hidden 
gems.  Some of its courses lead to BA Honours Degrees in the Arts, 
Design and Media, and I have recently been privileged to witness a 
stunning production of Mary Barton by the third year BA (Hons) Act-
ing students that was further enhanced by wonderful costumes made 
by students in the Costume Department. These young people will 
soon be moving out into the world of professional theatre, but over the 
next few months there will be several chances to see some more of 
their work, most, but not all, at the Arts Institute itself ð the next, in 
February, is listed on the Whatõs Happening page. Tickets are free of 
charge, although as seating is limited it is advisable to book in ad-
vance. If you make one New Year resolution, promise yourself a visit 
to one of their shows. I promise you wonõt regret it. 
  

Linda Kirkman 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Music Hall : Ringwood Musical & Dra-
matic Society, Meeting House, Ringwood ð 
January 7-10 at 8pm. Tickets £7.50. Box 
office: 01425 474972 or in person from 
Meeting House (10am-12noon weekdays) 
 
Aladdin: Knollsea Productions, Mowlem 
Theatre, SwanageñJanuary 7-10 at 7.30pm, 
mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £7 adults, £6 
OAPs/students, £5 children. Box office: 
01929 422239 
 
Cinderella: All Saints Dramatic Society, De 
La Salle Theatre, Southbourne ð January 9 
at 7.30pm, 10 at 2.30pm & 7.30pm, 11 at 
2.30pm, 15 at 7.30pm, 16 at 7.30pm, 17 at 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. Tickets £10 adults, 
£8.50 OAPs, £5 children. Box office: 01202 
568545 
 
The Zoo Story: Jilted Swan Productions, 
Royal Manor Theatre, Portland ð January 16 
at 8pm. Tickets £7. Box office: 01305 
860792; Winchester Pub, Poole Road, 
Bournemouth ð January 18 at 8.30pm; Tho-
mas Tripp Late and Live, Bargates, Christ-
church ð January 19 at 8.30pm; Rubyz, 
Kitty Court, West Hill Road, Bournemouth 
ð January 20 at 8.30pm. Tickets £5 if 
booked in advance from 07817 704608 (not 
for Portland) 
 
Aladdin: RAODS, Plaza Theatre, Romsey ð 
January 16-31, various times. Box office: 
01794 512987 
 
Sleeping Beauty: Highcliffe Charity Play-
ers, Regent Centre, Christchurch ð January 
24-31 (ex 28), various times. Tickets from 
£8.50. Box office: 01202 499199 
 

Cinderella: Verwood Pantomime Society, 
The Hub, Verwood ð Jan 24, 28, 29, 30 & 
31, various times. Tickets £7, concs. £5. 
Box office: 01202 828740 
 
Cinderella: Ferndown Drama Group, Bar-
rington Theatre, Ferndown ð January 28 at 
6.30pm, 29 & 30 at 7.30pm, 31 at 2pm & 
7.30pm. Tickets £8 adults, £6 children. Box 
office: 01202 894858 
 
Robin Hood & The Babes in the Wood: 
Sway Drama Club, Village Hall, Sway ð 
January 28-31 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. 
Box office: 01590 683683 
 
Fiddler on the Roof: Southampton Oper-
atic Society, Nuffield Theatre, Southampton 
ð February 3-7 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £12. Box office: 023 8067 
1771 
 
She Loves Me: Bournemouth Little Thea-
tre Club, Jameson Road, Winton ð February 
9-14 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50, concs. avail-
able, members £4. Box office: 01202 
417484 (8-9pm) 
 
Jamaica Inn:  Regent Centre, Christchurch 
ð February 11-14 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £11, concs. £9. Box office: 
01202 499199 
 
Vital Signs/Summer: BA Acting Students 
at Arts Institute at Bournemouth, Studio 
Theatre, Arts Institute at Bournemouth ð 
February 12 & 13 at 7.30pm, 14 at 2.30pm 
& 7.30pm. Tickets free. Box office: 01202 
363324 
 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  
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NOISES OFF 

CADArts is inviting groups of performers 
(not individuals) to compete in the Per-
forming Arts Competition that will take 
place at the Regent Centre, Christchurch, on 
4 May 2009. 
The categories are Instrumental Music, 
Singing, Dance and Drama, and there will 
be two classes in each category: Open Class 
for groups of 2 or more, all ages; Youth 
Class for groups of 2 or more, age 16 and 
under. 
The winners of each class of category will 
perform at the Grand Final, at which the 
panel of judges will award a framed certifi-
cate and a trophy to the overall winner of 
each category. 
Heats will take place in the daytime and the 
Grand Final will be held the same evening. 
For further information contact the Festival 
Director on 01202 483519 or e-mail 
cadarts@cadarts.com 
****************************************  
AWARD-winning amateur theatre company 
Poole &  Parkstone Productions would like 
to invite boys and girls (who will be dressing 
up as boys) to audition for their May pro-
duction of Oliver! 
This represents a unique opportunity to 
learn and perform with an established thea-
tre company in the very professional envi-
ronment offered by the Lighthouse Theatre. 
The childrenõs auditions will be held on 
January 18th from 2pm-6pm at Lighthouse. 
Singing and dancing will be required, and 
natural talent is  as welcome as experienced 
performers. Equally important will be com-
mitment to work hard to achieve the stan-
dard required. 
For more details please call Clare Al-
banozzo on 01202 739358 or Joanna Legg 
on 01202 856108, closing date January 10. 
 

BOURNEMOUTH Pier Theatre will be 
available for rent during January and Febru-
ary at the very reasonable rate of £150 per 
day. For details of availability call Ian 
Goode on 01202 306126 or at 
igoode@thebournemouthpier.com 
 
****************************************  
ARENA Theatre has announced its 2009 
season, which will take place at the Regent 
Centre Studio, Christchurch. 
The four plays are: 
May 26-28: Rhinoceros (Eugene Ionesco) 
Aug 25-27: Art (Yasmine Reza) 
Sep 01-03: Ladiesõ Day (Amanda Whitting-
ton) 
Nov 24-26: The Rivals (Richard Sheridan) 
Tickets will cost £7.50 or there is a multibuy 
option whereby purchase of a ticket for any 
three of the four shows is £19.50, a saving 
of £3. They are available from 
arena.theatre@yahoo.co.uk 
Auditions for the first play, Rhinoceros, will 
be held in January. There is a read-through 
on Tuesday January 13 and auditions on the 
following two Tuesdays.  
Rhinoceros is a classic of the Theatre of the 
Absurd with the hero, Berenger, facing up 
to everyone in his town suffering from 
ôrhinoceritisõ and turning into, well, rhinoc-
eroses. It is a gloriously physical, funny and 
surreal tale touching on themes of humanity 
and individuality, all to a soundtrack of 
crashing hooves and melodious pachy-
derms.  
The play requires between 10 and 14 actors 
of both sexes, roughly aged between 20 and 
50. 
Anyone interested should contact Arena at 
the above e-mail address or call director 
Gareth Richards on 07890 264 672.  
****************************************  
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PREVIEWS 

RINGWOOD Musical & Dramatic Society 
gets the new year off to a bright start with 
an Old Time Music Hall at the Meeting 
House, Ringwood., so if you fancy going 
along to sing along to the likes of Nobody 
Loves A Fairy When Sheõs 40...     
 
****************************************  
ALL Saints Dramatic Society invites you to 
a ball that is not to be missed when they 
perform Cinderella at the De La Salle Thea-
tre, Southbourne, from January 9-17. 
Probably the most famous and best-loved 
of all pantomime stories, this version is by 
John Morley, described in the Observer 
newspaper as ôthe pantomime kingõ. This 
script has been performed in top venues 
including the London Palladium, so it has 
been well prepared for All Saints and the 
De La Salle. 
Itõs a traditional pantomime with all those 
marvellous characters, plus great music, 
slapstick, romance and fun for all ages. 
The production team is Douglas Eyre 
(director), Alastair Hume (musical director) 
a n d  C l a i r e  C a m b l e- H u t c h i n s 
(choreographer), and the cast includes Ra-
chel Mackrell (Cinderella), Katy Jackson 
(Prince Charming), Rob Arrowsmith 
(Buttons), Mark Andrews (Maxi Mum), 
Tony Edwards (Mini Mum), Jenni French 
(Fairy Godmother), Sue Josey (Dandini), 
John Sivewright (Baron), Lesley Lock 
(Baroness), Mark Richards (Major Domo) 
and Liam Kelly (Town Crier). 
 
****************************************  
 
 
 

JILTED Swan Productions is a new com-
pany set up by Justin Sellick (The Merchant 
of Venice) and Darren Matthews (Crimes 
That Shook The World). Both have worked 
under a multitude of directors and produc-
ers over the years, and having learned from 
the good, the bad and the downright cha-
otic, the plan for Jilted Swanõs performances 
is that the writing, acting and directing will 
be kept to the fore. 
The predominantly two-handed plays they 
present will be simple, tight and portable, 
with minimal settings, allowing the drama 
itself to shine through. Jilted Swan hope to 
produce intimate evenings which will make 
its audiences laugh, cry and continue to 
think about long after the lights have 
dimmed. 
Their first production, which takes place at 
various local venues from January 16-20, is 
Edward Albeeõs The Zoo Story. Peter is 
sitting on a bench in Central Park. He has a 
wife, two daughters and two parakeets and 
once in a while he sits on his own in the 
park, solitary with his book and his 
thoughts. Along comes Jerry. Jerry has been 
to the zoo and the last thing he wants is to 
be solitary, so he makes a determined effort 
to draw Peter into conversation. He suc-
ceeds, and draws from an unwilling Peter 
information about his wife, his daughters, 
his parakeets. In return, Jerry supplies Peter 
with a curious medley of information about 
his wanderings around New York and his 
life. The outcome of the meetingé 
 
****************************************  
PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING FOR SHOWS YOU 
HAVE READ ABOUT HERE.  
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PREVIEWS 

THE Metropolitan Opera Season at the 
Regent Centre, Christchurch, continues on 
January 10 at 6pm with Pucciniõs La 
Rondine. It is broadcast live from the Op-
era House and transmitted in High Defini-
tion video with full surround sound.  
Angela Gheorghiu and Roberto Alagna 
provide the star power to deliver this rav-
ishing romance from the worldõs most 
popular opera composer. Gheorghiu plays 
the kept woman who gambles on true love, 
and Alagna is the man who makes her ques-
tion the cost of her glittering existence. 
Nicolas Joel directs the new production of 
this gorgeously melodic look at love. 
Tickets, price £24 (£19 concessions) are 
available from the box office on 01202 
499199. 
 
****************************************  
RAODS (Romsey Amateur Operatic & 
Dramatic Society) will be back at the Plaza 
Theatre from January 16-31 with Peter 
Denyerõs Aladdin, a pantomime full of 
laughs, thrills and songs for all the family. 
The story combines mystery and magic with 
slapstick fun as Aladdin makes his journey 
from poverty-stricken laundry boy to 
wealthy suitor of the Emperorõs daughter, 
Princess So-Shi. Along the way audiences 
will meet Aladdinõs mother, the colourful 
Widow Twankey, his loveable idiot of a 
brother, Wishee Washee, a pair of hopeless 
bunglers, Ping and Pong, and the evil vil-
lainous magician, Abanazer. 
 
****************************************  
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THE  award-winning Highcliffe Charity 
Players return to the Regent Centre, Christ-
church, with their eagerly awaited annual 
pantomime, the traditional favourite, Sleep-
ing Beauty.  It will run for nine perform-
ances ð including three matinees ð from 
Saturday 24 to Saturday 31 January 2009 
(with no performance on Wed 28).  And 
returning is the popular ôTuesday Teatime 
Showõ, offering the unique opportunity to 
meet Sleeping Beauty and the cast after the 
show. As usual, profits from the panto will 
be donated to local charities. 
 
Stephen Duckhamõs clever script brings 
adventure, comedy and romance, (plus, of 
course, audience participation) to this well-
loved story.  It is Princess Auroraõs christen-
ing and the fairy Carabosse is furious be-
cause she has inadvertently been left off the 
guest list. She vents her anger by prophesy-
ing that, on her 18th birthday, Aurora will 
prick her finger on a spinning wheel and 
die.  When the prophesy comes to pass, the 
Fairy Queen uses her powers to stop 
Aurora coming to harm by putting the 
whole court into a deep sleep for 100 years.  
Can true love ð and the kiss of a charming 
Prince ð awaken Aurora from her slumbers?  
And can outrageous Nanny Nora and 
Barney the Jester, together with King Sep-
timus and Queen Sybil, destroy the evil 
Carabosse once and for all?   
 
Says director Jo Mansfield: òThe Players are 
renowned for presenting traditional panto at 
its finest and funniest.  As always, we have 
fabulous costumes, great songs, fairytale 
magic, hilarious comedy routines and, of 
course, a happy ending to ensure that this 

perennially popular panto has something for 
everyoneó.  
 
Princess Aurora, the Sleeping Beauty, is 
played by 16-year old April Doyle in her 
first principal role and Dale Waterworth is 
her handsome suitor, Prince Michael.  Jen-
nifer Balfe plays the wicked fairy Carabosse 
ð her first lead role with the Players.  And 
this year, HCP introduces a new panto 
Dame ð Richard Facer ð who stands almost 
seven feet tall in his high-heeled shoes, wigs 
and hats, as Nanny Nora.  Other characters 
include long-time favourites in the roles of 
Barney the Jester (Pete Whitaker), the Fairy 
Queen (Georgina Smith) and King Sep-
timus and Queen Sybil, played by real life 
husband and wife Max White and Michele 
Moulin White. The Lord Chamberlain is 
played by David Gillard (who recently re-
ceived an MBE from the Queen for 
ôServices to journalism and to charityõ). 
Choreography is by Kamya Rawstron Brake 
(making her debut with the Company) and 
the Musical Director is, once again, Ian 
Carter. 
 
HCP Chairman Tracey Challen comments: 
òThis is our 36th annual panto and our 23rd 
at the Regent Centre.  We have won many 
awards and raised tens of thousands of 
pounds for local and national charities but 
each year brings new challenges, new faces 
and fresh expectations.  We very much 
hope that audiences will agree that this 
yearõs production finds the Company at its 
very best.ó 
 

 
PREVIEWS 
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THE EVIL CARABOSSE (JENNIFER BALFE) THREATENS 
PRINCESS AURORA (APRIL DOYLE) IN HIGHCLIFFE CHAR-
ITY PLAYERSõ SLEEPING BEAUTY  
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PREVIEWS 

VERWOOD Pantomime Society celebrates 
its 25th anniversary with a production of 
Alan P Fraynõs Cinderella, which takes place 
at The Hub from January 24-31. 
 
****************************************  
CINDERELLA is also the choice of Fern-
down Drama Group, whose production of 
Norman Robbinsõ version of the classic 
story will be at the Barrington Theatre, 
Ferndown, from January 28-31. 
Nigel King directs, and his cast is Kimber-
ley Scott & Emma Radwanski (Cinderella), 
Richard Coleman (Buttons), Anastasia Mar-
shall (Prince Charming), Katie Warren 
(Dandini), Dave Oakley (Asphyxia), Lee 
Neal (Euthanasia), Mike Hutchings (Baron 
Hardup), Micki Bennett (Baroness Hardup), 
Gill Greaves (Fairy Godmother), Keith 
Griffin (Hammer) and Sam Mellows 
(Tongs). 
 
****************************************  
SWAY Drama Club will be presenting their 
annual pantomime at the Village Hall from 
January 28-31. 
Robin Hood and the Babes in the Wood 
has been written by company member Ber-
nard Dunleavy, and he will also be directing 
the production, which promises to be a 
traditional family show. 
The cast includes Penelope Wright (Robin 
Hood), Polly Ashness (Maid Marion), 
Laraine Dunleavy (Nurse Goodbody), John 
Petroff (Sheriff of Nottingham), Ian Dupoy 
(Friar Tuck), Mark Ward (Little 
John/õAnging ôArry) and David Levesley 
(Will Scarlett). 
 
****************************************  

LOOKING ahead to February, Southamp-
ton Operatic Society take to the stage of the 
Nuffield Theatre from 3-7 with Fiddler on 
the Roof, a show packed with memorable 
tunes such as If I Were A Rich Man, Sun-
rise Sunset and Matchmaker. It tells the 
story of a poor Jewish family, headed by 
Tevye, the milkman, in Tsarist Russia as 
their old traditions begin to crumble around 
them and their world changes forever. 
 
****************************************  
BACK in the 1960s Bournemouth Little 
Theatre Club often included musicals in 
their season, but that tradition rather fell by 
the wayside ð until now, that is. 
The Clubõs February production, directed 
by Eileen Rawlings and at Jameson Road 
from 9-14, will be the romantic musical She 
Loves Me ð and the Saturday evening per-
formance will be a Valentineõs Night Spe-
cial, with champagne and roses.  
The show is the fifth adaptation of Hungar-
ian playwright Miklos Laszloõs Parfumerie, 
the others including the 1940 James Stewart 
film The Shop Around the Corner, the 1949  
Judy Garland film In the Good Old Sum-
mertime and the 1998 Tom Hanks/Meg 
Ryan film Youõve Got Mail. 
She Loves Me was first performed on 
Broadway in 1963 and revived in the 1990s, 
playing at Londonõs Savoy Theatre in 1994 
with a cast headed by John Gordon Sinclair 
and Ruthie Henshall.   
The score includes the title song, which has 
long been a classic, the manic Twelve Days 
To Christmas and the delightful Vanilla Ice 
Cream. 
 
***************************************  
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BROCKENHURST  Village Hall has announced that its new stage will open on 
January 10th 2009. The opening will comprise an official ceremony followed by a 
Variety Concert presented by the many individuals, groups and societies that have 
contributed to the project. 
 
Only six months ago the stage project looked in doubt when the Hall had only the 
shell of the stage and the news of an unsuccessful Arts Council grant application.  
Lack of funding, however, proved no obstacle to the Hall Committee, which em-
barked on a modified scheme aimed at obtaining the best possible value from the 
available funds and donations, while retaining the flexibility to further upgrade fa-
cilities in the future. The result has been a quality modern stage, with dressing 
rooms, for the use of the community with the ability to quickly add or upgrade 
lighting and sound equipment for more demanding professional needs.  
 
The opening of the stage is part of an ongoing improvement programme to the 25 
year old hall which is well used for community activities for all ages. The Chairman 
of the Hall Committee, Mrs Janet Silver, explained the thinking behind the open-
ing: "We wanted to use the event not only to celebrate the stage completion but to 
demonstrate some of the many ways in which the hall can be used. There are many 
arts and drama groups who would relish the opportunity to perform on such a 
modern and well equipped stage. We want to actively encourage local people to use 
the new facility to further their ambitions and aspirations, enriching the diversity of 
community groups that already use the Village Hall. It is such facilities that make a 
village tick and we want to provide them at a price that the community can afford.ó 
 
A particular advantage of the Brockenhurst Village Hall is the ideal location with 
ample parking and only 5 minutesõ walk from Brockenhurst mainline station.  
Find more details of the stage and other facilit ies at  
www.brockenhurstvillagehall.info or by calling Village Hall administrator Nicky on 
01590 622580. 
 
The principal contractors have been Bournemouth technical theatre suppliers CPS, 
and Orchards Electrical Services of Brockenhurst. Other works have been under-
taken by members of the community, staff and directors of the Hall.  

 
A NEW STAGE FOR BROCKENHURST VILLAGE HALL  

http://www.brockenhurstvillagehall.info
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

1. Which Northern town was the setting for Shelagh Delaneyõs play A Taste 
of Honey? 
 
2. In a theatre, what is a ghost light? 
 
3. In the musical 42nd Street, where does Peggy Sawyer come from? 
 
4. Which Gilbert and Sullivan character has ôgot a little listõ? 
 
5. What is the name of the country justice in Shakespeareõs The Merry 
Wives of Windsor? 
 
6. In the musical Jekyll and Hyde, the prostitute Lucy is killed by Hyde. 
Why? 
 
7. What, on a stage, is a Cut-Out? 
 
8. In Tennessee Williamsõ The Glass Menagerie, where does Tom Wingfield 
work? 
 
9. What is the name of the Thenardiersõ daughter in Les Miserables? 
 
10. The song Seventy-Six Trombones comes from which musical?   
 

 

ANSWERS 

1. Salford;  2. A light that is left on after the theatre has closed for the night;  3. Allen-
town, Pennsylvania;  4. Ko -Ko in The Mikado;  5. Shallow;  6. Because of her love for 
Jekyll;  7. A free-standing piece of scenery cut into shape;  8. A shoe factory;  9. Eponine;  
10. The Music Man 



 

 13 

IN the Bournemouth area there are over 50 amateur theatre groups. All perform to 
the public and most donate part of their profit to charity. 
 
However, in recent years it has become increasingly difficult for these societies to 
make any profit at all, largely due to the high costs involved in putting on a produc-
tion: performance rights, costume and venue hire etc., and more than one group 
has, over the past year or so,  had to abandon a show when the potential loss was 
too great. 
 
Without some solution to the rising costs it is likely that the situation would only 
worsen, especially in the current financial climate, but Neil Winkley, Chairman of 
Bournemouth Gilbert and Sullivan Operatic Society, has taken a positive step to-
wards reversing the trend.  
 
Taking the view that there is a lot that the local musical and dramatic societies can 
do to help each other maximise potential and cut costs, he has just held a meeting 
of half a dozen of the bigger groups ð Bournemouth G&S, BBLOC, Poole and 
Parkstone Productions, Ringwood Musical & Dramatic Society, Bournemouth Lit-
tle Theatre Club and Brownsea Open Air Theatre ð with the idea of sharing 
thoughts and ideas about ways of establishing a united approach in dealing with 
distribution of information, dates of shows and production costs. 
 
For example, invariably there are weeks when as many as six or seven different 
productions are happening, and this often occurs because societies simply do not 
realise than anyone else has a show arranged for the same dates. All those groups 
will see a drop in audience numbers, yet by sharing proposed plans with each other 
the clashes could, in all probability, be avoided. 
 
Those companies attending the meeting were in agreement that it had been worth-
while and should be held on a regular basis, but all felt that more societies should 
be encouraged to take part. 
 
The next meeting will be held at Lighthouse on February 21, and any local musical 
or dramatic society is welcome to send along a couple of representatives. Please 
contact us here at Scene one via sceneone@talktalk.net or e-mail Neil Winkley at 
neil.winkley@parkegate.co.uk to find out more.  
 

TAKING THE INITIATIVE  
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STOP PRESS 

OVER in Swanage Knollsea Productions 
are putting the final touches to their annual 
family pantomime, which this year is Alad-
din. 
Fatima Twankey (Mike Hill) is a poor 
widow and not exactly ôtop tottyõ, but that 
doesnõt stop her reaching for the stars. She 
sets her sights on the Sultan of Agradoo 
(Nick Clarke), and her son,  Aladdin 
(Stewart Jones), just happens to be in love 
with the Sultanõs daughter, Princess Maria 
(Victoria Jones). Long-lost Uncle Abanazar 
(Brian Travers) turns up and gives them 
hope of great riches, but he is an out-and-
out villain of the worst kind, and will stop at 
nothing until he has his hands on a special 
magic lamp. 
Will Aladdin stop him in time? Is Ghengis, 
Abanazarõs hapless assistant (John Atwood), 
more of a hindrance than a help? Will 
Fatima get her man? Are the jokes side-
splittingly funny or are they so old they are 
growing whiskers? Youõll just have to go 
along and find outé 
 
****************************************  
POULNER Players have announced that 
their half-term pantomime will be Robin 
Hood, to take place at Poulner Church Hall, 
Ringwood, from February 18-21 at 7.30pm, 
with matinees on Thursday and Saturday at 
2.30pm. 
Tickets for evening performances are £8 
(adults) & £6 (children 14 and under) and 
for matinees £7 adults (adults) & £5 
(children 14 and under). Box office from 
January 26 at Ringwood Fabrics, High 
Street, Ringwood, or by phone at 01425 
479874 between 5 & 7 pm. 
****************************************  

THE much acclaimed and highly respected 
ImpAct Theatre Company will be making a 
welcome return to the local theatrical scene 
in March when, once again, it will be staging 
one of its popular touring productions, 
playing at venues in Lytchett Matravers, 
Broadstone, West Moors, Christchurch and 
Verwood. 
This is the company that in the past has 
brought to the local stage outstanding pro-
ductions of Oleanna, The Glass Menagerie, 
My Mother Saidé, Brimstone and Treacle, 
Death and the Maiden, õnight Mother and, 
most recently, Bazaar and Rummage. 
Sticking to its original ethos of undertaking 
plays that most amateur companies would 
be unlikely to tackle, it will be presenting 
Frank McGuinnessõs inspirationally imagi-
native Someone Whoõll Watch Over Me. 
Cast from some of the areaõs most experi-
enced and talented performers and in the 
skilful and secure hands of director Patricia 
Richardson, this chilling, moving, uplifting 
and at times extremely funny play promises 
an evening of riveting theatre. 
More details, including dates, venues and 
ticket information, in next monthõs Scene 
One. 
 
****************************************  
CHRISTCHURCH U3A (University of 
the Third Age) is part of a worldwide initia-
tive created to meet the needs of the over 
50s.  
Last August it started a new group, Plat-
form Performances, and the inaugural pub-
lic performance will be Dylan Thomasõ Un-
der Milk Wood, to be held at the Regent 
Centre Studio in March. Watch this space 
next month for more details! 
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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