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EDITORIAL  
THIS is a worrying time for us all, with everyone tightening their belts 
and long-established businesses going to the wall. Where this leaves 
the theatre we have yet to discover, although early signs suggest that 
people are reluctant to spend money on anything but the tried and 
tested. However, we all need to escape from reality from time to time, 
so perhaps the situation wonõt be as bad as we fear. Certainly many 
local theatre groups will be hoping for plentiful ticket sales to offset 
the huge costs that they incur these days to get a show onto the stage. 
But letõs look on the bright side of life: I have a couple of primroses 
out in my garden, the snowdrops and daffodils are almost ready to 
burst forth and, as I write, the weather is several degrees warmer than 
it has been of late, so Spring is only just around the corner and the 
long, dark days of Winter are almost behind us. Itõs time to come out 
of hibernation!    
  
                                                    Linda Kirkman 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Fiddler on the Roof: Southampton Oper-
atic Society, Nuffield Theatre, Southampton 
ð February 3-7 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £12. Box office: 023 8067 
1771 
 
Aladdin: Milborne Players, Village Hall, 
Milborne St Andrew ð February 5-7 at 
7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Box office: 
01258 837453 
 
She Loves Me: Bournemouth Little Thea-
tre Club, Jameson Road, Winton ð February 
9-14 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50, concs. avail-
able, members Ã4. Sat ôValentine Specialõ 
price may differ. Box office: 01202 417484 
(8-9pm) 
 
Whose Life Is It Anyway?: Lymington 
Players, Malt Hall Theatre, Community 
Centre, Lymington ð February 10-14 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £5.50 Tues, £6.50 other 
nights. Box office: 01590 672337 
 
Jamaica Inn:  Regent Centre, Christchurch 
ð February 11-14 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £11, concs. £9. Box office: 
01202 499199 
 
Vital Signs/Summer: BA Acting Students 
at Arts Institute at Bournemouth, Studio 
Theatre, Arts Institute at Bournemouth ð 
February 12 & 13 at 7.30pm, 14 at 2.30pm 
& 7.30pm. Tickets free. Box office: 01202 
363324 
 
Four Play/The Monkeyõs Paw: Castle 
Players, Village Hall, Lytchett Matravers ð 
February 13 & 14 at 7.45pm. Tickets £11.50 
inc. supper. Box office: 01202 623904 
 

A Bolt From The Blue: Broadstone Play-
ers, War Memorial Hall, Broadstone ð Feb-
ruary 17-21 at 8pm. Tickets £6, two for 
price of one Tuesday only. Box office: N J 
Lines, The Broadway, Broadstone, or at 
door. 
 
Iron : RAODS, Plaza Theatre Green Room, 
Romsey ð February 18-21 at 7.30pm. Tick-
ets £7.50. Box office: 01794 512987 
 
The Boyfriend: New Forest Players, Per-
forming Arts Centre, Ballard School, New 
Milton ð February 18-21 at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£10 adults, £8 child. Box office: 0845 166 
8775 
 
Robin Hood: Poulner Players, Poulner 
Church Hall, Ringwood ð February 18-21 at 
7.30pm, mats Thurs & Sat at 2.30pm. Tick-
ets eves £8, child 14 & under £6; mats £7, 
child 14 & under £5. Box office: 01425 
479874 (5-7pm) 
 
A Chorus Of Disapproval: P&P Players, 
Lighthouse Studio, Poole ð February 27 at 
7.30pm, 28 at 2.30pm & 7.30pm. Tickets 
£8.50. Box office: 0844 406 8666 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  

 
ôListening,õ said Edith Evans, ôis pay-
ing attention. It is NOT reacting. I 
canõt bear it when Iõm talking to an-
other actor on the stage and he reacts 
to everything I say. Listening is 
blank-faced usually...if itõs gracious 
listening a smile is allowable. But 
listen! Donõt react!õ 
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NOISES OFF 

HIGHCLIFFE Charity Players have re-
cently given money raised through their 

2008 pantomime and  summer show to a 

number of worthy causes: £2,000 to assist 

the Regent Centre, where the Company has 

performed for the last 23 years; £1,000 to 
Help for Heroes which supports servicemen 
and women injured in the current conflicts; 
£2,000 for housing for the disabled through 
LõArche Lambeth, and Ã500 to local Special 
Constable Brenda Traylen MBE to help 
fund her community work for senior citi-

zens in Christchurch, and the Twynham 

School Innovations Project for pupils in 
foster care at the Christchurch School. 
Smaller donations have also been made to 
the Anthony Nolan Trust and the RSPCA, 
and deserving local groups were given 
around £900 worth of free tickets for 
HCPõs recent pantomime, Sleeping Beauty. 
The cheques were presented by HCP Chair-
man, Tracey Challen, who commented: òItõs 
been a terrific year for us and it means a lot 
to be able to share our success. We have 
enormous fun rehearsing and performing 
but beneath the pantomime jokes and show 
songs there is a serious intent ð to raise 
money for local and national causes.  Hap-
pily, both our last pantomime Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears and our recent Second World 
War revue Happy as a Sandbag were popular, 
critical and financial successes. 
That means we are able to give away over 
£6,000, one of the most substantial dona-
tions in the Companyõs history. Itõs a tough 
time for everybody at the moment, includ-
ing many local amateur groups, so weõre 
particularly proud that Charity Players are 
still making their mark, drawing the crowds 
and giving something back to the commu-
nity.ó 

WOULD you like to be in the midst of the 
action for a musical, but donõt want to ap-
pear on stage? BBLOC (Bournemouth and 
Boscombe Light Opera Company), who will 
be performing Oklahoma! at the Pavilion in 
April, is desperately seeking an experienced 
person to take charge of props for the 
show. If this sounds like you, please call 
David Raven on 01425 270229 or 07711 
941084 for more information. Please note 
that this is a voluntary position. 
 
****************************************  
LADIESõ choral group La Nova Singers 
will be entertaining diners at the Nelson 
Thai Restaurant, Mudeford, on February 
27 . The evening, which starts at 7pm for a 
7.30 sit-down, costs £25 including a two-
course Thai dinner, and tickets are available 
from the Nelson. 
 
****************************************  
THE February reading of The Fireside 
Theatre will be  held at 7.30pm on Wednes-
day February 11 at Acorns, 55A The Green, 
Woodlands, Verwood, and anyone intend-
ing to attend should advise Daphne Fair-
burn on 01202 820689 at least two days in 
advance so that catering and seating ar-
rangements can be made.. 
The reading will be of Peter Morganõs film 
script, The Queen, which tells of the days 
after the death of Diana, Princess of Wales. 
It deals with the relationship between the 
Queen and Tony Blair and is an intimate 
look at life behind the scenes at Balmoral in 
those difficult days.  
There is now a £5 annual membership sub-
scription to Fireside, although visitors will 
pay just 30p per visit, with the first visit 
free. 
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PREVIEWS 

MILBORNE Players are busy rehearsing 
for Aladdin, written by John Cummings and 
Richard Grafton, which takes place at Mil-
borne St Andrew Village Hall from Febru-
ary 5-7.  
 Jon Riddle, who is new to Milborne St An-
drew but not to panto, directs this tradi-
tional family show which boasts a sound 
story of good triumphing over evil. 
Widow Twankey has a full team of helpers 
in her laundry, including a very washy 
Wishee Washee and two dizzy laundry 
maids who are always up to their elbows in 
something or other! Weõll call them D & A 
so as not to give too much away ð but do 
keep an eye out as you just never know 
where they may turn up. 
Panto has to have a baddie and Abanazar is 
one of the best baddies to hate to date! 
ôAbbyõ, love him, has a taste for rock (and 
we ainõt talking sweets here, honey), old 
lamps and, of course, ultimate power. 
The cast for this show wouldnõt be com-
plete without a couple of immortals, namely 
the Genie of the Lamp and the Slave of the 
Ring, who just keep getting called on to 
help at the most inconvenient moments. 
There has to be a hero and it is, naturally, 
Aladdin himself. He just wants to follow his 
dreams, get rich quick and marry his true 
love, the Princess Baldroubadour. Itõs an 
everyday tale of thrills, spills and laundry! 
C h e c k  o u t  t h e  w e b s i t e 
www.milborneplayers.org.uk for more in-
formation. 
 
****************************************  
 
 
 

BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Clubõs 
next production, at Jameson Road from 
February 9-14, is the romantic musical She 
Loves Me, and the Saturday evening per-
formance will be a Valentineõs Night Special 
with champagne and roses. 
The show is the fifth adaptation of Hungar-
ian playwright Miklos Laszloõs Parfumerie, 
the others including The Shop Around the 
Corner, In the Good Old Summertime and 
Youõve Got Mail. 
She Loves Me was first performed on 
Broadway in 1963 and revived in the 1990s, 
playing at Londonõs Savoy Theatre in 1994 
with a cast headed by John Gordon Sinclair 
and Ruthie Henshall. 
The score includes the title song, the manic 
Twelve Days To Christmas and the delight-
ful Vanilla Ice Cream. 
Eileen Rawlings directs. 
 
****************************************  
THE Metropolitan Opera season at the 
Regent Centre continues on Saturday Feb-
ruary 7 with Donizettiõs Lucia di Lammer-
moor being broadcast live from the Met 
and transmitted in High Definition video 
with full surround sound. 
Anna Netrebko sings the title role of Doni-
zettiõs fragile heroine for the first time at the 
Met, with tenor Rolando Villazon in the 
part of her lover, Edgardo. Baritone 
Mariusz Kwiecien is her tyrannical brother. 
Mary Zimmermanõs hit production is staged 
as a Victorian ghost story. 
 
****************************************  
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PREVIEWS 

REHEARSALS are well under way for the 
next production in the Lymington Playersõ 
08/09 season, the humorously serious 
Whose Life Is It Anyway?, by Brian Clark, 
which takes place at the townõs Malt Hall 
Theatre in the Community Centre from 
February 10-14. 
Paralysed from the neck down after a car 
accident, Claire Harrison is trapped, both by 
the body she can no longer control and a 
system that ignores her pleas to be allowed 
to choose her future. Claire flirts and jokes, 
winks and wisecracks, and remains com-
pletely determined that she does not want 
to continue living if there is no possibility of 
recovery. The medical staff, however, are 
committed to keeping her aliveé 
In its original form, Clark gave the lead role 
of this controversial play to a man, played 
memorably by Tom Conti. Clarkõs decision 
to make the character female in this version 
puts an interesting new slant on the rela-
tionship of the leading characters. 
The basic theme of the play ð the need to 
preserve the freedom of the individual ð is 
as hot a topic now as it was when the play 
was first performed. It doesnõt matter if you 
agree or not with the choice the patient 
makes. The question is ôshould she have the 
right to make it?õ  
 
****************************************  
DAPHNE du Maurierõs 1936 best-selling 
smugglers tale of treachery in deepest, dark-
est Cornwall during the 19th century re-
ceived its theatrical premiere at the Regent 
Centre in 1993, when local director John 
King, amazed that there was no existing 
stage version of this classic book, created 
his own adaptation. 
 

John will be back in the directorõs chair for 
a revival of his masterpiece, back at the 
Regent from February 11-14. 
Young Mary Yellan (Kate Simpson) obeys 
her motherõs dying wish that she moves to 
be with her aunt at Jamaica Inn on Bodmin 
Moor. Her worst suspicions are aroused 
when the coach driver warns that 
ôrespectable folk donõt go to Jamaica Inn 
any moreõ. Fear turns to terror as night falls 
and shadowy figures move into the surf to 
pursue their sinister occupation. 
Special incidental music has been composed 
by Marcus Marriott, and the cast also in-
cludes Gareth Richards, Tracey Challen, 
Stephen Bunting, Tim Wallace-Abbott, 
David Gillard, Brian Foley, Jane Haynes, 
Richard Oakley and John King himself. 
Proceeds will be going to the Regent Cen-
tre. 

 
KATE SIMPSON AS MARY YELLAN  
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LYTCHETT Matravers-based Castle Play-
ers will be presenting another of their bi-
annual evenings of One-Act plays on Feb-
ruary 13 & 14 at the Village Hall. 
These intimate supper evenings serve two 
purposes. The first is to provide much-
needed funds for the Village Hall to help 
with repairs, renovations and general up-
keep, and all the profits of the one-act eve-
nings go to this fund. 
The second objective is to give new, aspir-
ing directors a chance to let the committee 
see what they can do in the line of directing 
a play, with a view to allowing them to di-
rect a full-length production in the future. 
This occasionõs two novice directors are 
names that will be familiar to regular Castle 
Players audiences ð Nikki Brown and Gay 
Wood. Nikkiõs choice is Four Play, by Jane 
Bodie, which is a story of complicated rela-
tionships between four young people told 
with warmth, humanity and humour. In 
contrast, Gayõs offering is The Monkeyõs 
Paw by W W Jacobs, a macabre horror 
story based on three wishes, and the old 
adage ôbe careful of what you wish forõ cer-
tainly applies in this case. 
To add to the enjoyment of the evening, a 
delicious two-course supper is included in 
the ticket price. There will be a licensed bar 
but patrons are welcome to take along their 
own tipple. 
 
****************************************  
RAODS (Romsey Amateur Operatic and 
Dramatic Society) is in the lucky position of 
owning its premises ð the Plaza Theatre. Its 
Green Room has recently been refurbished 
and the group is now in a position to use it 
as a 50 seat studio space. 

The first production in the Green Room 
will be Iron, by Rona Munro, which takes 
place from February 18-21. Paul Green, 
formerly Artistic Director for Southamp-
tonõs Talking Heads, directs this intense 
psychological drama in which a mother and 
daughter try to break through the barriers 
of time, memory and punishment which 
separate them. 
Fay is in prison, serving a life sentence for 
murdering her husband. Josie, her daughter, 
hasnõt seen or spoken to Fay for fifteen 
years and wants to find out why her own 
mother would kill her father.  
Between them both lies the fact of murder. 
A murder Josie cannot remember and Fay 
has always tried to forget. Uncovering the 
memories they share is going to be more 
perilous than either of them can imagine. 
 
****************************************  
BROADSTONE Players take to the stage 
of the War Memorial Hall from February 17
-21 with David Tristramõs comedy A Bolt 
From The Blue. 
Edward Jones was just an ordinary man, 
doing ordinary things ð until the day before 
his fortieth birthday. What happened next 
was, quite literally, incredible. It defied be-
lief. It defied logic. It defied the fundamen-
tal laws of science and nature. But it hap-
pened, and it came like a bolt from the blue. 
With this comedy, adapted from his novel 
of the same name, David Tristram brings 
his trademark hilarity but with a poignant 
and unusual story that tingles every nerve 
ending and jangles every human emotion 
before reaching its extraordinary conclu-
sion. 

 
PREVIEWS 
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NEW Forest Players will be taking a trip to 
the French Riviera with their next produc-
tion, Sandy Wilsonõs The Boyfriend, a viva-
cious romantic spoof of 1920s musical 
comedy taking place at the Performing Arts 
Centre, Ballard School, from February 18-
21 under the direction of Sonia Collyer, 
with Musical Director Celia Cologne and 
choreography by Stephanie Constantine-
Smith. 
Polly, an English heiress attending Madame 
Dubonnetõs Finishing School, falls in love 
with Tony, a delivery boy. Recalling her 
fatherõs warning to beware fortune seekers, 
she poses as a working girl, unaware that 
Tony is in fact the missing son of wealthy 
Lord Brockhurst. Things get complicated 
with the unexpected arrival in Nice of 
Pollyõs father and Lord and Lady Brock-
hurst, but a happy ending is in store. 
The showõs memorable songs include I 
Could Be Happy With You, Sur La Plage, 
The Riviera and Itõs Never Too Late To Fall 
In Love. 
Main casting is Catherine Irlan (Polly 
Browne), Joshua Haberfield (Tony), Barbara 
Evans (Madame Dubonnet), John James 
(Percival Browne), Terry Langford (Lord 
Brockhurst), Judy Spooner (Lady Brock-
hurst) and Kate Carr (Hortense). 
 
****************************************  
POOLE and Parkstone Playersõ next pro-
duction, at  the Lighthouse Studio, Poole on 
February 27 & 28, is Alan Ayckbournõs A 
Chorus of Disapproval. 
The play, one of his most successful, 
opened at the Stephen Joseph Theatre in 
the Round, Scarborough, in 1984. Follow-
ing its sell-out season it transferred to Lon-
donõs National Theatre where it won a 
number of major awards. 

A Chorus of Disapproval is based around 
John Gayõs The Beggarõs Opera, which in 
the play is to be performed by a local dra-
matic society. As the rehearsals for The 
Beggarõs Opera advance, real life increas-
ingly imitates art .  
As well as being a modern version of the 
classic play within a play, A Chorus of Dis-
approval also explores the attraction of the 
theatre for ordinary people, whose appar-
ently ordinary lives are revealed to be unex-
pectedly eventful.  
The cast of P&Põs production is headed by 
Frank Holden as the colourfully named 
Dafydd Ap Llewellyn. Pat Donovan directs. 
 
****************************************  
AS promised in last monthõs Stop Press, 
details of ImpAct Theatreõs much antici-
pated touring production of Someone 
Whoõll Watch Over Me have now been 
confirmed.  
Directed by Patricia Richardson, with Keith 
Edmund, Harry Susser and Lee Tilson in 
the cast, the dates and venues are: 
March 14: Lytchett Matravers Village Hall 
March 16: Regent Studio, Christchurch 
March 17: Verwood Memorial Hall 
March 20: Broadstone War Memorial Hall 
March 21: West Moors Village Hall 
Tickets, price £7.50, may be booked in ad-
vance by sending details and  SAE to Mar-
garet Eaton, 23 Ravine Road, Bourne-
mouth, BH5 2DT, or by telephone on 
01202 425643. 
Someone Whoõll Watch Over Me, written 
by Frank McGuinness, has been variously 
described by theatre critics as expertly un-
derstated, tenderly tragic, heartrendingly 
compassionate, colossally emotive, uproari-
ously funny and an intense theatrical experi-
ence. Miss it at your peril!     

PREVIEWS 
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PREVIEWS 

A musical version of the Easter story set in 
the present day, Why Good Friday?, comes 
to Poole Lighthouse from March 23-25 
with a cast that includes International and 
West End performers as well as others from 
Swanage, Poole, Bournemouth, Wimborne, 
Weymouth, Dorchester and Blandford. 
International Christian music legend Don 
Francisco plays the narrator, with Swanage 
based Dave George and Tony Bailey sup-
porting as Jesus and Judas respectively, and 
Swanage Middle School and Stagecoach 
Theatre School are the younger contrib-
utees. 
The West Endõs Stella Rugg and Cressida 
Handscomb are the choreographers, Wolf 
Christian is director and Jay Buckle musical 
director. Rob Craig, whose credits include 
Dr Who and James Bond, will be respon 
sible for sound. Rosemary Watts of CDC 
will use sign language at each performance. 
The show features many of Don Fran-
ciscoõs songs including Heõs Alive, Too 
Small A Price, Bird With Broken Wing and 
Beautiful to Me. Running time is two hours, 
with no interval. 
Performances are at 7.30pm each evening, 
with 2.30pm matinees on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, the latter for schools. 
Tickets are £14.50 each and can be booked 
by calling Poole Lighthouse on 0844 406 
8 6 6 6  o r  v i a  t h e  w e b s i t e 
www.lighthousepoole.co.uk  
 
****************************************  
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CD REVIEWñTHE BEST OF GILBERT & SULLIVAN  
 

IF youõre a Gilbert and Sullivan fan then youõll know that itõs been a long time since 
there were any really good G&S recordings ð probably as long ago as the late 1960s 
and early 1970s in fact, when DõOyly Carte was still on a roll with the likes of John 
Reed, Donald Adams, Valerie Masterson and Gillian Knight. 
 
 
Now, thanks to a commission by Sony BMG, we have The Best of Gilbert and Sul-
livan, a brand new recording by a brand new group, The Gala Ensemble. Fifteen 
tracks ranging from The Major Generalõs Song, Three Little Maids From School 
and Poor Wandõring One to We Sail The Ocean Blue, Take A Pair Of Sparkling 
Eyes and Alone And Yet Alive are brilliantly sung to orchestral accompaniment, 
and are a real pleasure to listen to. And thatõs not just my opinion ð the album was 
released on November 24 and shot straight into the Classic FM chart at number 9. 
Furthermore, in their chart of the yearõs new releases it came in at number 29, beat-
ing off stiff competition.  
 
 
The Gala Ensemble consists of Elinor Moran and Sally Johnson (sopranos), Han-
nah Pedley (contralto), Richard Knight (tenor) and Jonathan Prentice (baritone), 
and its musical director is Marcus Marriott. And if you think some of those names 
seem familiar youõre quite right, because Bournemouth can lay claim to Hannah, 
Jonathan and Marcus, all of whom are, or have been, frequent performers on local 
concert platforms, especially with Jon and Victoria Andrewõs Silhouette Opera. The 
album was recorded locally too, in Ringwood. 
 
 
The music of Gilbert and Sullivan is enjoying a new and justly deserved lease of life 
with this release. Marcus Marriott, who as well as being musical director is co-
producer with Stephen Darrell Smith, said òItõs the beauty of the music, itõs phe-
nomenally written and the melodies stand up alongside any composers today. Itõs so 
overshadowed, which it shouldnõt be. I think itõs great to have this revival of this old 
British art form and to show that true singing is still there.ó 
 
 
If youõd like to add The Best of Gilbert & Sullivan to your collection it is currently 
available in most of the local stores that stock CDs, and costs somewhere around 
Ã9, depending on which retailer you go to. Itõs worth every penny. 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

 
 
1. ôNow is the winter of our discontent made glorious summer by this son 
of Yorkõ. These are the opening lines of which Shakespeare play? 
 
2. Alex Dillingham is the leading male role in which Andrew Lloyd Webber 
musical? 
 
3. What, on stage, is a Flash Pot? 
 
4. In The Mikado, from whom or what is Nanki-Poo fleeing? 
 
5. In which year did Oscar Wilde die? 
 
6. What does the term ôstrike the setõ mean? 
 
7. The musical Hairspray is set in which American city? 
 
8. This famous playwright and novelist wrote many romances under the 
pseudonym Mary Westmacott. Who was she? 
 
9. Who wrote the novel The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie? 
 
10. Londonõs Strand Theatre changed its name in 2005 to what? 
 
 

 

ANSWERS 

1. Richard the Third;  2. Aspects of Love;  3. A device that produces a safe puff of 
smoke or fire for theatrical effect;  4. The amorous advances of Katisha;  5. 1900;          
6. Dismantling and removing the set from the stage;  7. Baltimore;  8. Agatha Christie;   
9. Muriel Spark;  10. The Novello Theatre.  
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STOP PRESS 

JUST made available for amateur perform-
ance, Art by Yasmina Reza is a bona-fide 
West End classic, a white-hot piece of com-
edy theatre that has garnered many awards 
in its long run both in London and interna-
tionally. Christchurch based Arena Theatre 
is seeking enquiries from experienced direc-
tors who may be interested in directing this 
challenging and fascinating play, which will 
be performed at the end of August in the 
Regent Centre Studio, with auditions for 
parts in May and rehearsals beginning at the 
end of May/beginning of June. Enquiries in 
the first instance to arenathea-
tre@yahoo.co.uk  
The other plays in the Arena season are 
Rhinoceros (May 26-28), Ladiesõ Day 
(September 1-3) and The Rivals (November 
23,25,27), and a multi-buy option for any 
three of the four shows costs £19.50, giving 
a saving of £3 on the individual price per 
play of £7.50.  For ticket enquiries please 
contact Arena at the above e-mail address. 
 
****************************************  
MEN aged between 30 ð 40 and 55 ð 65 are 
needed for four fun parts in Bournemouth 
Little Theatre Clubõs June Production, Itõs 
Never Too Late. 
If you fit the bill and are interested, please 
call Virginia Harrington on 01202 423888. 
 
****************************************  

LAST August a new arm of Christchurch 
U3A (University of the Third Age), Plat-
form Performances, was begun to devise 
entertainments, and on March 13 they will 
be giving their first public performance in 
the Regent Centre Studio  - Dylan Thomasõ 
dazzling combination of poetic fireworks 
and music hall humour, Under Milk Wood. 
Christchurch U3Aõs cast and crew have 
decided to set their production in a 1950s 
radio studio, complete with studio manager 
and usherettes authentically attired in period 
costume. They will be equipped with period 
microphones, head õcansõ and, for the ush-
erettes, torches to guide members of the 
audience to and from their seats. Even the 
programme joins in the fun by being a fac-
simile of a 1950s Radio Times.  
Starting as a studio-based radio broadcast, 
the production evolves little by little into 
the village of Llaregyb with the actors (5 
women and 3 men) metamorphosing from 
members of the BBC Repertory Company 
into Thomasõ colourful characters who live 
under Milk Wood.  
The production has been several months in 
preparation but the time is now close for 
the BBC announcer (in evening dress, of 
course) to start the magic by saying ôTo 
begin at the beginningéõ 
Tickets (£3) are available now by calling 
01202 427585. 
 
****************************************  

 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE 
ONE WHEN RESPONDING TO 
SOMETHING YOU HAVE READ 
ABOUT  IN THESE PAGES.  
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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