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EDITORIAL  
 

IN these times of doom and gloom it is pleasing to be able to report 
something upbeat, and I donõt just mean that my computer has had a 
whole trouble-free month!  
Romsey-based RAODS has owned the Plaza Theatre, with its 231 seat 
auditorium, since the early 1980s, and last month I was privileged to 
be invited to officially open their new additional performance space 
within the building - a 50 seat Studio, which also serves as a Green 
Room. This will be used for small-scale shows that would probably 
not work on the main stage, and if the opening production, Iron, was 
any indication of what can be expected in the future then I can only 
urge you to get along there as soon as possible ð details of forthcom-
ing events will appear in the Whatõs Happening pages.  

  
                            Linda Kirkman 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHATõS INSIDE 
 

Page 4 : Whatõs Happening  
Page 5 : Noises Off 
Page 6 : Whatõs Happening In The Southampton Area 
Page 7 : Previews  
Page 8 : Previews 
Page 9 : Previews  
Page 10 : Previews 
Page 12 : How Well Do You Know Your Theatre? 
Page 13 : This And That 
Page 14 : Stop Press 
Page 15 : About Our Sponsors 
 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 



 

4 

A Day in the Death of Joe Egg: Bourne-
mouth Little Theatre Club, Jameson Road, 
Winton ð March 30 - April 4 at 7.45pm. 
Tickets £9.50, concs. available. Box office: 
01202 417484 (8-9pm)  
 
Carousel: Swanage Musical Theatre Com-
pany, Mowlem Theatre, Swanage ð April 1-
4 at 7.30pm. Tickets £12.50, concs. £11.50. 
Box office: 01929 422239 
 
Pirates and Treasures: Bournemouth Gil-
bert and Sullivan Society/Julie Adams Stage 
School, Layard Theatre, Canford School ð 
April 4 at 7.30pm. Tickets £8. Box office; 
01202 532227 
 
Oliver!: Ringwood Musical & Dramatic 
Society, Ringwood School Theatre ð April 
14-18 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Box 
office: 01425 470837 
 
Sebastian and the Gypsy: Godshill Play-
ers, Village Hall, Godshill, Fordingbridge ð 
April 16-18 at 7pm, mat Fri at 2.30pm. 
Tickets £6 adults, £3 child (16 & under). 
Box office: 01425 653725 
 
It Runs In The Family: All Saints Dra-
matic Society, De La Salle Theatre, 
Southbourne ð April 16-18 at 7.30pm. Tick-
ets £8.50. Box office: 01202 568545 
 
Britain To Broadway: Ferndown Phoenix 
Musical Society, Village Hall, Ferndown ð 
April 17 at 7.30pm, 18 at 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 
Tickets Ã7.50 eves (inc. Ploughmanõs Sup-
per & glass of wine), £6 mat (inc. Dorset 
Cream Tea). Box office: 01202 
771763/889868 
 

The Herbal Bed: Castle Players, Village 
Hall, Lytchett Matravers ð April 22-25 at 
7.45pm. Tickets £7, concs. £6. Box office: 
01202 623904 
 
Lunchtime Concert: La Nova Singers, St 
Peterõs Church, BournemouthñApril 22 
from 1.15-1.45pm 
 
Movie Mania!: BOS Musical Companyõs 
Ensemble, Kinson Community Centre ð 
April 23-25 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. 
Box office: 01202 829904 
 
Evening Charity Concert: La Nova Sing-
ers, St Peterõs Church, Bournemouth ð 
April 24. Tickets £7.50 in advance, £8.50 on 
door, concs. £6.50. Box office: 0773 607 
0033 
 
The Grand Duke & Victorian/
Edwardian Favourites: Bournemouth 
Gilbert & Sullivan Operatic Society, Regent 
Centre, Christchurch ð April 24. Tickets 
£12, concs. £9.50. Box office: 01202 
499199; Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne ð April 
25. Box office: 01202 885566; Barrington 
Theatre, Ferndown ð May 8. Box office: 
01202 894858. All performances at 7.30pm. 
 
Concert: Silhouette Opera, St Albanõs 
Church, Bournemouth ð April 25 at 7pm. 
Tickets £12 inc. wine & lucky ticket draw. 
Box office: 01202 533545 
 
Oklahoma!: BBLOC, Pavilion, Bourne-
mouth ð April 29 ð May 2 at 7.30pm, mats 
Thurs & Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £14.50, 
concs. £12.50. Family & group tickets avail-
able. Box office: 0870 111 3000 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  
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NOISES OFF 

 LA Nova Singers have just announced that 
they will be performing a Grand Christmas 
Concert in the gallery of Somerley House, 
Ringwood, home of Lord Normanton. 
There will be 200 seats available, priced at 
£30. This includes mulled wine on arrival, a 
glass of wine during the interval, canapés, 
and freedom to wander around the gallery 
and downstairs. There will also be a cash 
bar after the concert. 
Tickets are now on sale ð call 01202 470307 
to book. Yes, I know December is a long 
way away, but remember that the early bird 
catches the worm! 
If you want to check out La Nova Singers 
now, they have a couple of concerts at St 
Peterõs Church, Bournemouth, this month ð 
see Whatõs Happening for dates. 
 
***********************************  
IF you saw the fantastic production of 
Daphne Du Maurierõs Jamaica Inn at the 
Regent Centre in February, you will cer-
tainly remember the brilliant incidental mu-
sic that was specially composed by Marcus 
Marriott, and which added so much atmos-
phere to the story. A CD of that music is 
now available, and can be purchased from 
the box office at the Regent Centre, price 
£5.    
 
***********************************  
NEW Forest Playersõ excellent recent pro-
duction of The Boyfriend was graced by the 
presence of veteran film director Ken Rus-
sell in its first night audience. Ken, of 
course, memorably directed the 1971 film of 
the show, starring Twiggy & Christopher 
Gable, with a  storyline that featured an 
amateur production being visited by a fa-
mous film director...   
 

HIGHCLIFFE Community Associationõs 
Revue Company is about to present Show-
time at Greystones House, Waterford Road, 
Highcliffe. Following a sell-out for their last 
concert, the cast are delighted to be doing 
two shows this time, on Saturday April 25 at 
7pm and Sunday 26 at 3pm. 
The revue is a light-hearted mixture of song, 
dance and comedy, all performed by a ver-
satile cast of eight ð Jane Sykes, Viv Lucas, 
Doreen Burton, Cora Hardy, Brian Morgan, 
Roger Mitchell, Jack Keeler & Peter Kent. 
The Revue Company was established 25 
years ago by the multi-talented, and very 
determined, Olive Martin, who retired as 
director last year. The Company provides a 
very friendly setting for local people to air 
their talents, whilst providing varied enter-
tainment for the local community. Despite 
inevitable changes, the show continues very 
much in the spirit in which it was set up, 
under the guidance of the new chairman, 
Jane Sykes, who last October directed the 
first concert without Olive at the helm. The 
forthcoming concert is being directed by 
Viv Lucas, and marks the Companyõs Silver 
Jubilee year. 
Tickets cost £6, to include light refresh-
ments during the interval, and may be 
booked via Greystones on 01425 278756, or  
Jane Sykes on 01202 382310.  
 
***********************************  
BBLOC (Bournemouth & Boscombe Light 
Opera Company) are thrilled to announce 
that they have been granted the rights to 
perform Mel Brooksõ hit musical The Pro-
ducers at the Pavilion from June 9-12 next 
year. 
 
***********************************  
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WHATõS HAPPENING IN THE SOUTHAMPTON AREA 

The Broadway Collection: Southampton 
Musical Society, Theatre Royal, Winchester 
ð April 10 & 11 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £10. Box office: 01962 
840440 
__________________________________ 
SOUTHAMPTON  Musical Society is 82 
this year. After its recent sparkling successes 
with West Side Story, The Boyfriend and 
Me and My Girl, SMS now presents The 
Broadway Collection, a celebration of the 
best-loved songs from your favourite musi-
cals including both classic and contempo-
rary showstoppers. This magical perform-
ance will whisk you away to the true home 
of musical theatre, Broadway New York! 
The programme includes songs from Hair-
spray, Annie, Phantom of the Opera, 
Mamma Mia!, Miss Saigon, Les Miserables 
and many more. Comedy, song and dance 
are all present in a show the whole family 
will enjoy over the Easter weekend at the 
Theatre Royal, Winchester. Tickets are sell-
ing fast so donõt miss out!  
SMS dates back to 1927 with its first pro-

duction of Haydn's The Creation. Previous 

shows include the south coast premiere of 

Copacabana, the innovative La Cage Aux 

Folles and classics such as My Fair Lady, 

The King and I and Showboat. The com-

pany is very proud to have been delighting 

audiences for over 80 years and hopes eve-

ryone will share their celebrations. SMS 

members, currently aged between 16 and 

83, come from all over the south coast and  

new talent is always welcome. Visit 

www.southamptonmusicalsociety.co.uk for 

joining information. 

Pageant: Music Theatre South, Hanger 
Farm Arts Centre, Totton, Southampton ð 
April 15-17 at 8pm. Tickets £10. Box office: 
02380 667683 
__________________________________
THE award-winning Music Theatre South 
is back! Pageant is an hilarious musical com-
edy spoofing the beauty pageants of the 
USA. As the audience, you are at the grand 
final of the Miss Glamourese beauty pag-
eant, and become part of the action as the 
evening races towards electing the worthiest 
winner. 
Song, dance and laughs are promised as the 
pageant contestants plead for your vote, and 
this is a pageant like no other ð it is per-
formed by an all-male cast. 
 
***********************************  
After September: RAODS, Plaza Theatre, 
Romsey ð April 20-25 at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£7 (Mon), £9. Box office: 01794 512987 
__________________________________ 
IN this Jimmy Chinn comedy, which is set 
at the start of the 1960s, the staff at Gwen-
dolyn Kyteõs School For Girls are an odd 
assortment of social misfits and eccentrics 
at a school caught in a time warp. Ursula 
Kyte has been left in charge following her 
motherõs death. The school is falling into 
disrepair and, at the beginning of a new 
term, a government education inspector 
arrives to investigate anonymous letters 
defaming the school and its staff. 
Will the school be closed? If so, where will 
they all go? And what has happened to 
Trixie, Gwendolyn Kyteõs beloved pet dog? 
 
***********************************  
 

http://www.southamptonmusicalsociety.co.uk/
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PREVIEWS 

IF youõre a fan of Lionel Bartõs Oliver! 
thereõs no need to go all the way to the 
West End to see it, as Ringwood Musical & 
Dramatic Society will be presenting the 
show at Ringwood School Theatre from 
April 14-18, with the production in the ca-
pable hands of Chrissie Peckham (director), 
Jane Lee (musical director) and Jenny El-
ward (choreographer). And there is no truth 
whatsoever in the rumour that audiences 
will be forced to eat a bowl of gruel during 
the interval! 
 
***********************************  
OVER in Southbourne, All Saints Dramatic 
Society are performing Ray Cooneyõs medi-
cal comedy It Runs In The Family at the De 
La Salle Theatre from April 16-18. 
Itõs three days before Christmas, and in the 
doctorsõ common room at St Andrewõs 
Hospital in London, David Mortimore is 
composing the speech he will give to a dis-
tinguished gathering of neurologists ð a 
speech that may well make or break his 
career. All he needs is a little peace and 
quiet to finish ité 
Unfortunately for our hero, peace and quiet 
is in very short supply. A nurse with whom 
he had an affair years ago turns up to con-
front him with the fact that he is the father 
of her son, who is now eighteen. Not only 
that, but the said son is now downstairs in 
the hospital and is desperate to meet the 
dad he has never seen. How on earth can 
Mortimore keep this catastrophic news 
from his wife and the hospital authorities, 
and still deliver his speech? 
This hilarious farce reveals the sorry tale, 
and involves Mortimoreõs hapless col-
leagues, a police sergeant, a senile patient 
and an assortment of matrons. 

Oh, and not forgetting a syringe full of tran-
quiliser and costumes from the hospital 
Christmas pantomime. 
Peter Nunan directs, and his cast is Mark 
Andrews, Dan Rumsey, Jenny Wise, Tony 
Edwards, Sheila Clapcott, Kevin Knight, 
Bronwen Thompson, Suzzi Dellow, Oliver 
Faulkner, Brian Foley, John Sivewright and 
Barbara Smith. 
 
***********************************  
GODSHILL Playersõ spring production, 
Sebastian And The Gypsy, is a new play 
suitable for all ages, with a cast of thirty ð 
twenty-one of whom are children aged from 
ten to teens ð especially written by mother 
and son members, Mary and Jeremy 
Houghton-Brown. 
Sebastian lives in the Manor House with his 
parents, his tutor, and staff, plus his sick 
sister who urgently needs expensive medical 
treatment. Last yearõs crops were so poor 
that Sebastianõs father let his tenant farmers 
pay no rent rather than see them go into 
debt, but now money is urgently needed to 
save his sister. 
Sebastian teams up with a gypsy girl, Meg, 
whom they disguise as a boy so his parents 
will let them venture out together. As we all 
know, the New Forest ð where this play 
with music is set ð is a magical place, but 
also full of dangers and difficulties. A wise 
old gypsy woman helps them on their way 
and a will oõ the wisp watches over them, 
but a wicked woman is plotting against 
them. In the end, of course, Sebastian and 
Meg triumph ð or was it all a dream? 
The production, set in the 1920s, takes 
place at Godshill Village Hall from April 16
-18.    
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FERNDOWN Village Hall is the venue 
for Ferndown Phoenix Musical Societyõs 
variety show, Britain To Broadway, which 
takes place on April 17 & 18. You can eat 
there too, as the ticket price also includes a 
ploughmanõs supper at evening perform-
ances and a Dorset cream tea at the mati-
nee. 
The concert consists of a variety of num-
bers from many musicals and there is some-
thing to suit all tastes. From Finianõs Rain-
bow and Me And My Girl to Hairspray and 
Wicked, the show is packed with lively foot-
tapping numbers and soft love songs as well 
as energetic dance routines from the 
younger members. 
Janet Barrow directs and Georgina Starkey 
is musical director.  
 
***********************************  
LYTCHETT Matravers based Castle Play-
ers will be performing Peter Whelanõs play 
The Herbal Bed at the Village Hall from 
April 22-25, in a production directed by 
Pete Smith. 
This play, set in the summer of 1613 in 
Stratford upon Avon and Warwick, is a 
tangled web of love, loyalty, deceit and lies 
and epitomises the danger of immorality in 
Jacobean England. 
Based on true events, it concerns Susanna 
Hall, the elder daughter of William Shake-
speare. She is an intelligent woman married 
to a herbalist doctor, John Hall, for whom 
she prepares herbal potions. But this is a 
loveless marriage. 
Susanna has been accused of having an 
affair with a neighbour and family friend, 
Rafe Smith, a married man.  
 

Her accuser, Jack Lane, is an aggrieved and 
devious  apprentice of her husband,  who 
has a secret passion for Hester, Susannaõs 
maid servant. 
In order to protect her husbandõs reputation 
and career Susanna sues her accuser for 
slander in the Bishopõs Court of Worcester 
Cathedral under the jurisdiction of the 
Bishop of Worcester. Susannah, her maid 
servant, her husband and lover are all wit-
nesses for her case.  If found guilty it would 
certainly ruin his career and the lives of all 
those involved. 
As the trial progresses it is apparent that all 
is not what it seems. Is Susanna guilty of 
physical adultery or is it just in her mind? 
Her husband supports her, but suspicions 
remain. After all, there is some circumstan-
tial evidence to be considered. 
The probing interrogations of the witnesses 
by the Vicar-General make for powerful 
court scenes and a tangled web emerges. 
Peter Whelan has woven his story to open a 
window on the serious question of morality 
in Jacobean society. This is a drama, not 
without its touches of humour, which will 
grip and intrigue you from beginning to 
end.   
The cast is Linsey OõNeill, Pete Griffiths, 
Matt Forkin, Adam Donahue, Claire Hunt, 
Frank Holden and Stuart Glossop. 
 
***********************************  
 
 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING FOR SHOWS YOU 
HAVE READ ABOUT HERE.  
 

 

 
PREVIEWS 
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BOS Musical Companyõs award-winning 
Ensemble will be at Kinson Community 
Centre from April 23-25 with Movie Mania, 
featuring songs from Mamma Mia, Hair-
spray, Sister Act II and many more. 
 
***********************************  
IF youõre planning to attend Bournemouth 
Gilbert and Sullivan Societyõs spring con-
certs, which take place at various venues 
during April, be sure to take your singing 
voices with you. The showõs title is Grand 
Duke At The Music Hall, and the second 
half is a selection of Music Hall favourites 
from the Victorian and Edwardian era ð 
with audience participation positively en-
couraged! 
Part one will be an abridged version of The 
Grand Duke, which was the last collabora-
tion between Messrs Gilbert and Sullivan 
and has been performed only once by the 
Society, in 1988, when I was privileged to 
play a small principal role. 
The plot hinges on the misinterpretation of 
a 100 year-old law regarding statutory duels, 
decided by drawing cards. The baffled cen-
tral character, Ludwig, becomes engaged to 
four different women before the plot is 
resolved. As with so many of the operas, 
Gilbert satirizes the wealthy and the nobility 
to humorous effect. 
London based Nina Brazier, new to the 
Society, will be directing The Grand Duke, 
and Jean Holt is musical director. 
 
***********************************    

 
SILHOUETTE Operaõs spring concert 
takes place at St Albanõs Church, Charmin-
ster Road, Bournemouth, on April 25. 
In this is the centenary year of St Albanõs, 
Jon and Victoria Andrewõs group will be 
performing operatic arias, operetta and a 
special performance of Requiem For The 
Millennium, composed and conducted by 
Marcus Marriott and premiered at the Win-
ter Gardens in 1999. 
The ticket price of £12 includes a free glass 
of wine or soft drink in the interval as well 
as entry to the lucky ticket draw. 
Once again Silhouette is supporting Juliaõs 
House hospice for life-limited children and 
Bournemouth Royal Hospitalõs Jigsaw Ap-
peal for the new cancer centre and pathol-
ogy department. 
 
***********************************  

PREVIEWS 

SIR Peter Ustinov once said: òI have 
three daughters and I find as a result I 
played King Lear almost without re-
hearsal.ó 
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PREVIEWS 

BBLOC (Bournemouth & Boscombe Light 
Opera Company) takes to the stage of the 
Pavilion Theatre at the end of April with 
Rodgers and Hammersteinõs classic musical, 
Oklahoma! 
It is set in Indian territory at a time when 
cattlemen and farmers were fighting over 
fences and water rights. In the middle of 
that controversy are two more rivalries ð 
one between a cowboy called Curly and a 
hired hand named Jud, both in love with 
Laurey, and the second involving Ado An-
nie, Will Parker and Ali Hakim, a trio that 
will provide plenty of laughs. 
The music and lyrics have proved to be 
some of the best in musical theatre, which is 
just one of the reasons this show  is still as 
popular today as it was when it first took 
Broadway by storm in 1943.                                             

Its songs include Oh What A Beautiful 
Morning, Surrey With The Fringe On Top, 
People Will Say Weõre In Love, The Farmer 
And The Cowman, I Canõt Say No and, of 
course, the title song.   
The production team is Martyn Knight 
(director and choreographer) and Ian Peters 
(musical director), and major principal roles 
are played by Nikki Taylor (Aunt Eller), 
John Earwood (Curly), Shelley Gould 
(Laurey), Phil Redgrave (Jud Fry), Sally 
Wheeler (Ado Annie), Dale Waterworth 
(Will Parker) and Ian Metcalfe (Ali Hakim). 
A donation from proceeds will go to 
BBLOCõs charity for the year, the Youth 
Cancer Trust. This is a small national char-
ity that provides free activity-based holidays 
at Tracy Ann House in Bournemouth for 
young people between the ages of 14 and 30 
who are living in the United Kingdom or 
Irish Republic, or are patients of hospitals 
in the UK, and are suffering with cancer. 
Youngsters can go on a holiday if they have 
been in remission for up to five years, and 
can be accompanied by a sibling or friend.  
Richard, one of the patients who has bene-
fited from a holiday at Tracy Ann House 
said, ôThe thing that sets the Youth Cancer 
Trust apart from other charities is that it 
doesnõt just provide a place for ill people to 
go, it provides a refuge from real life, a 
break from the hardship of treatment and 
recovery that people with cancer have to 
face. More than that, it enables people to 
achieve experiences that they thought they 
would never have again. What the Youth 
Cancer Trust achieves is incredible and I 
canõt thank them enough.õ 
 
***********************************  
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ADO ANNIE (SALLY WHEELER), ALI HAKIM (IAN METCALFE), LAUREY 
(SHELLEY GOULD) AND CURLY (JOHN EARWOOD), PLUS FOUR -LEGGED 
FRIENDS (TOO SHY TO GIVE THEIR NAMES), POSE FOR A PUBLICITY SHOT FOR 
BBLOCõS OKLAHOMA!, WHICH PLAYS THE PAVILION FROM APRIL 29 TO MAY 2. 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

 
1. Which Bernard Shaw character was contemptuous of ômiddle class moral-
ityõ? 
 
2. Which recently deceased English playwright started in rep under the stage 
name David Baron? 
 
3. Which part of a theatre derives its name from the Latin for ôI hearõ? 
 
4. In the musical Blood Brothers, what are the names of the two brothers? 
 
5. Which Gilbert and Sullivan opera begins with a group of fairies singing 
ôTripping Hither, Tripping Hitherõ? 
 
6. In Shakespeareõs Hamlet, how did Polonius meet his end? 
 
7. Who wrote the music and lyrics to the musical Mack and Mabel? 
 
8. Which London theatre started life as the Royal Coburg? 
 
9. ôOnly dull people are brilliant at breakfastõ. Which Oscar Wilde play does 
this come from? 
 
10. Which musical centres round the Bollywood film industry?   
  
 

 

ANSWERS 

1. Alfred Doolittle in Pygmalion; 2. Harold Pinter; 3. Auditorium; 4. Mickey & Eddie;    
5. Iolanthe; 6. He is stabbed by Hamlet whilst spying, hidden behind an arras; 7. Jerry 
Herman; 8. The Old Vic; 9. An Ideal Husband; 10. Bombay Dreams  
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WIMBORNE Musical Theatre Society currently requires more males to join its existing 
chorus to dance and sing in several numbers during the forthcoming production. Some 
smaller acting roles may also be available. The show is Hello Dolly!, which will be per-
formed at the Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne, from June 23-27. 
The company rehearses at the Merley Community Centre from 7.45pm on Thursday, and 
sometimes Friday, evenings. Sunday afternoon rehearsals start nearer the production date. 
If you are interested and can commit to these rehearsal times please contact Sylvia Walpole 
on 07973 285334. 

IF you like the music of yesteryear and have access to the internet, you will, Iõm sure, be 
interested in Retro Jukebox (www.retrojukebox.biz), which plays music from almost every 
decade of the 20th century up to the 1960s. 
It is the brainchild of Walkford-based ukulele supremo Andy Eastwood, who you may have 
seen on tour with Ken Dodd or with the Weõll Meet Again Company. His radio station 
plays the songs you probably wonõt hear on the more commercial stations ð when I was 
listening the other evening I caught Arthur Askeyõs Bee Song, Music While You Work (very 
appropriate, since I was getting this issue together) and numbers by Anne Shelton and Vera 
Lynn, while the night before one of the selections was The Moveõs 1967 hit Flowers In The 
Rain. The programme currently has a 1940s theme to tie in with Andyõs current Weõll Meet 
Again Tour , which you can catch at the Regent Centre, Christchurch, on May 12 and at 
Bournemouth Pier the following night. 
Andy appears in the Ken Dodd Happiness Show at Poole Lighthouse on April 11. 

THIS AND THAT  

FERNDOWN Drama Group will be performing the haunting comedy Ghost Writer, by 
David Tristram, at the Barrington Theatre, Ferndown, from April 22-25 at 7.45pm. 
At the last night party of Hamlet, attended by Edward Pinfold (promising playwright) and 
his wife (the tempestuous actress Ruby), tragedy struck when Ruby was found dead from 
an overdose of pills and booze. The theatre world went into a state of mourning that lasted 
barely into the afternoon! We join the story one year later, where Edward remains deeply 
affected and is now living in a seedy bedsité 
Paul Marcus directs, and his cast is Chaz Davenport, Kevin Dicker, Dawn Hollington, Bob 
Johnson, Jenny Sibley and Cathy Williamson. 
Tickets are available from the box office on 01202 894858.   

SIR Peter Ustinov on pleasing your audience: I believe that the theatre is a place where 
anything is permissible as long as the audience, in the main, is kept awake.   
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STOP PRESS 

DESPITE the appalling weather outside as 
I am writing, summer is approaching ð and 
by the time you read this the Chichester 
Festival Theatre season, made up of four 
world premieres, six plays and one classic 
musical, will have begun, a month earlier 
than last year.  
First off, and running until April 11, is The 
Last Cigarette, by Simon Gray and Hugh 
Whitemore. 
This production, in the Minerva Theatre, 
stars Felicity Kendal, Nicholas Le Prevost 
and Jasper Britton, and is directed by Rich-
ard Eyre. 
Noel Cowardõs Hay Fever, with Diana Rigg 
and Simon Williams,  is in the main theatre 
from April 9-May 2, and  is followed by 
Cyrano de Bergerac, directed by Trevor 
Nunn and starring Joseph Fiennes, from 
May 8-30. 
Ronald Harwoodõs Taking Sides and Col-
laboration returns to the Minerva from 
April 28-May 16 after its sell-out perform-
ances in 2008, and next comes Friedrich 
Schillerõs Wallenstein, with Iain Glen in the 
title role, from May 22-June 13. 
Chichesterõs tradition of a large-scale musi-
cal continues with Rodgers and Hammer-
steinõs Oklahoma!, which plays in the main 
house  from  June 5-August 29 with a cast 
that includes Louise Plowright as Aunt 
Eller. 
The remaining plays in the Minerva season 
are Heidi Thomasõ play about the Romanov 
family during the Russian Revolution, The 
House of Special Purpose,  from June 20-
August 22, and Lucy Prebbleõs Enron, 
based on one of the most infamous scan-
dals in financial history, running from July 
11-August 29. 

In the main house, John Steinbeckõs The 
Grapes of Wrath runs from July 10-August 
28, and Stephanie Cole stars in Terence 
Rattiganõs Separate Tables from September 
10-October 3. 
Booking for all shows is now open, and 
tickets, priced from £11 ð £36, are available 
from the box office on 01243 781312 or 
online at www.cft.org.uk  
 
***********************************      
BROADSTONE  Players were runners-up 
in this yearõs Dorset Drama League Festival 
held at Shaftesbury on March 6&7.  Their 
play, Jimmy Chinnõs In Room Five Hun-
dred and Four, tells a bitter-sweet wartime 
story of a young couple, Edie and Harry, 
spending a one-night honeymoon in 
Skegness in February before Harry is posted 
abroad.  The scenes are linked by an Older 
Edie recalling that time.  We just know that 
Harry will never return.  Rob Cording won 
the Leslie Banks Best Actor Trophy for his 
performance as Harry.  The other parts 
were played by Anastasia Marshall as Edie, 
Andy Bennett as the world-weary hotel 
manager and Lyn Greene as the Older Edie. 
The Dorset Drama League organises the 
first round in the All England Theatre Festi-
val.  Succeeding rounds are the Southern 
Division, the Western Semi-final, the Eng-
lish Final and the British Final.  The Broad-
stone team now have to wait patiently until 
after the Hampshire round at the end of 
March, their winning play will go through as 
of right and the next three highest scores 
from both festivals will also go through to 
the Southern Division Final.  This will be 
held at Hanger Farm Arts centre, Totton, 
on Saturday April 18. 
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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