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EDITORIAL  
 

THOSE who know me are only too aware of my dislike of the chatterers, 
coughers and sweet eaters who seem hell-bent on ruining other theatre-
goersõ concentration, so imagine how I felt a couple of weeks ago when I 
found four such people a couple of rows in front of me, and only a few feet 
away from the performers too. Despite having ðpresumably ð paid for tick-
ets, they talked, laughed, drank, ate, scrabbled around on the floor when they 
dropped their sweets and rustled their crisp packets to make absolutely sure 
they hadnõt missed any remaining crumbs. Glares from those around them 
made not one iota of difference ð but oh, the power of theatre. As the show 
drew towards its heart-rending conclusion our merry quartet finally realised 
that there was something worth watching in front of them, and, if the hand-
kerchiefs at their eyes were any indication, were clearly moved by what they 
saw.  Victory, when it comes, is sweet indeed.  

  
                            Linda Kirkman 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHATõS INSIDE 
 

Page 4 : Whatõs Happening  
Page 5 : Noises Off 
Page 6 : Previews 
Page 7 : Itõs Competition Time!  
Page 8 : Previews 
Page 10 : Previews 
Page 11 : Previews 
Page 12 : How Well Do You Know Your Theatre? 
Page 13 : Stop Press 
Page 15 : About Our Sponsors 
 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 
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Oklahoma!: BBLOC, Pavilion, Bourne-
mouth ð April 29 ð May 2 at 7.30pm, mats 
Thurs & Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £14.50, 
concs. £12.50. Family & group tickets avail-
able. Box office: 0870 111 3000 
 
Relatively Speaking: Tarrant Valley Play-
ers, Ann Biddlecombe Hall, Tarrant Keyn-
ston ð April 30-May 2 at 7.30pm. Tickets £5 
adults, £3 u16s. Box office: 01747 
852868/01258 453301 
 
Festival Of Performing Arts: CADArts, 
Regent Centre, Christchurch ð May 4 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £5 adults, children £2.50. 
Box office: 01202 499199 
 
Caught In The Net: Broadstone Players, 
War Memorial Hall, Broadstone ð May 12-
16 at 8pm. Tickets £6 (2 for 1 Tues only) 
from Broadstone News, The Broadway. 
Some tickets always available at door. 
 
Nunsense 2: RAODS, Plaza Theatre, 
Romsey ð May 18-23 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £9 & £11. Box office: 
01794 512987 
 
Oliver!: Poole & Parkstone Productions, 
Lighthouse, Poole - May 20-23 at 7.30pm, 
mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets from £10 adults, 
child £5. Box office: 0844 406 8666 
 
Nickelodeon Nights: Pelhamsõ People, 
Kinson Community Centre ð May 22&23 at 
7.45pm. Tickets £6, concs. £4.50. Box of-
fice: 01202 572826 
 

Rhinoceros: Arena Theatre, Regent Centre 
Studio, Christchurch ð May 26-28. Tickets 
£7.50 (multibuy option available ð see pre-
view for details). Box office: 01202 499199 
 
Blithe Spirit: New Forest Players, Perform-
ing Arts Centre, Ballard School, New Mil-
ton ð May 27-30 at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 
adults, £5 child 14 & under. Box office: 
0845 166 8775 
 
Abigailõs Party: Purbeck Players, Mowlem 
Theatre, Swanage ð May 27-30 at 7.30pm. 
Box office: 01929 422239 
 
Appointment With Death: Poulner Play-
ers, Poulner Church Hall, Linford Road, 
Ringwood ð May 27-30 at 7.30pm. Box 
office: 01425 471028 
 
Martha, Josie and the Chinese Elvis: 
@theatre Productions, Pier Theatre, 
Bournemouth ð June 1-6 at 8pm. Tickets 
£10, concs. £8. Box office: 01202 306126 
 
Kiss Me Kate: Milton Musical Society, Re-
gent Centre, Christchurch ð June 3-6 at 
7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £10 (Sat 
eve £12).  Box office: 01202 499199 
 
Les Femmes Fatales: Ringwood Musical 
& Dramatic Society Choir, Trinity Church, 
Ringwood ð June 4; St Maryõs Church, 
Ferndown ð June 8; Parish Church, Ring-
wood ð June 9. All concerts at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £6 at door or Carr & Neave 
 
Witness For The Prosecution: Wimborne 
Drama, Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne ð June 4-
6 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £8 
eves, £7 mat. Box office: 01202 885566 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  

PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING TICKETS.  
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NOISES OFF 

THOSE of you who were patrons of Win-
ton-based drama group St Lukeõs Players 
will possibly remember Katherine Senior, 
who trod the boards with them from the 
age of 13 before going on to study at Cyg-
net Theatre Training and becoming a pro-
fessional actress. 
She, her partner Matt and other Cygnet 
connections have now formed their own 
company, Creative Cow ð the name coming 
from the fact that the companyõs HQ and 
rehearsal space are based on a Devon farm 
that is home to many cows. Creative Cow is 
currently touring with The Anniversary, 
which will be at the Pier Theatre in Bourne-
mouth from May 14-16 at 8pm. For tickets, 
price £12.50 (concessions £10), call the box 
office on 01202 306126. 
For further details see the website 
www.creativecow.co.uk     
The company, like most theatre groups, 
needs every penny it can get ð and you can 
help them. If you add http://
creativecow.easysearch.org.uk/ as a tab on 
your internet browser, each time you com-
plete an internet search using this web 
browser Creative Cow will earn a little 
something. 
 
***********************************  
WITHSTANDING the slings and arrows 
of outraged luvvies is all part and parcel of 
the job of a theatre critic. If you take a look 
at Highcliffe Charity Playersõ very fine web-
site (www.highcliffecharityplayers.com) you 
can vent your wrath by playing Critic Invad-
ers, in which you get a chance to shoot the 
critic before they reach the stage. 
As a critic, I make no further commenté 
 
***********************************  
 

BENEDICT  Theocleous, originally from 
Bournemouth, has been away from his 
home town for five years cementing his 
acting career in the West End of London, 
and now having formed his own theatre 
production company he is bringing one of 
his shows to The Bournemouth Pier Thea-
tre in its 50th anniversary year. 
Benedict started his budding acting career at 
St.Peter's school in Bournemouth where he 
studied drama. He went on to read theatre 
studies at Bournemouth and Poole College 
before embarking on a drama course at the 
renowned Cygnet Training Theatre in Exe-
ter where he graduated in 2004. 
Benedict went on to form @theatre Pro-
ductions, his vision to produce high quality 
plays and to give a variety of actors a chance 
to showcase their talents. His first major 
production ð Martha, Josie and the Chinese 
Elvis made its debut in London to rave 
reviews from the press. 
The same play is now to be shown at the 
Bournemouth Pier Theatre from June 1-6, 
and Benedict has just started sourcing the 
local cast and contractors. 
Talking of his company, Benedict said: 
òThe idea behind the company is really  just 
to make high quality theatre accessible to 
everyone. I grew up in Bournemouth so it is 
great to be able to give something back to 
the area. The Pier Theatre is where I saw 
my first play so it makes me feel quite nos-
talgic as this is where it all started.ó 
Written by Charlotte Jones, author of the 
acclaimed West End hit Humble Boy, Mar-
tha, Josie and the Chinese Elvis is a loveable 
combination of eccentric characters and a 
surprising series of incidents that leads to a 
magical conclusion in this distinctive hilari-
ous comedy.  
 



 

6 

 
PREVIEWS 

LYMINGTON Playersõ Spring produc-
tion, which runs at the Malt Hall Theatre, 
Lymington Community Centre from  April 
28 ð May 2, is Richard Harrisõ hilarious 
comedy, Outside Edge. 
Itõs the afternoon of the village cricket 
match ð a needle match against a side that 
Roger, the Captain, deeply wants to beat. 
He has selected his players, but personal 
rivalries and domestic and romantic compli-
cations with the various wives and girl-
friends prevents them from focusing on 
their game. On top of having to deal with 
these problems, Rogerõs loyal and loving 
wife, the clubõs champion tea-maker, seems 
to be rebelling as well. As the clubhouse 
lurches from crisis to crisis, how will it all 
end? 
 
***********************************  
ALAN Ayckbournõs Relatively Speaking is 
being performed by Tarrant Valley Players 
from April 30 ð May 2 at the Ann Biddle-
combe Hall, Tarrant Keynston. 
Greg and Ginny are in  love and planning to 
be married. Greg finds a strange pair of 
slippers under the bed, and although he 
tries to find a rational explanation he is a 
little suspicious. When Ginny goes off for a 
day to the country ð supposedly to visit her 
parents but actually to break things off with 
her older married lover, Philip ð Greg de-
cides to follow her. Showing up unan-
nounced before Ginny, Greg asks for her 
hand from the man he thinks is her father, 
while Philip mistakenly believes that the 
strange young man is asking for permission 
to marry Sheila, his somewhat befuddled 
wife. The situation is further complicated by 
a series of hilarious misunderstandings until 
no-one is sure who is in love with whom. 
 

BROADSTONE Playersõ May production, 
at the War Memorial Hall, is Caught In The 
Net, which is directed by Barry Baynton. 
Time has flown in this play for the charac-
ters Ray Cooney created in his farce Run 
For Your Wife. That was about John Smith, 
who had married and set up home with 
Mary in Wimbledon and Barbara in Streat-
ham, with John and his friend Stanley suc-
ceeding in keeping the wives from meeting 
each other. Caught In The Net finds John 
and Stanley seventeen years later trying to 
keep Johnõs children apart from each other. 
Expect impossible situations, incredible 
explanations, wild misunderstandings and 
lots of laughs! 
 
***********************************  
OVER in Romsey RAODS will be donning 
their habits in style when they perform Dan 
Gogginõs Nunsense 2 at the Plaza Theatre 
from May 18-23. 
Nunsense 2: The Second Coming takes 
place six weeks after the Sisters of Hoboken 
staged their first benefit. They are back pre-
senting a ôthank-youõ show for all the people 
who have supported them. This gets off to 
a rousing start as they sing Nunsense, the 
Magic Word ð but before long chaos erupts. 
Two Franciscans come to claim Sister Mary 
Amnesia as one of their own. At the same 
time the nuns hear that a talent scout is in 
the audience to see them strut their stuff. 
From the riotous bingo game run by Sister 
Amnesia to the hilarious duet, What Would 
Elvis Do?, to the rousing finale, Thereõs 
Only One Way To End Your Prayers and 
Thatõs To Say Amen, this show should have 
you rolling in the aisles! 
 
***********************************  
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Bournemouth Gilbert & Sullivan Society 
2009 Production 

 
HMS PINAFORE  

27th ð 31st October at Lighthouse Theatre, Poole 
(4 evenings and 2 matinees) 

 
MALE DANCERS REQUIRED (aged 16 & over) 

 
Choreography rehearsals 2 weeks July and 2 weeks October with some music 

rehearsals in May and June 
 

We need Male Dancers for the Menõs Chorus. Basic Dance skills including some tap 
dancing essential. The dancers will also be required to sing or at least mouth the 
words, especially when not dancing. This is an opportunity for amateur male dancers 
to be involved in a local high-quality production directed by professional producer 
Alan Spencer, with orchestra directed by Jean Holt. 
 
If you are interested please contact Neil Winkley on 07714 693637 or Vicki Lavies on 
01202 513706. Website www.bournemouthgands.org.uk   

ITõS COMPETITION TIME! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You may enter one or both competitions, and your answers should be sent to 
Scene One, Ashmoor Lodge, Ham Lane, Hampreston, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 
7LT or sceneone@talktalk.net by WEDNESDAY MAY 20TH. Please include 
your name, address and telephone number.  

ELLEN KENT & AMPHITHEA-
TRE PRODUCTIONSõ SPEC-
TACULAR TURANDOT COMES 
TO BOURNEMOUTH PAVIL-
ION ON SUNDAY MAY 31.  
 
SCENE ONE IS OFFERING A 
PAIR OF TICKETS TO THE 
FIRST ENTRY DRAWN THAT 
CORRECTLY IDENTIFIES THE 
WELL -KNOWN ARIA, MADE 
FAMOUS BY PAVAROTTI, THAT 
IS SUNG IN THIS OPERA.  

@THEATRE PRODUCTIONSõ 
MARTHA, JOSIE & THE CHI-
NESE ELVIS IS COMING TO 
BOURNEMOUTH PIER THEA-
TRE FROM JUNE 1-6. 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
PAIR OF TICKETS FOR THE 
OPENING NIGHT, SIMPLY AN-
SWER THE FOLLOWING 
QUESTION: WHICH ANNIVER-
SARY IS THE PIER THEATRE 
CELEBRATING THIS YEAR?  
a) 25 b) 50 c) 75. 
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TO  celebrate its 90th anniversary, the award 
winning Poole and Parkstone Productions 
will be performing one of the greatest musi-
cals of all time at Lighthouse, Poole from 
May 20-23. 
Oliver! is the story of a young orphaned boy 
who, after suffering incredible cruelty and 
hardship at the hands of those placed in 
charge of him, runs away to London where 
he unwittingly falls in with the criminal Fa-
gin and his gang of pick-pocketing boys.  
Under the watchful eyes of Fagin and his 
former student, the intimidating Bill Sikes, 
Oliver is shown the tricks of the trade by 
the Artful Dodger, head of the gang.  His 
only comfort in this sinister underworld is 
kind-hearted but downtrodden Nancy, Bill 
Sikesõ girlfriend.  After an attempted rob-
bery goes wrong, Oliver finds the life he 
always wanted when he is taken in by a 
wealthy gentleman.  However, Fagin and 
Sikes, terrified of being found out, persuade 
Nancy to bring the young boy back, but 
when she realises his life is in danger, she 
risks her own to get Oliver his happy end-
ing. 
With an astonishing twist in the tale, the 
story of Oliver has delighted audiences for 
years both onstage and on the big screen 
with classics such as Consider Yourself, 
Oom Pah Pah, Iõd Do Anything and many 
more. 
P&P is proud to bring some amazingly tal-
ented local youngsters to the Lighthouse 
stage alongside a stellar cast from the soci-
ety.  Over 150 children auditioned for the 
show, from whom were drawn two teams. 
The adult leads are played by Claire-Louise 
Orchard (Nancy), Adrian Lane (Bill Sikes) 
and Alex Cook (Fagin).  

P&P was formed in 1919. The first musical, 
Sherwoodõs Queen, took place at Brank-
some Liberal Hall at the end of 1920. This 
was the first of 78 musicals presented to the 
public of Poole and Bournemouth over the 
last 90 years.  The first 30 years were domi-
nated by  Gilbert and Sullivan operettas and 
after a short break during the war P&P re-
sumed with Iolanthe in 1947. This was their 
penultimate G&S performance, their last 
being The Yeomen of the Guard in 1949, 
before moving into the modern era of the 
musical. P&P have since put on shows such 
as Showboat, The Merry Widow, Hello 
Dolly, and, more recently, Hot Mikado and 
Annie Get Your Gun. 
They now perform at the Lighthouse Con-
cert Hall, Theatre and Studio, and at the 
Regent Centre in Christchurch each year. A 
musical is performed in the spring and a 
concert each autumn. These began in 1983 
as traditional concerts consisting mostly of 
static chorus numbers and solos. Under the 
inspirational leadership of the Producer at 
the time, the late and much loved Joanne 
Chapman, more movement was introduced 
and the concerts gradually evolved into 
spectacular shows and became a genuine 
local institution.  
Several years ago the company changed its 
name to Poole & Parkstone Productions, 
which consists of P&P Musicals, P&P Sing-
ers and P&P Players. All three groups per-
form to an award-winning standard and will 
be taking part in Oliver!, so you are advised 
not to miss what will surely be a legendary 
production and a worthy celebration of 
P&Põs 90 year existence.  
 
***********************************  

 
PREVIEWS 
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PREVIEWS 

ARENA Theatreõs new season at the Re-
gent Centre Studio begins on May 26 with 
the classic Absurdist play, Rhinoceros by 
Eugene Ionesco. 
The play concerns the inhabitants of an un-
named French town whose Sunday coffee is 
disturbed by the arrival on their streets of a 
rampaging rhinoceros, followed soon after 
by more and more of them. Gradually the 
characters realise that the rhinoceroses are 
in fact people who have transformed them-
selves. The reasons why they do so, and 
why one man resists until the end, are ex-
plored in a fast-paced comedy rich with 
absurdity and humour and peopled by an 
array of unforgettably over-the-top charac-
ters, all played to a soundtrack of crashing 
hooves and melodious pachyderms. 
Rhinoceros has been described as both 
òone of the most essential plays of the 
Twentieth centuryó and also the inspiration 
for many a good zombie film! It was first 
performed in the UK at Londonõs Strand 
Theatre in 1960, starring Laurence Olivier 
and Maggie Smith as Berenger and Daisy, 
and a notable 1974 Broadway version won 
comedian Zero Mostel a coveted Tony 
award for the role of Jean. 
The timing of the production is both auspi-
cious ð this year marks not only the 50th 
anniversary of the playõs publication, but 
interest in Ionesco is resurgent, with a 
Broadway production of his play Exit The 
King, starring Susan Sarandon and Jeffrey 
Rush, currently running to great reviews ð 
and also timely, as the theme of retaining 
oneõs individuality in the face of oppression 
is still just as relevant now, if not more so, 
as it was when he wrote the play. 
 

Ionesco was inspired by witnessing the self-
justification for, and collusion in, the Nazi 
regime by many of the occupied French in 
WW2. 
The cast is Justin Bikram, Peter Beebee, Kat 
Oscier, Paul Nelson, Rachael Towler, Jane 
Haynes, John King, Hayley Curran and Tim 
Wallace-Abbot. 
Arenaõs season then continues in August 
with the amateur premiere in this area of 
the international smash hit, Art, by Yazmina 
Reza (whose God Of Carnage is also now 
running on Broadway), followed in Septem-
ber by the much-loved Ladiesõ Day by 
Amanda Whittington, and in November by 
Richard Sheridanõs classic Restoration com-
edy The Rivals. Tickets are £7.50 each, but 
there is a multibuy option of one ticket for 
any three shows £19.50 or all four for £27. 
Call the box office on 01202 499199. 
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PREVIEWS 

PELHAMSõ People are performing Nick-
elodeon Nights at Kinson Community Cen-
tre for two nights on May 22 & 23. 
This is their eighth show and promises to 
be a lively and colourful evening of music, 
dancing and comedy sketches. 
Why not join them for a nostalgic trip 
through the melodies, ballads and rock ônõ 
roll of the 1950s? Sit back and enjoy the 
costumes and sing along to your favourite 
songs. Guaranteed to get your foot tapping 
ð you may even feel the urge to dance in the 
aisles! 
The companyõs previous productions are 
Hits From The Blitz, Christmas Medley, 
Magical Moments, Tin Pan Alley, Far Away 
Places, Reach For The Stars, A Breeze 
Through Broadway and London Pride. 
 
***********************************  
NEW Forest Players were to be staging 
John Osborneõs classic Play Look Back In 
Anger as their next production, but a pro-
fessional version in Salisbury forced them to 
change their plans and audiences can now 
see Noel Cowardõs ôImprobable Farceõ 
Blithe Spirit, which takes place at The Per-
forming Arts Centre, Ballard School, New 
Milton, from May 27-30. 
Novelist Charles Condomine and his wife, 
Ruth, have invited their friends Dr and Mrs 
Bradman to join them for drinks and dinner 
with a local clairvoyant, Madame Arcati. 
Charles is planning a novel about a homi-
cidal spiritualist and wants to observe the 
behaviour of Madame Arcati during a sé-
ance after dinner. The Bradmans arrive and 
the four friends discuss Madame Arcati, 
sure that she will be a harmless fraud. 
 
 

After dinner the séance begins and, much to 
the surprise of the two couples, there are 
supernatural manifestations ð the table 
trembles, Madame Arcati falls into a trance, 
and Charles hears the voice of Elvira, his 
first wife, whom he loved dearly but who 
died several years ago. Frightened, he wakes 
Madame Arcati, and the party breaks up ð 
but this is only the beginning! 
Gillian Pitt directs, and her cast is PJ Ste-
vens, Kate Carr, Emily Jane Charge, Adam 
Ogilvie, Fiona Sinclair, Petra Maguire and 
Francesca Farrow. 
 
***********************************  
PURBECK Players turn back to the 1970s 
for their next production when they present 
Mike Leighõs 1977 play Abigailõs Party, di-
rected by Tony Hessey and at the Mowlem 
Theatre, Swanage, from May 27-30. 
This suburban situation comedy of manners 
is a satire on the aspirations and tastes of 
the new middle class that emerged in Britain 
in the 1970s. 
The original play starred Alison Steadman 
(then Mrs Mike Leigh) as Beverly, with Tim 
Stern as her husband, Laurence. They are 
holding a drinks party for their new 
neighbours Angela and her husband Tony, 
and another neighbour, Susan, is also in-
vited. Abigail herself is never seen ð she is 
Susanõs 15-year-old daughter, who is hold-
ing her first teenage party next door. 
The gathering starts off in a stiff, British 
middle-class way as the virtual strangers 
tentatively gather, until Beverly and Laur-
ence start sniping at each other. As Beverly 
serves more drinks and the alcohol takes 
effect, she flirts more and more overtly with 
Tony, as Laurence sits impotently by ð until 
tragedy strikes.  
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

 
1. Who is the strolling singer accompanying Jack Point in The Yeomen of 
the Guard? 
 
2. In Shakespeareõs A Midsummer Nightõs Dream, Puck is joined by four 
fairies. Name them. 
 
3. What form of staging is a traverse? 
 
4. In the musical The Music Man there are 76 trombones, but how many 
cornets? 
 
5. In the play Death of a Salesman, how does Willy Loman die? 
 
6. Who wrote the music and lyrics for Annie Get Your Gun? 
 
7. Who wrote the play Entertaining Mr Sloane? 
 
8. The song I Am What I Am features in which musical? 
 
9. When whisky is required to be used on stage, what is normally used as a 
substitute? 
 
10. In which year did Sir Laurence Olivier die? 
 

 

ANSWERS 

1. Elsie Maynard;  2. Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Moth, Mustardseed;  3. Where the audi-
ence is seated on either side of the actors;  4. 110;  5. He commits suicide by crashing his 
car;  6. Irving Berlin;  7. Joe Orton;  8. La Cage Aux Folles;  9. Cold tea;  10. 1989     
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STOP PRESS 

FOLLOWING the amazing launch of 
Ellen Kent & Amphitheatre Productions 
last autumn, they continue to tour the UK 
& Ireland with a new spectacular interpreta-
tion of the classic opera Turandot, which 
comes to Bournemouth Pavilion Theatre on 
May 31. 
Turandot is presented in celebration of 
Pavarottiõs life, highlighting the unforgetta-
ble aria Nessun Dorma. Ellen Kent was 
inspired to produce her first opera in 1993 
by Pavarottiõs performance at the 1990 
World Cup which opened up opera to the 
masses.  
Ancient China is brought to life with the 
Terracotta Army gazing down from the set 
in this epic production. There is also a fabu-
lous Kathakali dance sequence, based on 
the South Indian Kathakali Devil Dance, 
portraying Turandotõs thirst for the blood-
shed of her failed suitors. 
Children from Stagecoach Theatre Arts, 
Poole, will be appearing in this production. 
Box office: 0844 576 3000 
 
***********************************   
MILTON Musical Society members are 
currently brushing up their Shakespeare, 
among other things, in readiness for their 
production of Kiss Me Kate, which opens 
at the Regent Centre  on June 3.  
This musical version of The Taming Of 
The Shrew, in which on-stage and off-stage 
events have a tendency to combine alarm-
ingly, is packed full of well-known numbers 
such as Why Canõt You Behave, So In Love, 
Wunderbar, Were Thine That Special Face, 
Too Darn Hot, Brush Up Your Shake-
speare, I Hate Men, Always True To You In 
My Fashion and Another Opõninõ, Another 
Show . 

Val Luke directs, Alison Peach is musical 
director, and the cast includes real-life hus-
band and wife Max White & Michele 
Moulin-White as Fred/Petruchio & Lilli/
Katharine, with Gaynor Adnett as Lois/
Bianca, Lee OõNeal AS Bill/Lucentio, Marie 
Coltman as Hattie and Syd Young and Ray 
Adnett as the gangsters. 
 
***********************************  
CANDLELIGHT Opera specialise in 
performing opera inside historic houses and 
venues of special interest. On June 14 the 
newly refurbished Ballroom at Bourne-
mouthõs Royal Bath Hotel provides an ideal 
setting for a Gala performance of Verdiõs 
Otello which will be beautifully costumed in 
period dress. 
Former international opera star (and local 
singing teacher) Jon Andrew will come out 
of retirement to sing the massive title role in 
this specially staged performance, which 
also stars Jayne Strand as Desdemona and 
Jonathan Prentice as Iago. 
There will be more on this in the next issue, 
but tickets, price £25, are selling fast so if 
you want to be there call the box office now 
on 0844 561 1921.    
 
***********************************  
POULNER Players have an Appointment 
With Death at the end of May when they 
present Agatha Christieõs play of that name. 
Hercule Poirot arrives in Jerusalem for a 
vacation and takes up residence in the Hotel 
Solomon. On his first night he overhears a 
suggestion that someone is to be killed, and 
when the Boynton family, headed by the 
odious matriarch Mrs Boynton, depart for 
Petra, he soon learns the identity of the 
victim...  
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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