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EDITORIAL  
 

I began this issue in a brown study ð that is to say I was in a room 
with brown walls, not that I was absorbed in my thoughts. Well, per-
haps I was actually, as my mind was on what colour we should deco-
rate in. I had a yen for red, and for several days I gazed at various 
shades of exotically-named reds with which we had adorned the walls, 
before I decided that I hated them all ð so if anyone wants any tester 
potsé Now, close on deadline, the wall in front of me is a sunny 
Maria Theresa Yellow, and my husband is urging me to finish this is-
sue so that he can get on with the painting before the man comes to 
measure up for the new carpet. The trouble is that I just donõt know 
what colour I want, and I only have a few days to make a decision. 
Good job Iõm not so indecisive in my professional life, or youõd be 
looking at sixteen blank pages!   

  
                            Linda Kirkman 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHATõS INSIDE 
 

Page 4 : Whatõs Happening  
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Page 6 : Previews 
Page 7 : Kiss Me Kate  
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Page 10 : Previews 
Page 11 : Previews 
Page 12 : How Well Do You Know Your Theatre? 
Page 13 : Previews 
Page 14 : Previews 
Page 15 : About Our Sponsors 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 
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Martha, Josie and the Chinese Elvis: 
@theatre Productions, Pier Theatre, 
Bournemouth ð June 1-6 at 8pm. Tickets 
£10, concs. £8. Box office: 01202 306126 
 
Kiss Me Kate: Milton Musical Society, Re-
gent Centre, Christchurch ð June 4-6 at 
7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £10 (Sat 
eve £12).  Box office: 01202 499199 
 
Les Femmes Fatales: Ringwood Musical 
& Dramatic Society Choir, Trinity Church, 
Ringwood ð June 4; St Maryõs Church, 
Ferndown ð June 8; Parish Church, Ring-
wood ð June 9. All concerts at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £6 at door or  from Carr & Neave 
 
Witness For The Prosecution: Wimborne 
Drama, Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne ð June 4-
6 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £8 
eves, £7 mat. Box office: 01202 885566 
 
Itõs Never Too Late: Bournemouth Little 
Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton ð 
June 8-13 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50, concs. 
available. Box office: 01202 417484 (8-9pm) 
 
Turn Your Radio On: Unison Theatrical 
Choir, Barrington Theatre, Ferndown ð 
June 12 & 13 at 7.45pm. Box office: 01202 
894858 
 
Otello: Candlelight Opera, Royal Bath Ho-
tel, Bournemouth ð June 14 at 7pm. Tickets 
£18 & £15. Box office: 0844 561 1921 
 
Itõs Showtime!: Penny Serenaders, Friends 
Meeting House, Wharncliffe Road, Bos-
combe ð June 22 at 7.15pm. Admission free 
 
 

Brassed Off: RAODS, Plaza Theatre, 
Romsey ð June 22-27 at 7.30pm. Tickets £9. 
Box office: 01794 512987 
 
Hello Dolly : Wimborne Musical Theatre 
Society, Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne ð June 
23-27 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets 
£14, some concs available. Box office: 
01202 885566 
 
Seeds Of Doubt: KCA Players, Kinson 
Community Centre ð June 23,25,26,27 at 
7.45pm. Box office: 01202 572826 
 
Run For Your Wife: Knollsea Productions, 
Mowlem Theatre, Swanage ð June 24-27 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £7 adults, £6 concs. Box 
office: 01929 422239 
 
Sunday Night Is Music Night : After 
Eight, The Cast Offs & BBLOC, Regent 
Centre, Christchurch ð June 28 at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10, concs. £9. Box office: 01202 
499199 
 
The Rink: Music Theatre South, Hanger 
Farm Arts Centre, Totton ð July 2-4 at 
7.45pm. Tickets £10. Box office: 023 80 
667683 
 
Caught In The Net: Milborne Players, 
Village Hall, Milborne St Andrew ð July 3-5. 
Box office: 01258 837174 
 
A To Z Of Music: P&P Singers, Layard 
Theatre, Canford School, Wimborne ð July 
4 at 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50. Box office: 
01258 840080 or tickets@pandp.org.uk 
 
 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING  
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NOISES OFF 

BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Club 
will be performing William Nicholsonõs  
Shadowlands at Jameson Road at the end of 
October, and director Patricia Richardson 
will soon be holding open auditions.  
The play is the poignant, humorous, unsen-
timental and ultimately optimistic story of 
shy Oxford don and childrenõs author C S 
Lewis ð perhaps best known for The Lion, 
The Witch and The Wardrobe ð and Ameri-
can poet Joy Davidman. 
It is set in the male enclave of academic 
Oxford in the 1950s, when their relation-
ship starts as an exchange of literary corre-
spondence. Lewis had remained a con-
firmed bachelor until his fifties, when he 
met and was enchanted by Joy Davidman. 
Their ensuing encounter with love and suf-
fering led him to reconsider many of the 
beliefs he had held so staunchly before that 
fateful meeting. 
Apart from the two major roles there are 
Joyõs 8 year-old son and five other male 
characters as well as six or seven smaller 
parts. 
There will be a read-through in the Green 
Room at Jameson Road on Friday June 19 
at 7.30pm and auditions in the theatre on 
Sunday June 21 at 6.30pm. If you are inter-
ested in auditioning please contact Patricia 
Richardson on 01202 876007. 
 
***********************************  
WHEN youõre next browsing the internet, 
there is a new and free theatre website ð 
www.tovo.com ð that ôfeatures the worldõs 
first interactive resource; ideal for rehearsal, 
training, education or just having funõ.  
 
***********************************  
 
 

IS there anyone out there who can remem-
ber a Poole College production of The Mi-
kado in the mid 1970s? Were you perhaps 
in it? Local singing coach Rosemary Kay has 
come across her old autograph book with 
signatures of the cast, and she is curious to 
know who played the role of Katisha as she 
is unable to read the signature. If you know 
the answer, please let us know at 
sceneone@talktalk.net and help put Rose-
mary out of her misery. 
 
***********************************  
FOLLOWING  on from the huge success 
of the live broadcasts by satellite from the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York, most of 
which are now playing to capacity audiences 
at the Regent, the General Manager of the 
Centre, Keith Lancing, is pleased to an-
nounce an exciting new initiative, broadcast-
ing live performances from the National 
Theatre in London on to the Regentõs cin-
ema screen. 
The pilot season will launch with Nicholas 
Hytnerõs production of Phedre by Jean 
Racine with Helen Mirren, Margaret Tyzack 
and Dominic Cooper on Thursday 25 June 
at  7.00pm. 
Consumed by an uncontrollable passion for 
her young stepson and believing Theseus, 
her absent husband, to be dead, Phedre 
confesses her darkest desires and enters the 
world of nightmare.  When Theseus returns 
alive and well, Phedre, fearing exposure, 
accuses her stepson of rape.  The result is 
carnage.  This savage play by Jean Racine is 
translated into verse by the late Poet Laure-
ate, Ted Hughes. 
The performance will be filmed in high 
definition and broadcast via satellite to ap-
proximately 150 cinemas across the UK and 
worldwide. 
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PREVIEWS 

@ THEATRE Productions is a self-
funded company created so that founder 
Benedict Theocleous and his team of pro-
fessional actors, experienced performers 
and directors could produce plays to show-
case the talents of its company members. 
Local audiences will have a chance to see 
their next production at the Pier Theatre, 
Bournemouth, from June 1-6.  
Written by Charlotte Jones, author of the 
acclaimed West End hit Humble Boy, Mar-
tha, Josie and the Chinese Elvis is a loveable 
combination of eccentric characters and a 
surprising series of incidents that lead to a 
magical conclusion in this distinctive hilari-
ous comedy. 
The plot follows disillusioned dominatrix, 
Josie, who is not looking forward to her 
birthday. In an attempt to cheer her up, her 
favourite client throws her a birthday party 
with a surprise special guest. The real sur-
prise comes when a visitor from the past 
arrives unannounced and shakes things up, 
creating a mix of comedy, humanity and 
utter ridiculousness. 
The play had rave reviews from a recent run 
in London and it is now coming to Bourne-
mouth with a brand new, local cast. The line
-up boasts an impressive wealth of acting 
experience, with some of the cast fresh 
from BBC dramas. 
Celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year, it 
is unusual for the Pier Theatre to show 
plays such as this but to celebrate the anni-
versary the venueõs management has de-
cided to go back to its theatre roots in an 
attempt to introduce more people to the 
joys of seeing a play in a real theatre. 
 
***********************************  
 
 

 
LES Femmes Fatales is the intriguing title 
given to the RMDS Choirõs summer con-
certs, which take place at various local 
churches on June 4, 8 & 9. 
The choir will sing excerpts from The 
Merry Widow and The Sound of Music, 
Queen numbers, the Requiem and Kyrie 
from the Mozart Requiem, the Gloria from 
Gounodõs St Cecilia Mass, Gershwin songs 
and, in what has become a tradition for this 
group, a selection of folk music from differ-
ent parts of the world. 
Ivy Tan wields the baton, new accompanist 
Jo Corbin will tinkle the ivories and Colin 
Petheram returns with his special brand of 
humour and clarinet solos.  
 
***********************************  
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A rejuvenated Milton Musical Society return to the Regent Centre in June with another reju-
venated show ð this time a revival of Cole Porterõs Kiss Me Kate. This version of the Broad-
way classic opened in New York in 1999 where is won a host of Tony awards, including that 
for Best Revival.   
Another Op'nin' Another Show welcomes you to Baltimore and to the opening of a musical 
version of Shakespeare's The Taming of the Shrew. The cast of the play is on stage and re-
ceiving final instructions from Fred Graham, the director. A play-within-a-play unfolds, 
where each of the four main cast members' on-stage performances is complicated by what is 
happening in his or her off-stage life. Fred takes the roles of director and male lead, 
Petruchio. His ex-wife Lilli, now a movie star with a reputation for being difficult to work 
with, plays Katharine, the shrew. Fred's current love interest, Lois, plays the role of Bianca, 
and the other man in Lois' life, Bill, plays the role of Lucentio.  A gambling debt, two very 
dodgy gangsters, and a very pompous General, all add to the confusion and hilarity before 
peace is restored and both men get their girls in true musical fashion. 
The show is packed full of Cole Porter musical gems including Why Can't You Behave, So 
In Love, Wunderbar, Tom, Dick or Harry, Too Darn Hot, I Hate Men, Always True to You 
(In My Fashion) and the show-stopping Brush Up Your Shakespeare. From This Moment 
On, taken from the 1953 film version of the show, has been added.  
The book was carefully refined, not changed, for the new version. The character Harrison 
Howell has become a General with political ambitions, and adds some topical humour 
which is surprisingly relevant today.  
Directed by Val Luke, choreographed by Shelley Lawler, with Alison Peach (MD) and a five
-piece band led by Alistair Hume, the cast includes: Fred/Petruchio (Max White) Lilli/Kate 
(Michele Moulin White), Lois/Bianca (Gaynor Adnett), Bill/Lucentio (Lee Neal), Hattie 
(Marie Coltman), Paul (Martin Mansfield), Harry/ Baptista (Jonathon Shiner), Gangsters 
(Syd Young & Ray Adnett), General Harrison Howell (Roger Cooper).  

 
KISS ME KATE  
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WIMBORNE  Drama is pleased to be re-
turning to Wimborneõs beautiful Tivoli 
Theatre in June with Agatha Christieõs tense 
courtroom drama Witness for the Prosecu-
tion. The group have enjoyed a triumphant 
year, with the òsuperbly and imaginatively 
directedó (Daily Echo) fast-paced Dickens 
adaptation of Great Expectations last No-
vember and their hysterical production of 
the Ray Cooney farce Run for Your Wife in 
March. Wimborne Drama has always tried 
to offer a diverse programme and the criti-
cally acclaimed Agatha Christie thriller Wit-
ness for the Prosecution provides a suitable 
climax to the year. 
Christie first constructed her play in 1953, 
adapting one of her lesser-known short 
stories Traitor Hands from the novella 
compendium The Hound of Death. She felt 
the theatre needed a more visually dramatic 
and violent ending than the short story of-
fered and adjusted her plotting accordingly. 
She described the opening night of Witness 
for the Prosecution in October 1953 as 
òThe one night at the theatre that will al-
ways stand out in my memory.ó The play 
was a triumph; 468 London performances 
were swiftly followed by a New York 
Drama Criticsõ Circle Award and a stagger-
ing 645 nights on Broadway ð and at the 
same time, a little play called The Mouse-
trap was beginning to make its mark on a 
certain corner of the West End... 
The play achieved immortality when Billy 
Wilder, at the time one of the most success-
ful directors in Hollywood, cast veteran 
English actor Charles Laughton, iconic 
femme fatale Marlene Dietrich and ageing 
matinee idol Tyrone Power in his 1957 film 
version.  

The play centres upon the murder of the 
middle-aged widow Emily French and the 
efforts of the curmudgeonly barrister Sir 
Wilfred Robarts QC as he attempts to extri-
cate the hapless drifter Leonard Vole from 
the almost insurmountable damning evi-
dence he faces. Voleõs only real hope of an 
alibi comes from his enigmatic, ice cool wife 
Romaine. She can testify that Leonard re-
turned home at a time that would not have 
allowed him to commit the murder ð but 
what jury will believe the evidence of a lov-
ing spouse? Things seem even bleaker for 
Leonard when his wife is called to the wit-
ness box, not in his defence but as a sur-
prise witness for the prosecution... 
Director David Pile, no stranger to thrillers 
himself having directed the group in Dial M 
for Murder a couple of years ago, is de-
lighted to be at the helm again for this pro-
duction. òThis intricate piece is all about 
characters ð who will the audience believe? 
Just when you think all is resolved, Christie 
produces one of her trademark twists, keep-
ing the audience guessing to the end.ó 
Wimborne Dramaõs production stars Jer-
emy Austin, Penny Pearson and Paul Dod-
man in the central roles and features a large 
cast of seasoned players in the supporting 
roles, all promising to tell the truth...and 
hang the consequencesé 
 
***********************************  
 

 
PREVIEWS 

 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING FOR SHOWS 
YOU HAVE READ ABOUT 
HERE.  
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BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Clubõs 
next production, at Jameson Road the week 
beginning June 8, is Ron Aldridgeõs comedy 
Itõs Never Too Late. 
What happens when your husband leaves 
you for a younger woman? How do you 
kick-start your life when youõve never had 
to work? How do you cope with the realisa-
tion that time is not on your side? 
Susan finds herself in exactly this position. 
She has run the home, brought up her 
daughter and led a very busy life involved 
with charities and village-hall committees. 
What does she do now? 
Fellow committee members offer all kinds 
of advice: think selfishly, resurrect an old 
flame, get a job, get fit, get a toy-boyé 
Susan decides to take action and this very 
funny ð and, at times, very tender ð play 
follows her as she attempts a new start in 
life in the belief that ôitõs never too lateõ, and 
finds herself presented with a most surpris-
ing choice to make. 
Virginia Harrington directs, and her cast is 
Lolly Seager, Cathy Feiner, Ben Feiner, 
Chris Huggill, Stewart Barlow and Andrew 
Whyatt. 
 
***********************************  
UNISON Theatrical Choir will be implor-
ing you to Turn Your Radio On at the Bar-
rington Theatre on June 12 & 13. 
Enjoy seeing your favourite radio shows 
both past and present come to life with 
sketches, show tunes, plays, comedy and 
more. Escape these gloomy times and 
spend a happy hour or two remembering  
the likes of Listen With Mother, Womanõs 
Hour, Play For Today, Friday Night Is Mu-
sic Night and The Archers.  

CANDLELIGHT Opera will be staging a 
Gala Concert performance of Verdiõs Otello 
at Bournemouthõs Royal Bath Hotel on 
June 14, replacing the previously advertised 
fully staged version that has been modified 
due to cast illness. 
Taking the title role is former international 
opera star Jon Andrew, who says: òOtello 
was always one of my favourite roles and I 
believe I was the only tenor ever to sing it in 
three languages ð Italian, English and Ger-
manó. 
New Zealander Jon began his career with 
New Zealand Opera and was then invited 
to London in 1962 as a principal with 
Sadlerõs Wells (now English National) Op-
era. He has starred in the great opera houses 
in the world from Covent Garden to La 
Scala, Milan.   
Another well-known local singer, Jonathan 
Prentice, will be singing the role of Iago, 
and Daily Mail opera critic David Gillard 
will give a commentary and set the scene. 
 
***********************************  
THE Penny Serenaders, together with their 
new group The New Pennies (yesterdayõs 
teens singing yesterdayõs hits), will be per-
forming a free concert at the Friends Meet-
ing House, Wharncliffe Road, Boscombe, 
on June 22. 
Their last show at the Barrington Theatre 
was a huge success, so why not go along 
and see this completely new concert featur-
ing a trilogy of songs from the James Bond 
films together with ABBA numbers and 
plenty more hit songs from the 40s to the 
70s, interspersed with comedy and dance. 
There will be a collection after the show for 
Bournemouth U3A. 
***********************************  

 
PREVIEWS 
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PREVIEWS 

RAODS (Romsey Amateur Operatic & 
Dramatic Society), in a joint production 
with Michelmersh Silver Band, will be pre-
senting Paul Allenõs stage adaptation of 
Mark Hermanõs screenplay Brassed Off at 
the Plaza Theatre from June 22-27. 
Set in 1994, Grimley Colliery is set to close, 
leaving a community with its sole purpose 
for existence suddenly taken away. This also 
means the loss of the colliery brass band, 
but with the leadership of Danny, coughing 
with coal-dusted lungs, the band is some-
how transformed into British Champions. 
This play creates sheer emotional power, 
having energy, charm and pathos. 
 
***********************************  
FOLLOWING their 2008 success, 42nd 
Street, Wimborne Musical Theatre will be 
back at the Tivoli from June 23-27 with 
their production of the hit musical Hello 
Dolly! 
The show is an irresistible story of the joy 
of living, glittering with happy songs, shin-
ing with loving scenes, alive with the per-
sonality of one of the most fabulous charac-
ters on the musical stage ð Dolly Gallagher 
Levi. 
This production is directed by Roy Joseph 
and his cast is Sharron Pearcy (Dolly), Sally 
Ager (Mrs Malloy), Lisa Hopton (Minnie 
Fay), Karina McCormack (Ermengarde), 
Pam Mizon (Ernestina), Peter Torville 
(Ambrose), Chris Carr (Barnaby), Ron Kite 
(Judge), David Elliott (Clerk), Andy Trant 
(Cornelius) and Phil Evans (Horace Van-
dergelder). 
 
***********************************  
 



 

 11 

PREVIEWS 

KCA Playersõ next production, at Pelhams 
from June 23-27 (except Wednesday), is 
Peter Gordonõs comedy Seeds Of Doubt. 
This hilarious play is set in the garden of 
Alan and Claireõs suburban house. While 
Alan attempts to tend his vegetable plot, his 
peace of mind is lumbered not only with his 
impending 40th birthday, but also because 
he harbours suspicions about Claireõs fidel-
ity. The sanctity of his garden initially pro-
vides some respite, though this is soon fur-
ther upset by the ongoing squabbles of next
-door neighbours Jill & Dave. 
When a secret message falls into the wrong 
hands, a chain reaction of events begins that 
takes in not only the two couples, but also 
two other friends, the well-meaning but 
inept Derek, and Sarah, recently separated 
from her husband. Alanõs concerns are tem-
porarily eased by a surprise birthday party, 
but the eveningõs events only serve to throw 
the other relationships into turmoil, and 
sow seeds of doubt for everybody. 
Steve Watton directs a cast comprising An-
nie Robertson, Steve James, Pete Griffiths, 
B J Miller, Carole Willison and Jeremy 
Smith. 
 
***********************************  
KNOLLSEA Productions will be at the 
Mowlem Theatre, Swanage, from June 24-
27 with Ray Cooneyõs face, Run For Your 
Wife. 
London cabbie John Smith has two wives, 
two lives and a very precise schedule for 
juggling them both. Until, that is, he is 
mugged and ends up in hospital where both 
his Streatham and Wimbledon addresses 
surface, causing police in both areas to in-
vestigateé 
 

LOCAL cabaret group After Eight, with 
support from The Cast Offs and BBLOC, 
will be holding an evening of variety enter-
tainment at the Regent Centre on June 28 as 
a fund-raiser for BBLOC (Bournemouth & 
Boscombe Light Opera Company) for its 
2010 production, The Producers.    
Mounting a large-scale musical in a big 
venue such as the Pavilion, which has al-
ways been BBLOCõs home, now costs the 
company between £65,000 & £75,000 per 
year, taking into account theatre, set and 
costume hire plus fees for director, musical 
director and orchestra, not to mention 
rental of rehearsal venues.  
Consequently, only a few weeks after its 
successful production of Oklahoma!, the 
company is already hard at work to ensure 
that funding is in place for next yearõs show. 
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

 
1. ôIf music be the food of love, play onõ is the opening line of which Shake-
speare play? 
 
2. Name the ôRapturous Maidensõ in Gilbert & Sullivanõs Patience 
 
3. Rather than ôGood Luckõ, what should you say to performers before they 
go on stage?   
 
4. In Mamma Mia, what is the song that Donna and the Dynamos perform 
at the wedding party? 
 
5. In The Importance of Being Earnest, who is Jackõs real brother? 
 
6. Where was the playwright Joe Orton born? 
 
7. In the play Stepping Out, what are the cast learning to do? 
 
8. The love affair between Billy Bigelow and Julie Jordan is the background 
to which musical? 
 
9. The play Up ônõ Under was written by whom? 
 
10. The songs All That Jazz and Cell Block Tango come from which musi-
cal? 
 

 

ANSWERS 

1. Twelfth Night;   2. Lady Angela, Lady Saphir, Lady Ella, Lady Jane;   3. Break a leg;    
4.  Super Trouper;  5. Algernon Moncrieff;  6. Leicester;  7. Tap dance;  8. Carousel;       
9. John Godber;  10. Chicago 
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PREVIEWS 

BOURNEMOUTH Music Competitions 
Festival was founded in 1926 to encourage 
the performing arts in this area, and many a 
performer has made his or her public debut 
at this event, which attracts over 2500 en-
tries in Dance, Music and Drama. 
It is an opportunity for individuals and 
groups to be adjudicated by highly qualified 
professionals ð this yearõs vocal adjudicator, 
Neil Jenkins, has sung with all of Britainõs 
leading opera companies and was associated 
with Kent Opera, Scottish Opera, WNO 
and Glyndebourne for many years. 
The Dance part of the Festival takes place 
during May, and the Music, Speech and 
Drama from June 29-July 10, with a Gala 
Concert of the best entries held at Bourne-
mouth Pavilion the following evening. 
There are classes for young and old, groups 
and soloists, encompassing classical and 
stage dance, choral and vocal solo in almost 
every genre. Thereõs piano, accordions, 
strings, recorders, woodwind and brass, plus 
prose speaking, poetry, bible reading, news-
paper headline writing, television news read-
ing, public speaking, mime and much more.  
The Dance Festival takes place at Bishop of 
Winchester School, Mallard Road, Bourne-
mouth, and the majority of the Music, 
Speech and Drama at the Bournemouth 
Natural Science Society Lecture Hall in 
Christchurch Road.  
All classes are open to the public for a small 
admission fee ð a season ticket for the en-
tire festival is a mere £12 (£6 for children 
or OAPõs) or Ã8 (Ã4 concs.) for the music, 
speech and drama part.    
For more information and programmes 
contact the Festival Office on 01202 
556023 or see website www.bmcf.info   
 

MUSIC Theatre South, fresh from their 
success with Pageant, are back at Hanger 
Farm Arts Centre, Totton, in early July with 
Kander and Ebbõs musical The Rink. 
The show focuses on Anna, the owner of a 
dilapidated roller skating rink on the board-
walk of a decaying seaside resort. She has 
decided to sell to developers, but her plans 
are complicated by the sudden arrival of her 
estranged daughter, Angel, who left the area 
many years previously. Through a combina-
tion of flashbacks and revelations the two 
deal with their pasts in an attempt to recon-
cile and move on with their lives. 
The original 1984 Broadway production 
starred Chita Rivera and Liza Minnelli, and 
was nominated for several awards, winning 
Chita Rivera a Tony and a Drama Desk 
Award for Best Actress in a Musical. 
***********************************  

EVEN back in the 4th & 5th century AD, 
the Christian church was taking a sour 
view of the stage and its performers. 
Here is a selection from the decrees of 
various Church Councils of that time:  
 
It shall not be lawful for any woman who is 
either in full Communion, or a probationer 
for Baptism, to marry or entertain any Co-
medians or Actors; whoever takes this liberty 
shall be excommunicated. 
 

The sons of Bishops, or other Clergy-
men, should not be permitted to furnish 
out Public Shows or Plays, or be present 
at them. 
 
The testimony of people of ill-
reputation, of Players, and others of 
such scandalous employments, shall not 
be admitted against any person. 
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PREVIEWS 

IN  early July, Milborne Players continue the 
current trend for Ray Cooney comedies 
with Caught In The Net, at Milborne St 
Andrew Village Hall.  
This hilarious sequel to the classic Run For 
Your Wife finds our taxi driver, John Smith, 
living happily with both his wives and fami-
lies in Streatham and Wimbledon.  
Life is good until his sixteen year old son in 
Streatham and fifteen year old daughter in 
Wimbledon meet up online and are amazed 
by the similarities in their fathersõ details ð 
same name, same age, same job; the list 
goes on.  
So when they decide to meet up in person, 
Johnõs problems really begin as he tries to 
keep them aparté 
Reluctantly assisted by his long-time lodger 
Stanley, who is only trying to get away on 
holiday to Felixstowe with his dad, John 
tries to prevent his whole life unravelling 
before his very eyes and the plot becomes 
more and more complex and funny. 
From the stroppy teenagers (played by Sally 
Potter and Greg Elphinstone-Davis) and 
their mothers (played by Maureen Lock and 
Jo South) to the bigamous John (played by 
Roy Sach) and Stanley with his slightly 
barmy OAP father (played by Brian Parkin-
son and Bill Preston) the cast are having 
immense fun rehearsing this quick-fire com-
edy which features all the hallmarks of  a 
great, modern farce. 
Directed by Caroline Nobbs and Andy Co-
etzee, this show will be one that will have 
you rolling in the aisles as the hapless John 
lurches from crisis to crisis, with a final 
twist that you certainly wonõt be expecting! 
 
***********************************  
 

 WHATEVER  sort of business you are in, 
retail, industrial or even entertainment, one 
of the major rules is; keep moving forward 
and the phrase ôre-inventing yourselfõ comes 
to mind.  
Itõs a new decade for P&P Singers, and in 
their eleventh year ôSingersõ are about to 
ring the changes by presenting their annual 
July concert at a new venue, The Layard 
Theatre at Canford School in Wimborne. 
The Theatre was opened in 1998 and as well 
as housing Canford Schoolõs drama depart-
ment, this fully equipped modern theatre 
provides a venue for a wide range of enter-
tainment including quality theatre and mu-
sic. Situated in 300 acres of parkland on the 
banks of the River Stour, the theatre offers 
the pleasure of the performing arts in an 
intimate, flexible and atmospheric building. 
This will be a new experience for both the 
Singers and their audience. As well as the 
surroundings there will also be much new 
music to enjoy. The challenge this year be-
ing to see whether the Singers could work 
their way through the alphabet. Or, to para-
phrase Morecambe and Wise, ôthey are the 
right letters, but not necessarily in the right 
order!õ  
Just in case you were wondering, x is 
Xanadu, a hit single by ELO in the seven-
ties, and z is Zadok The Priest, a groovy 
little number and one of Handelõs hit songs 
of the period. In addition there are songs 
made famous by Queen, and Vocalise by 
Rachmaninov. So while the cliché 
ôsomething for everyoneõ may thread itself 
into your consciousness ð put that aside ð 
go buy your tickets and at the same time as 
enjoying the music and the ambience, help 
celebrate P&P Singersõ new decade. 
To book, contact tickets@pandp.org.uk   
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CPS Group ð Who are we ? 

 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, providing 
everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound and 
lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these types 
amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equipment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 

 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
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