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EDITORIAL  
 

I donõt know about you, but I just love this time of the year. The sunny, crisp days, the 
beautiful sunsets ð then settling down in front of a cosy fire for the evening, and perhaps 
writing a few Christmas cards or wrapping some presents whilst sipping a warming glass of 
punch. Thatõs how Iõd like it to be, anyway. The reality is somewhat different, and for me 
revolves around deadlines, catching the many pre-Christmas shows and trying to find the 
time to get some Christmas shopping done. 
Let me share something with you at this point. In this issue I have written the word 
ôChristmasõ numerous times ð and on every occasion it has come out as ôChrsitmasõ.  
But I digress. In many ways 2007 has  been a disappointing year for local amateur theatre, 
with the cancellation of P&P Productionsõ Chess due to poor ticket sales and BBLOC mak-
ing a loss on their excellent production of Thoroughly Modern Millie. Even as I write, 
Arena Theatre are hoping against hope that their 80 Days does rather better than box office 
figures are currently projecting, and Iõm sure others are in the same boat.      
We can all make a difference to those things, so letõs all make 2008 the year we actually get 
round to seeing that production weõd thought about, rather than giving it a miss and doing 
just what Iõve described in my opening paragraph. There really is nothing like live theatre, 
and we must all do our bit if we want to keep it live. 
Finally, of course, I wish you a very Merry Chrsitmas. Sorry, Christmas.    

 
Linda Kirkman. 

 

 

WHATõS INSIDE 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
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Enquire Within : Wimborne Community 
Theatre, Allendale House, Wimborne ð 
December 6-8. Details from Gill Horitz, 
01202 882740 
 
Christmas Concert: La Nova Singers, 
Southbourne Methodist Church, 
Southbourne RoadñDecember 7 at 
7.45pm. Tickets £6.50 advance, £7.50 at 
door. Box office: 01202 470307 
 
Dangerous Obsession: Bournemouth 
Little Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton 
ð December 10-15 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50 
(concessions available), members £4. Box 
office: 01202 417484 (8-9pm) 
 
A Ceremony of Carols: Ringwood Musical 
& Dramatic Society Choir, Ellingham 
Church ð December 18; Trinity Church, 
Ringwood ð December 20; Parish Church, 
Ringwood ð December 22 
 
Festive Music Hall & Palace of Varie-
ties: Unison Theatrical Choir, Memorial 
Hall, West Moors ð December 20 & 21 at 
7.45pm. Tickets £8, concs. £7.50, inc. re-
freshments. Box office: 01202 875343 
 
A Concert of Christmas Music: P&P 
Singers, St Aldhelmõs Church, Branksome ð 
December 21 at 8pm. Tickets at door. 
 
A Concert of Christmas Music: P&P 
Singers, Lighthouse, Poole ð December 22 
at 2.30pm. Tickets £6. Box office: 08700 
668701 
 
 
 
 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe: 
All Saints Dramatic Society, De La Salle 
Theatre, Southbourne ð January 11-13, 17-
19 at 7.30pm, mats 12,13,19 at 2.30pm. 
Tickets £8, concs £7. Box office: 01202 
568545 
 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears: High-
cliffe Charity Players, Regent Centre, Christ-
church ð January 19-26, various times. Tick-
ets from £8.50. Box office: 01202 499199 
 
Sleeping Beauty: Verwood Pantomime 
Society, Merryfield Theatre, The Hub, Ver-
wood ð January 23-25 at 7.45pm, 26 at 2pm 
& 6.30pm. Tickets £7 adults, £5 children. 
Weds only, OAPs £5. Box office: 01202 
828740  
 
Comfort and Joy: Ferndown Drama 
Group, Barrington Theatre, Ferndown ð 
January 23-26 at 7.45pm. Tickets £7.50. 
Box office: 01202 896045 
 
Aladdin: Castle Players, Village Hall, Lytch-
ett Matravers ð January 25, 26, 27, 31, Feb 
1, 2 
 
Mother Goose: Ferndown Phoenix Musical 
Society, Barrington Theatre, Ferndown ð 
January 29 ð February 2. Box office: 01202 
723677/894858 
 
Sinbad the Sailor: Burley Players, Village 
Hall, Burley ð end January 
 
Tonight at 7.00: St Andrewõs Drama 
Group, St Andrewõs Church, Florence 
Road, Boscombe ð February 9 at 7pm. 
Tickets £6, to include light buffet. Box of-
fice: 07846 448545 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING 
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NOISES OFF 

BBLOC  has decided to spend 2008 fund-

raising to enable it to put on a lavish pro-

duction of Oklahoma! at the Pavilion in 

2009, and to that end the company will be 

performing a series of concerts, entitled 

Lights, Camera, Action!, from April to July 

next year.  Such is the dedication (!) of two 

of the members that they are adding to their 

families during this quieter period, and 

Becky Bagnall and Sally Wheeler will give 

birth in April and May respectively. 

As well as raising money for its own funds, 

the company is still continuing to do so for 

charitable organisations, and has recently 

donated over £1000 to the Jigsaw Appeal 

thanks to a sponsored Tapathon and Bo-

bathon ð the latter of which saw company 

members given 1920s bobbed haircuts for 

their production of Thoroughly Modern 

Millie ð with the support of Barclays Bank. 

 

**************************************** 

 

BROWNSEA Open Air Theatreõs open 

auditions for its 2008 production, The Mer-

chant of Venice, to be directed by Denise 

Mallender, will be held at 7.15pm  on Tues-

day 8th and Wednesday 9th January at the 

Quality Hotel, Gervis Road, Bournemouth. 

Actors, backstage crew and Front of House 

personnel are needed for the production, 

which takes place from July 23rd to August 

8th. 

Audition passages are available from the 

Production Manager on 07765 907857 or by 

e-mail at audition@brownsea-theatre.co.uk . 

For further details see www.brownsea-

theatre.co.uk  

 

****************************************  

BOURNEMOUTH  Shakespeare Players 

are presenting their 30th annual Shake-

speare production in the Priory House Gar-

dens, Christchurch, in July 2008, when they 

are embarking on Macbeth. It is a play filled 

with superstition and witchcraft, and many 

actors still refuse to refer to ôThe Scottish 

Playõ by name because its production his-

tory is littered with inexplicable stories of 

accidents and bad luck. 

Nevertheless, Macbethõs dark themes have 

made it a popular play ever since it was first 

staged at The Globe in 1606, despite the 

fact that it has some difficult challenges for 

production in modern times. A major chal-

lenge is that the plot appears to be driven by 

the witches. Not metaphorical witches, real 

ones. Their prominence in the play, and the 

prejudices of audiences who have grown up 

with recitations of ôtoil and troubleõ at 

school, have given directors painful head-

aches. 

Actors of every generation have relished 

playing the parts of the Macbeths, including 

Sir Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh 

(1955) and Sir Ian McKellen and BSPõs 

President Dame Judi Dench (1976). 

If you have a yen to try to emulate these 

illustrious performers, auditions for BSPõs 

production will be held on Monday and 

Tuesday January 21st & 22nd at St Josephõs 

Hall, Archway Road, Parkstone, at 7.45pm. 

All parts are available, and backstage help is 

also needed ð the company always wel-

comes new members, whether on stage or 

to help with props, costumes and set build-

ing. For further information call 01202 

534776 or e-mail bsp75@btinternet.com .   

   

**************************************** 
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DANGEROUS OBSESSION 
 

BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Clubõs 
next production at its Jameson Road prem-
ises will be N J Crispõs psychological thriller 
Dangerous Obsession, which will be directed 
by Don Cherrett and takes place from De-
cember 10-15. 
The peaceful lives of a married couple, Mark 
and Sally Driscoll (Peter Beebee & Louise 
Thomas), are disturbed by the sudden arrival 
of John Barrett (Tim Garton), a man whom 
they had met vaguely on a past trip to Tor-
quay. 
Barrett is dangerously obsessed with blaming 
someone for an accident that his wife has 
had, and the Driscolls have become the tar-
get for this obsession, leading to terrifying 
consequences and the ripping apart of their 
happy life together. 
 
***********************************  

A CEREMONY OF CAROLS 
 

RINGWOOD Musical and Dramatic Soci-
ety choir, led by its joint musical directors 
Ivy Tan and Chris Guy, will be performing 
carols to get everyone in a festive mood in 
the week before Christmas. Catch them at 
Ellingham Church (18th), Trinity Church 
Ringwood (20th) and Ringwood Parish 
Church (22nd). 
 
***********************************  
 

FESTIVE MUSIC HALL & PALACE 
OF VARIETIES  

 
UNISON Theatrical Choir takes to the 
stage of West Moors Memorial Hall on De-
cember 20 and 21 with a Festive Music Hall 
and Palace of Varieties. 
As well as refreshments (included in the 
ticket price) and a raffle, there will be a Best 
Dressed Hat competition and a chance to 
sing along to all those old favourites. 
 
***********************************  
 
 A CONCERT OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC 

 
THE award-winning P&P Singers, with their 
musical director Jean Chambers, will be out 
and about bringing seasonal cheer just before 
Christmas, with a concert that will include a 
wide selection of songs including Sleigh Ride, 
Jingle Bell Rock, Frosty the Snowman, Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas and the 
Shepherdõs Pipe Carol as well as many famil-
iar carols. 
The first concert is on December 21 at St 
Aldhelmõs Church, Poole Road, Branksome, 
where the church will be decorated with over 
50 Christmas trees, and  the following day, 
22, they are giving an afternoon performance 
at Poole Lighthouse. 
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TAKE   9 women and 4 men, only 3 of whom are experienced amateur actors, and what do 
you do with them? Why, form a drama group of course! And thatõs just what we did in the 
Autumn of 2006. 
 
The seed had already been sown when St Andrewõs Church Social Group held a Murder 
Mystery event and the various acting talents of those who took part were recognised. A 
number of them met again, and it was agreed to form a drama group with the first produc-
tion, held last February, being a theme evening.  The theme of the sea was chosen, and every 
possible serious, dramatic, humorous and musical approach was taken, reinforced by a fish 
and chip supper in the interval, and all for the grand sum of £5 per head! A good audience 
enjoyed  the evening, a profit was made, and the St Andrewõs Drama Group was launched. 
 
Since its beginnings the group has grown somewhat, and now has a musical director and 
stage manager. Everyone is currently in the throes of rehearsing for a Revue to be per-
formed on February 9 next year. It will be, as you might expect, a very mixed bag with 
plenty of music and laughter, a short comedy written by the groupõs producer and, in the 
second half of the evening, after supper, a mystery comedy by the well-known radio and TV 
playwright, Christopher Russell.  The most challenging part of the evening is female imper-
sonations ð in the best possible taste ð from two very nice guys who, it would appear, would 
be the least likely to do this sort of thing. Watch this space! 
 
If you would like more details of St Andrewõs Drama Group, or would like to book tickets 
for the Revue, contact Mike Brooke on 07846 448545.  

HAVING been involved with the local amateur theatre scene for over 
40 years now, I didnõt think there could possibly be a group I hadnõt 
heard of ð but I received an e-mail a couple of weeks ago that proved 
me wrong! 
 
Lucille Brooke  explains how Boscombe ð based St Andrewõs Drama 
Group was formed. 

SEASONõS GREETINGS TO YOU ALL. 



 

8 

SINCE, as the carol goes, õtis the season to be jolly, weõve trawled the archives to 
bring you some production photos from Christmas past. Actually thatõs not strictly 
true, as one or two simply look as though they should be from pantos when in reality 
theyõre anything but. The majority of those featured are still active on the local ama-
teur scene, so have fun identifying them! 
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WANTED: 
 REHEARSAL SPACE TO 

HIRE 
 

For the BA Acting Course at the Arts 
Institute at Bournemouth from  

January 2008. 
 
10m x 10m minimum space needed. 
 

Additional ante room would be  
useful, with storage facilities for  
rehearsal furniture and props. 

 
Call John Camble on 01202 363087 

 
 

The Arts Institute at Bournemouth is 
looking for a singing teacher for the 
B A (Hons) Acting Course, to begin 

in January. 
 
 

An experienced musical director 
would be preferable, but anyone 

with experience of teaching singing 
or choral work is welcome to apply. 

 
 

Contact Doug Cockle, Course 
Leader, on 01202 363289 or by e-

mail at dcockle@aib.ac.uk 

PANTOMIMES  
 

YES, itõs that time of year again, and 
there will be more about panto in our 
January issue, but hereõs an idea of 
some of the shows that are coming up. 
Highcliffe Charity Players start the ball 
rolling with their production of Goldi-
locks and the Three Bears ð see  
page 11. 
 *********************************** 
Verwood Pantomime Society was 
founded in 1984 and has produced a 
pantomime each year since then ð but 
2008 marks a first, as the society will 
be performing Alan Fraynõs Sleeping 
Beauty at The Hubõs Merryfield Thea-
tre from January 23-26. 
***********************************
From January 25 to February 1, Lytch-
ett Matravers based Castle Players take 
us into the world of Chinese laundries 
and wicked uncles when they perform 
Aladdin at the Village Hall. Frank 
Holden directs, and the title role is 
played by Louise Isaacs. Other princi-
pals include Jess Hedges (Princess Jas-
mine), Harry Susser (Abanazer), Dave 
Clements (Widow Twankey) and Pete 
Griffiths (Wishee Washee).  
*********************************** 
The following week sees Ferndown 
Phoenix Musical Societyõs Mother 
Goose at the Barrington Theatre in 
Ferndown. This John Morley panto is 
directed by Dave Evans, who also co-
choreographs with Gaynor Adnett, and 
musical director is Colin Petheram. 
*********************************** 
Last, but not least, over in the New 
Forest Burley Players take to the stage 
of the Village Hall at the end of Janu-
ary with Sinbad. 
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THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE 

 
ALL Saints Dramatic Society will be forgo-
ing pantomime in January for The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe, a family musical 
first performed by The Royal Shakespeare 
Company in 1999 and playing to rave re-
views ever since. 
Four evacuees ð Edmund, Lucy, Susan and 
Peter ð are billeted with Professor Kirk in his 
large country house during the air-raids in 
wartime London. When Lucy stumbles 
through a wardrobe, she finds herself in the 
frosty, enchanting world of Narnia, a place 
that is always winter but never Christmas, 
thanks to the spite of the self-appointed 
queen, the evil White Witch. Lucyõs siblings 
join her on an adventure that brings them 
into contact with a host of fantastical crea-
tures, led by the lion Aslan. 
All Saintsõ production takes place at the De 
La Salle Theatre, Southbourne, from January 
11-19. The production team is Lesley Lock 
(director), Alastair Hume (musical director) 
a n d  C l a i r e  C a m b l e - H u t c h i n s 
(choreographer), and the main roles are 
played by Robert Arrowsmith (Peter), Katie 
Jackson (Susan), Adam Davis (Edmund), 
Jodie Dodington (Lucy), Kevin Knight 
(Professor Kirk), Phil Vivian (Mr Tumnus), 
Mark Andrews (Aslan) and Rosie Hodgkin-
son (White Witch).   
 
***********************************  
 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING TICKETS FOR 
SHOWS YOUõVE READ ABOUT 
HERE.  
 
***********************************  

 
 

COMFORT AND JOY 
 

FERNDOWN Drama Group also eschew 
pantomime in 2008, and instead will be per-
forming Mike Hardingõs ôhilarious adult com-
edyõ Comfort and Joy at the Barrington 
Theatre from January 23-26.   
Relatives you hardly ever see arrive at your 
home for the Christmas festivities, with no-
one receiving a present that is at all appropri-
ate. Sounds familiar? Then youõll love this 
play, in which culinary disasters abound and 
long-buried resentments rear their ugly heads 
as alcohol flows and tongues are loosened.  
The cast for Ferndownõs production includes 
Dave Oakley, Steve Hawker, Heather Seaton, 
Trish Binding, Cathy Williamson, Stephen 
James, Enid Rothwell, Bob Johnson, Dawn 
Hollington, Chaz Davenport and Jenny 
Sibley. 
 
***********************************  
 
 CHRISTMAS CONCERT  
 
LA Nova Singers, led by Michelle Nova, are 
giving a Christmas Concert on December 7 
at Southbourne Methodist Church, 
Southbourne Road, Bournemouth. 
The first  half includes Schubertõs Ave Maria 
played on the flute by Steve Howard, accom-
panied by Christine Langton, plus the Vivaldi 
Gloria with soloists Melanie Viner, Anne 
Terkelsen, Rachel Scivier and Su Convy. 
Part two includes Tonight from West Side 
Story, a Gershwin medley and the Mendels-
sohn Fairy Chorus. This will be followed by 
a selection of Christmas songs, solos and 
duets. 
Most of the singers are pupils of Michelle 
Nova, and at this concert, for the first time, 
two of her younger singers, Jennie Evans and 
Harriet Slater, will be singing solos and duets 
in the Christmas section.  
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ROLL up, roll up for the greatest show in 
town! The award-winning Highcliffe Charity 
Players return to the Regent Centre, Christ-
church, with a spectacular, circus-themed 
version of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, 
portraying the bears as appealing living pup-
pets specially made for the production. 
Goldilocks runs for ten performances ð in-
cluding three matinees ð from Saturday 19th 
to Saturday 26th January. And a new feature 
is the ôFun at Five Tuesday Teatime Showõ, 
when there is a unique opportunity to meet 
Goldilocks and the cast after the show. As 
usual, profits will be donated to local chari-
ties. 
Stephen Duckhamõs script adds a new slant 
to the well-loved story. Running away from 
her greedy, money-lending guardian Gaspar 
Grey, Goldilocks joins Sophie Sawdustõs 
Spectacular Circus as a horseback rider. But 
her happiness is short-lived as Gaspar and 
his two cohorts, Swindle and Diddle, arrive.     

For Goldilocks is about to come into a large 
inheritance, which Gaspar intends to steal. 
She is forced to run off again ð this time to 
the home (and porridge!) of the Three Bears. 
They befriend her and a great new circus act 
is born ð the fabulous ôGoldilocks and the 
Three Bearsõ. But the story doesnõt end there, 
as Gaspar hatches an even more dastardly 
plot to kidnap the Bears and get his hands on 
the fortune. 
Joint directors Louise King and Malcolm 
George say òWith great songs, fairytale 
magic, hilarious comedy routines and, of 
course, a happy ending, this popular panto 
has something for everyone. And we hope 
we have made it even more exciting for to-
dayõs young audiences by presenting the 
Three Bears as fantastic puppets much like 
those seen on all our favourite childrenõs 
shows.ó 
òSeeing the puppets recently in the hit musi-
cal Avenue Q reminded us of our wide-eyed 
joy as kids when we watched the Muppets. 
So we decided to break with ôbear suitõ tradi-
tion and bring an extra dimension to those 
much-loved panto characters. And observing 
the three puppeteers performing as the Bears 
should fascinate audiences as much as watch-
ing the puppets themselves.ó 
Stuart Tizzard ðwho has now celebrated over 
30 years with HCP ð plays Sophie Sawdust, 
the owner of the circus. The title role is taken 
by Carli Barrington, and Azza is Tommy the 
Animal Trainer, with whom Goldilocks falls 
in love. Other circus characters include Ricki 
the Ringmaster (Pete Whitaker), Jocko the 
Clown (David Coward), Gloria the High 
Wire Performer (Andrea Young) and Clair-
voyant Madam Zarina (Debra Crowton). 
Gaspar Grey is played by David Gillard and 
his assistants Swindle and Diddle by Shelley 
Gould and  Katie Tizzard. The Three Bears 
are Neil Mathieson, Jo Mansfield and Dale 
Waterworth.  Choreography is by Georgina 
Smith & Ian Carter is musical director.  
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HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

 
 
1. What is the alternative title of Shakespeareõs Twelfth Night? 
 
2. What is the title of the parlour game played at the Fezziwigsõ party in     
     Dickensõ A Christmas Carol? 
 
3. In the 1950s there was a musical version of Cinderella. Who was its star? 
 
4. J M Barrieõs Peter Pan is an all-time Christmas favourite. What do the     
    initials stand for? 
 
5. In the pantomime Dick Whittington, with whom did Dick fall in love? 
 
6. What is the name of the giant in Jack and the Beanstalk? 
 
7. Complete the title of the following play: Mist Over the é. 
 
8. In which musical would you find the song We Need A Little Christmas? 
 
9. Which Alan Ayckbourn plays are set at Christmas? 
 
10. Which famous playwright was born on 16th December 1899? 

1. What You Will. 2. The Ministerõs Cat. 3. Julie Andrews. 4. James Matthew.  5. Al-
ice Fitzwarren. 6. Giant Blunderbore. 7. Mistletoe. 8. Mame. 9. Seasonõs Greetings 
and Absurd Person Singular. 10. Noel Coward.  

ANSWERS 
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Back in September, Bournemouth Little Theatre Club member Virginia Harrington 
agreed to hold three First Steps in Acting workshops at the club for anyone who had 
little or no experience but was anxious to learn. Here she tells us how things have 
worked out.  
 
ON  Wednesday September 26th, I held the first of three planned weekly workshops at the 
club in Jameson Road, Winton and was delighted to welcome eleven people. Some were 
existing members and some have since joined the club and have already become valued 
members by participating in unrehearsed play readings and manning the coffee shop during 
the last production., The Living Room. 
 
Three sessions have already extended into six and more exciting things are still to come! We 
have looked at stage positions and basic stage movement; relaxation and breathing tech-
niques; the basic requirements and skills needed in acting; the use of voice and speech and 
movement and posture. We are now looking at characterisation and script analysis and 
group members are preparing monologues using the skills and techniques covered. 
 
We have decided, as a group, that we would also like to put on a short Christmas entertain-
ment for club members at the Christmas social. Following that, I aim to put on a one-act 
play with the group experiencing all aspects of a production, from page to stage. For this I 
will be calling on expertise within the club to cover set construction, sound, lighting, props 
and set dressing, stage management, prompting etc. 
 
I am very fortunate in having a keen and enthusiastic group of people to work with. 
As well as covering theory, improvisations and exercises, we also have fun playing theatre 
games, so if you are walking down Jameson Road on a Wednesday evening and hear a lot of 
laughter, itõs us, so come and join in! 
 
If you are interested in joining the group, please ring Ginny Harrington on 01202 423888. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
YOU COULDNõT MAKE IT UP (2) 

 
Last monthõs You Couldnõt Make It Up seems to have struck a chord with a few peo-
ple, so weõve decided to print any contributions that we receive in the future. Hereõs 
one from Wimborne Drama member Roy Birch. 
 
òWE were doing a production of South Pacific in the Holloway Road in London. Bloody 
Mary was trying to entice Lieutenant Cable to go to Bali Hi. Using sweet  ð  for her ð  words 
of endearment, she raised her left arm, pointed back stage left and said òLook Lieutenant, 
Bali Hió, then looked where she was pointing, only to find that it wasnõt there ð the stage 
hands had put the ôflatõ back stage right. She looked round, found it, raised her right arm and 
then pointed to it, and a very poignant scene was changed into one of great hilarity for the 
audience. However, the cast were most professional and managed to keep straight faces.ó 
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HERE AT SCENE ONE WEõRE NOT REALLY GIVEN TO BLOWING OUR 
OWN TRUMPET, BUT  SINCE PEOPLE HAVE TAKEN THE TROUBLE TO 
WRITE IN WITH SUCH KIND COMMENTS, WE FELT WEõD LIKE TO 
SHARE THEM WITH YOU.  
 
 
ò Your Scene One is a huge successñcongratulations.ó 
 
òI really like the web page and I have to say I thought the article in the October 07 Issue 2, 
The Aisle is Full of Noises, was very good and funny, as it was so very true!ó 
 
òWe just love Scene One. Many, many congratulations.ó 
 
òJust had to get in touch and say ôwell doneõ for Scene One. It is brilliant.ó 
 
òWell done on a great second edition of Scene One...I am now looking forward to my 
monthly AmDram ôfixõ.ó 
 
òJust seen the first copy of Scene One and just wanted to e-mail to say congratulations ð 
what a great publication!ó 
 
òThank you so much for Scene One. It is sorely needed.ó 
 
òIt looks excellent and Iõm sure is just what the area needs.ó 
 
òJust to say congratulations on your first edition. I really enjoyed reading it and found it 
genuinely interesting.ó 
 
òGreat website and have just got the first edition of the magazine too. Well done ð we wish 
you every success with it.ó 
 
òExcellent, and a great idea.ó 
 
òCongratulations on a super first issue. Looks terrific and is packed with all the info we 
need. Well done!ó   
 
òI was very impressed with the first edition, and it received very positive comments at our 
committee meeting last night.ó 
 
òThe new magazine is very informative.ó 
 
òI could not put it down until I had read it from cover to cover.ó 
 
òKeep up the good work and looking forward to the next issue.ó 
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ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 

CPS Group ð Who are we ? 
 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, provid-
ing everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound 
and lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these 
types amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equip-
ment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 
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