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UP to 4000 copies of  
SCENE ONE, a non-profit -
making magazine, are dis-
tributed monthly at amateur 
shows, free of  charge, to 
those with a proven interest 
in the Arts, and it is also 
available for download from 
our website, 
www.sceneone.biz, giving 
our advertisers an even wider  
audience. 
 
If  you think YOU could 
benefit from advertising in 
these pages, please contact 
us at sceneone@talktalk.net 

 
DONõT forget to take a look at 
our website, www.sceneone.biz 
for the very latest local theatre 
news and reviews - the latter 

printed in full - plus much more. 
 

 

 

Editor : Linda Kirkman (sceneone@talktalk.net) 

Deputy Editor: Lyn Richell 

Printed by: Bournemouth Colour Press 

Cover Design: Liam Dixon, CPS  
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              Digital Fox (website) (www.digitalfox.co.uk) 

ADVERTISING RATES  
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EDITORIAL  
 

WELL, here we are at the start of 2008 ð but whatever happened to 2007? Maybe itõs true 
what they say about time passing more quickly as you get older, because I certainly find it 
hard to believe that another year has gone by. 
Actually it only seems a short time ago that as a 13 year-old I went with a school party to 
see Patience performed by Bournemouth Gilbert and Sullivan Operatic Society at the late 
lamented Palace Court Theatre in Hinton Road. Not only did I enjoy it enough to join the 
society once I was old enough, but the bar of chocolate Iõd taken along with me remained 
unopened, because I was totally mesmerised by what I was watching. Or perhaps it was just 
the sight of our games mistress, hitherto seen only in rather mannish attire, playing a love-
sick maiden ð and since neither ôlovesickõ nor ômaidenõ were words one would normally 
have associated with her I guess that only goes to prove the power of illusion.    
My point is, though, that exposure to the theatre at a young age can lead to a lifetime of 
theatre-going or performing, the latter possibly even as a career. So if you have children, 
grandchildren, nephews or nieces, why not take them along next time you visit the theatre? 
Who knows where it may lead?  

Linda Kirkman. 
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___________________________________________________________ 
 

All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 
the Editor is prohibited.  

Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-
tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 
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The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe: 
All Saints Dramatic Society, De La Salle 
Theatre, Southbourne ð January 11-13, 17-
19 at 7.30pm, mats 12,13,19 at 2.30pm. 
Tickets £8, concs £7. Box office: 01202 
568545 
 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears: High-
cliffe Charity Players, Regent Centre, Christ-
church ð January 19-26, various times. Tick-
ets from £8.50. Box office: 01202 499199 
 
Sleeping Beauty: Verwood Pantomime 
Society, Merryfield Theatre, The Hub, Ver-
wood ð January 23-25 at 7.45pm, 26 at 2pm 
&  6.30pm. Tickets £7 adults, £5 children, 
Weds only, OAPs £5. Box office: 01202 
828740 
 
Comfort and Joy: Ferndown Drama 
Group, Barrington Theatre, Ferndown ð 
January 23-26 at 7.45pm. Tickets £7.50. 
Box office: 01202 896045 
 
Aladdin: Castle Players, Village Hall, Lytch-
ett Matravers ð January 25, 26, 31, Feb 1, 2 
at 7.45pm, mats 26, 27 & 2 at 2.45pm.  
Tickets £7, concs. £6, 10% discount for 
groups of 10 or more. Box office:  01202 
623904  or Arden Nicholson, High Street, 
Lytchett Matravers 
 
Sinbad the Sailor: Burley Players, Village 
Hall, Burley ð January 27 at 2pm, Jan 29 ð 
Feb 1 at 7.30pm, Feb 2 at 2pm & 7.30pm. 
Tickets £7 & £6.50. Box office: 01425 
403375 (day), 01425 403501 (eves) 
 
Mother Goose: Ferndown Phoenix Musical 
Society, Barrington Theatre, Ferndown ð 
January 29 ð February 2 at 7.30pm. Mat. Sat 
at 2.30pm. Tickets £8, Senior £7, u 14 

£4.50, concs. available. Box office: 01202 
723677/894858 
 
The FAHETGOS Production of The 
Mikado: S.C.R.A.P., Kinson Community 
Centre, Pelhams ParkñJanuary 31 ð Feb 2. 
Tickets £6, concs. available. Box office: 
01202 572826/723370  
 
The House By the Lake: P&P Produc-
tions, Lighthouse, Poole ð February 8 & 9 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £8.50. Box office: 08700 
668701 
 
Mrs Warrenõs Profession: Bournemouth 
Little Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton 
ð February 11-16 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50 
(concessions available), members £4. Box 
office: 01202 417484 (8-9pm) 
 
The Talented Mr Ripley: Wimborne 
Drama, Tivoli Theatre, Wimborne ð Febru-
ary 13-16 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. 
Tickets £8. concs (Sat mat) £7. Box office: 
01202 885566 
 
Barefoot in the Park: Broadstone Players, 
War Memorial Hall, Broadstone - February 
19-23 at 8pm. Tickets from N J Lines, The 
Broadway, Broadstone, also always available 
at the door. 
 
The Snow Queen: Poulner Players, Poul-
ner Church Hall, Poulner, Ringwood ð Feb-
ruary 20-23 at 7.30pm, mats Thurs & Sat at 
2.30pm. Box office: 01425 472077 (5-7pm, 
after Jan 28) or Ringwood Fabrics, High St. 
 
Snow White & The Seven Sins: Zenith 
Theatre Company, St Aldhelmõs Hall, Poole 
Road, Branksome ð March 7 & 8 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING 
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NOISES OFF 

WIMBORNE Drama is presenting an En-

tertainment Quiz evening on Saturday Janu-

ary 19th at 7.30pm in the Quarterjack Suite, 

Allendale Centre, Wimborne. This will be a 

team quiz, with a maximum of 6 people per 

team. Tickets cost £6 per person, which will 

include light refreshments, and there will be 

a bar available. To book call David Pile on 

01202 855956. 

 

***********************************  

 

BOURNEMOUTH Shakespeare Players 

hold auditions for  their outdoor summer 

production of Macbeth on January 21st & 

22nd at 7.45pm at St Josephõs Hall on the 

corner of Archway Road and Bournemouth 

Road, Parkstone.  

All parts are available to audition and back-

stage helpers are also required for props, 

costumes and set building, so if you are 

interested just go along on those dates.  

For further information call 01202 534776 

or e-mail bsp75@btinternet.com . 

The play takes place at the Priory House 

Garden, Christchurch, from July 15-19 and 

22-26 at 8pm. 

 

***********************************  

 

NOISES Off is the place for local societies 

to tell people about fund-raising events, 

awards, or special occasions. Here you can 

also tell people about auditions or request 

hard-to-obtain props. Itõs a free service and 

it really does work, so why not try it out for 

yourself? Just let us know in plenty of time 

for the next issue ð or if itõs more urgent we 

can put something on our website within 24 

hours.  

IF you prefer to download your copy of 

Scene One from our website, did  you know 

that you can now join our mailing list and 

be advised when the next issue is available? 

If you would like us to add your details to 

the list, please go to www.sceneone.biz and 

click on the Join Our Mailing List button. 

 

***********************************  

 

BOURNEMOUTH Little Theatre Club 

needs a lighting operator to join the team  

for its February production of Mrs Warrenõs 

Profession, which takes place at Jameson 

Road from February 11-16. 

Team members to learn and carry out the 

set changes demanded by this play are also 

needed. 

To volunteer, or for more information, call 

Eileen Rawlings on 01202 776390. 

 

***********************************  

 

2008 has some exciting theatre in store, with 

productions of Agatha Christieõs And Then 

There Were None, Michael Fraynõs Bene-

factors and James Goldmanõs The Lion In 

Winter among a host of others. For lovers 

of outdoor Shakespeare thereõs Macbeth 

and The Merchant of Venice, whilst Sond-

heim fans can look forward to Follies and A 

Funny Thing Happened On the Way To the 

Forum. G&S lovers can expect The Zoo, 

Utopia Ltd and The Sorcerer, and there are 

also productions of Red Hot & Cole  and 

Happy As A Sandbag to look forward to. 

And if youõre not pantoõd out, The Snow 

Queen and The Water Babies make an ap-

pearance too. 
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ALL Saints Dramatic Society, at their De 
La Salle Theatre base, visit the enchanting 
land of Narnia from January 11-19 when 
they present The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe, a family musical first performed 
by The Royal Shakespeare Company in 
1999 and played to rave reviews ever since. 
Four evacuees ð Edmund, Lucy, Susan and 
Peter ð are billeted with Professor Kirk in 
his large country house during the air-raids 
in wartime London. When Lucy stumbles 
through a wardrobe she finds herself in the 
frosty, enchanting land of Narnia, a place 
where it is always winter but never Christ-
mas, thanks to the spite of the self-
appointed Queen, the evil White Witch. 
Lucyõs siblings join her on an adventure that 
brings them into contact with a host of 
creatures, led by the lion Aslan. 
The production team is Lesley Lock 
(director), Alastair Hume (musical director) 
a n d  C l a i r e  C a m b l e- H u t c h i n s 
(choreographer), and the main roles are 
played by Robert Arrowsmith (Peter), Katie 
Jackson (Susan), Adam Davis (Edmund), 
Jodie Dodington (Lucy), Kevin Knight 
(Professor Kirk), Phil Vivian (Mr Tumnus), 
Mark Andrews (Aslan) and Rosie Hodgkin-
son (White Witch). 
 
***********************************  
 
 VERWOOD Pantomime Society takes to 
the stage of the Merryfield Theatre at The 
Hub, Verwood, from January 23-26 with 
Alan Fraynõs Sleeping Beauty.  
The Merryfield Theatre was named in mem-
ory of the late Buster Merryfield, a Ver-
wood resident, who after a lifetime of ama-
teur performing took early retirement from 
his banking career to become a professional 
actor, finding fame in TVõs Only Fools and 
Horses. 
 

HIGHCLIFFE Charity Players bring 
shades of Avenue Q to their annual panto-
mime at the Regent Centre, Christchurch, 
this month when they perform a spectacu-
lar, circus-themed version of Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears ð with the bears por-
trayed as appealing living puppets, specially 
made for the production. 
Goldilocks (Carli Barrington) runs away 
from her greedy guardian Gaspar Grey 
(David Gillard) and joins a circus run by 
Sophie Sawdust (Stuart Tizzard).  
Goldilocksõ freedom looks short-lived, 
however, as Gaspar, anxious to get his 
hands on a large inheritance that she is 
about to come into, comes after her so she 
is forced to run off again ð this time ending 
up at the home of the Three Bears, who 
Gaspar also intends to kidnap. 
Directors Louise King and Malcolm George 
say òWith great songs, fairytale magic, hilari-
ous comedy routines and, of course, a 
happy ending, this popular panto has some-
thing for everyone. And we hope we have 
made it even more exciting for todayõs 
young audiences by presenting the Three 
Bears as fantastic puppets much like those 
seen on all our favourite childrenõs shows.ó 
Catch Goldilocks at the Regent Centre from 
January 19-26. 
 
 
***********************************  
 
PLEASE MENTION SCENE ONE 
WHEN BOOKING TICKETS FOR 
SHOWS YOUõVE READ ABOUT 
HERE.  
 
***********************************  
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FERNDOWN Drama Group will be per-
forming Mike Hardingõs ôhilarious adult 
comedyõ Comfort and Joy at the Barrington 
Theatre from January 23-26. 
When a familyõs rarely-seen relatives arrive 
for the Christmas festivities, bearing totally 
inappropriate gifts, the scene is set for 
chaos. Culinary disasters abound and long-
buried resentments rear their ugly heads as 
alcohol flows and tongues are loosened. 
The cast for this production includes Dave 
Oakley, Steve Hawker, Heather Seaton, 
Trish Binding, Cathy Williamson, Stephen 
James, Enid Rothwell, Bob Johnson, Dawn 
Hollington, Chaz Davenport and Jenny 
Sibley. 
 
***********************************  
 
CASTLE Playersõ 2008 panto, to be held at  
the Village Hall from January 25 to Febru-
ary 2, is a wonderful traditional offering in 
the form of Aladdin. This is a truly spec-
tacular and mystical story with a cave con-
taining a magic lamp and priceless treasures, 
and a magic carpet to transport you to a 
mystical land. Along the way thereõs an 
abundance of fun and frolics, surprises and 
a pyrotechnic display for a big finale. 
Thereõs also a lot of double-crossing, 
masses of laughter, dancing girls, catchy 
songs to sing along with, colourful cos-
tumes, audience participation in the tradi-
tional manner and, of course, a happy end-
ing. 
Frank Holden directs, and Nikki Brown is 
choreographer. The cast includes Louise 
Isaacs (Aladdin), Jess Hedges (Princess Jas-
mine), Harry Susser (Abanazer), Dave 
Clements (Widow Twankey),  Pete Griffiths 
(Wishee Washee), Phil McMullen (Genie), 
Ann Lloyd (Slave of the Ring), Patrick 
DõArdenne (Emperor), Tess Hutton (Grand 
Vizess), Jo Puttick (Rock Face), Frank Hol-
den (PC Wun) and Nikki Brown (PC Too). 

A ROLLICKING , fun-packed pantomime 
for all the family, full of Eastern promises, 
Turkish delights, swashbuckling pirates, 
salty sea-dogs, a cheeky monkey and a 
charming camel are whatõs on offer over at 
Burley Village Hall from January 27 to Feb-
ruary 2, when Burley Players present the 
pantomime Sinbad the Sailor. 
When the evil magician Vazar (Richard 
Pratt) spirits away Princess Yasmin (Bronte 
Ansell), Sinbad (Ali Shutler) sails from Old 
Baghdad, aided in the rescue mission by his 
mum, Dame Semolina (Paul Berry), and the 
Captain (John West) and crew of the 
Golden Hawk. 
Overcoming numerous obstacles, which 
include being Special Offer of the Week at 
the Zalabar Slave Auction, the heroes tri-
umph and Sinbad wins Princess Yasminõs 
hand in marriage. 
 
***********************************  
S.C.R.A.P. (South Coast Really Awesome 
Productions) are performing The Farndale 
Avenue Housing Association Towns-
womenõs Guild Operatic Societyõs Produc-
tion of The Mikado at Kinson Community 
Centre from January 31 to February 2. 
These Farndale Avenue farces (yes, there 
are more!) by David McGillivray and Walter 
Zerlin Jnr are always very funny and ex-
tremely silly, and this version of The Mi-
kado will, I promise you, be like none you 
have ever seen.  Penny Gerken directs and 
Jean Holt is musical director. 
 
**********************************  
JOHN Morleyõs pantomime Mother Goose 
is the choice of Ferndown Phoenix Musical 
Society when they take up residence at the 
Barrington Theatre from January 29 to Feb-
ruary 2. 
Dave Evans directs and co-choreographs 
with Gaynor Adnett, and Colin Petheram is 
musical director. 
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POOLE and Parkstone Players are first off 
in the post-panto season with their produc-
tion of Hugh Millsõ thriller The House By 
the Lake, which will be directed by Pat 
Donovan and takes place at Poole Light-
house Studio on February 8 and 9. 
 
***********************************  
 
ST Andrewõs Drama Group will be per-
forming a revue, Tonight at 7.00é, at St 
Andrewõs Church, Boscombe, on February 
9. Expect plenty of music and laughter, and 
as the ticket price also includes a buffet you 
wonõt go hungry either!  
 
***********************************  
 
THE following week sees Bournemouth 
Little Theatre Club in a production of 
George Bernard Shawõs Mrs Warrenõs Pro-
fession, which Eileen Rawlings directs at 
Jameson Road from February 11-16. 
When Shaw completed this play in 1893 it 
was censored for eight years, finally coming 
to the London stage in 1902. 
The play centres around Mrs Warren who, 
forced by the economic realities of 19th 
century London, becomes a prostitute and 
later runs several successful brothels. 
Acclaimed for its straightforward approach 
to a usually romanticised subject, it is gener-
ally considered one of Shawõs finest plays. 
 
***********************************  
 
THE Talented Mr Ripley is Wimborne 
Dramaõs first production of 2008, and takes 
place at the Tivoli Theatre from February 
13-16. 
This psychological thriller by Phyllis Nagy 
has been adapted for the stage from the 
novel by Patricia Highsmith. 
Stuart Glossop directs. 
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BURLEY PLAYERSõ ANNIVERSARY 
 

2008 marks Burley Playersõ 20th anniversary ð or its 60th, if you count its first incarnation.  
The group was originally founded in 1948 by Mrs Dorothy Hornby, who apparently reigned 
supreme as overlord of the society and directed most of the plays, occasionally relinquishing 
the reins to appear before the footlights herself. 
Most of the productions were staged in the Village Hall, where the average attendance per 
performance was 100, so there must have been plenty of support for the Players ð but in 
1962, 39 productions after it began, the company was disbanded. 
Fast forward to late 1987, when Jeanne Wilde, who was ôkeen and willing to get the ball 
rollingõ wrote an article in the Village Magazine asking for local people to contact her if they 
would like to see the Players re-formed. Sixteen ladies and one man (nothing changes!) were 
present at the subsequent meeting, at which Jeanne, who is still an active member today, 
was elected as Chairman. A production was planned for the following April, with various  
events held in the interim period  to raise funds. 
Twenty years on the company is thriving, and is about to put on its annual pantomime - this 
year it is Sinbad the Sailor. As usual, it will probably be so popular that the Village Hall will 
be bursting at the seams ð which only goes to prove that Burley would be much the poorer 
had it not been for the enthusiasm of Jeanne Wilde. 
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