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SCENE ONE, a non-profit -
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shows, free of  charge, to 
those with a proven interest 
in the Arts, and it is also 
available for download from 
our website, 
www.sceneone.biz, giving 
our advertisers an even wider  
audience. 
 
If  you think YOU could 
benefit from advertising in 
these pages, please contact 
us at sceneone@talktalk.net 
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news and reviews - the latter 
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EDITORIAL  
 

Forgive me for repeating something I said last month, but summer is on its way, 
and hopefully that means the end of the persistent coughing that has plagued my 
recent theatregoing. Not my coughing, you understand ð when I was a schoolgirl 
our headmistress would simply stop in mid assembly if someone dared to cough, the 
resulting silence leaving us in no doubt that this was unacceptable behaviour, and to 
this day I would rather choke than cough in the theatre. 
Sadly, not everyone feels the same. Very recently I was at a particularly good pro-
duction of a gripping thriller ð which was punctuated throughout by so much 
coughing that we might have been in a sanatorium. Itõs catching, I suspect, so once 
someone starts everyone else thinks a quick cough will be okay, and the poor actors 
find themselves fighting a losing battle to be heard. 
And if youõre reading this thinking òwell, when I have to cough I have to coughó, I 
can tell you that youõre wrong, because at the aforementioned production I spent 
some time swallowing hard to stop myself coughing, the residue of a cold caught a 
week or two back when someone sitting near me at another production sneezed 
their way through the evening. Which reminds me ð the hay fever season is almost 
upon us. Theatre criticõs job, anyone?    
 

 
Linda (Victoria Meldrew) Kirkman. 

 

 

WHATõS INSIDE 
Page 4 : Whatõs Happening 
Page 5 : Noises Off 
Page 6 : Previews 
Page 8 : Previews 
Page 10 : Previews 
Page 12 : How Well Do You Know Your Theatre? 
Page 13 : P&P Choirõs Day Out in Portsmouth 
Page 14 : Lord of the Rings Review/Ever Wondered Where  
   Youõre Going Wrong? 
Page 15 : About Our Sponsors 
___________________________________________________________ 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission of 

the Editor is prohibited.  
Any views expressed in contributed articles are purely those of the contribu-

tor and may not be shared by the Editor. 
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Bournemouth G&S at the Zoo: Bourne-
mouth Gilbert & Sullivan Operatic Society,  
The Hub, Verwood ð May 9. Box office: 
01202 828740; Barrington Theatre, Fern-
down ð May 10. Box office: 01202 894858. 
All shows begin at 7.30pm. Tickets £11, 
concs. £9 
 
Lights, Camera, Action ð A Celebration 
of Movie Music: BBLOC, The Hub, Ver-
wood ð May 10. Box office: 01202 828740; 
Regent Centre, Christchurch ð July 5. Box 
office: 01202 499199; Barrington Theatre, 
Ferndown ð July 18. All shows begin at 
7.45pm. Tickets £10, concs. £9. 
 
Benefactors: Broadstone Players, War Me-
morial Hall, Broadstone - May 13-17 at 
8pm. Tickets £6 (Tues 2 for 1) from N J 
Lines, The Broadway, or at door 
 
Badgerõs Green: Wimborne Drama, Tivoli 
Theatre, Wimborne ð May 15-17 at 7.30pm, 
mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets £8, concs. £7 
mat only. Box office: 01202 885566 
 
Concert: Pelhams People, Kinson Commu-
nity Centre, Pelhams Park ð May 16 & 17 at 
7.45pm. Tickets £6. Box office: 01202 
572826 
 
Music, Myth and Legends: BOS Musical 
Society, Regent Centre, Christchurch ð May 
22-24 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 2.30pm. Tickets 
from £8.50. Box office: 01202 499199 
 
Taking Steps: New Forest Players, Per-
forming Arts Centre, Ballard School, New 
Milton ð May 28-31 at 7.30pm, mat Sat at 
2.30pm. Tickets £8, child (u14) & mat £6. 
Box office: 0845 1668775 

The House By The Lake: Purbeck Play-
ers, Mowlem Theatre, Swanage ð May 28-31 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £7, concs. £6. Box of-
fice: 01429 422239 
 
A Month of Sundays: Poulner Players, 
Church Hall, Linford Road, Poulner, Ring-
wood ð May 28-31 at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£6.50. Box office: 01425 479874 (5-7pm) 
 
Ensemble in Concert: BOS Musical Com-
pany, Kinson Community Centre, Pelhams 
Park ð May 30 & 31at 7.30pm. Tickets £8. 
Box office: 01202 572826 
 
Summer Concert: La Nova Singers, St 
Peterõs Church, Parkstone ð May 31 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £8.50 advance, £9.50 on 
door. Box office: 01202 743085/470307 
 
Toppers, Tiaras & Tarantulas: Ringwood 
Musical & Dramatic Society Choir, Trinity 
Church, Ringwood ð June 7 at 7.30pm; 
Parish Church, Ringwood ð June 9 at 
7.30pm; St Maryõs Church, Ferndown ð 
June 12 at 7.30pm. Tickets £5 at door or 
from Carr & Neave, Christchurch Road, 
Ringwood. 
 
What The Butler Saw: Bournemouth Lit-
tle Theatre Club, Jameson Road, Winton ð 
June 9-14 at 7.45pm. Tickets £9.50 
(concessions available), members £4. Box 
office: 01202 417484 (8 ð 9pm) 
 
By Jeeves: All Saints Dramatic Society, De 
La Salle Theatre, Southbourne ð June 12-14 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £6. Box office: 01202 
568545 
 
 

 
WHATõS HAPPENING 
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NOISES OFF 

FOLLOWING their success with the 

Farndale Avenue Mikado at Kinson Com-

munity Centre last February, South Coast 

Really Awesome Productions have been 

invited to perform the show at the Interna-

tional G&S Festival at Buxton on August 

16th & 17th. Some of the original cast 

members are unable to attend, so replace-

ments are needed. If you are interested in 

taking part please contact Penny Gerken on 

01202 723370. 

 

***********************************  

CHRISTOPHER Mellows, former local 

amateur performer who appeared with 

BOAT and Barclays Players prior to turning 

professional, is in illustrious company this 

year when he appears in The Cherry Or-

chard at Chichester Festival Theatre with 

the likes of Diana Rigg, Maureen Lipman, 

William Gaunt, Frank Finlay, Jemma 

Redgrave and Natalie Cassidy. Perform-

ances are from May 15th to June 7th and 

can be booked on 01243 781312.  

 

***********************************  

THE Penny Serenaders, part of the U3A 

for over 50s, are musical entertainers who 

perform for charity, describing themselves 

as yesterdayõs teens singing yesterdayõs hits. 

During the past year they have raised over 

Ã500 for Juliaõs House and Ã150 for U3A. 

They are looking forward to March 24th 

2009, when they have a concert booked at 

the Barrington Theatre, Ferndown, and 

would welcome new members, especially 

men. Rehearsals are held on Monday morn-

ings at Moordown Community Centre. Call 

01202 531530 for more details, or to book 

the group.    

FROM August 28th-31st the seafront area 

between Bournemouth and Boscombe piers 

will be buzzing with the Bournemouth   

Air Festival. For four days residents and 

visitors alike can marvel at the Red Arrows, 

a Eurofighter Typhoon, the RAF Falcons 

military parachute display team, the Battle 

of Britain Memorial Flight, wing walkers, 

balloon glows and much more. 

There will also be ground displays, live mu-

sic, fireworks and entertainment, and if any 

local group has a concert or other entertain-

ment that might fit in with the theme of the 

festival ð a wartime show, for instance ð the 

organisers will consider including it. For 

more information contact Michelle Duque-

noy on 01202 451704. 

 

***********************************  

RINGWOOD Musical & Dramatic Society 

Choir is currently fifty-strong and looking 

to grow! 

If you are a singer and are interested in join-

ing this hard-working, sociable and ener-

getic choir who enjoy a challenge and sing a 

wide variety of music at two series of con-

certs each year, Anita Rosser would be 

pleased to hear from you. 

All voice parts are welcome but high so-

prano, tenor and deep bass voices are par-

ticularly in demand. Rehearsals are on 

Thursdays with some Tuesdays. 

Please contact Anita on 01425 473454. 

 

***********************************  

VERWOOD play-reading circle holds its 

next meeting on May 14th at 7.30pm to 

read Trap For A Lonely Man. Call 01202  

820689 if you wish to attend, whether to 

read or listen. 
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G&S lovers are in for a treat this season, as 
Bournemouth Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
performs a full production of The Zoo, 
together with a selection of favourites from 
many of the Savoy Operas.  
The Zoo is a one-act comic opera by Arthur 
Sullivan and Bolton Rowe. Billed as a musi-
cal folly, the opera is set in a zoological gar-
den. Affairs of the heart have a rocky start 
as two couples have to overcome differ-
ences in class and wealth, not to mention a 
suicide attempt, in their search for true love. 
At The Hub, Verwood, on May 9th and 
The Barrington Theatre, Ferndown, on May 
10th.  
 
***********************************  
THE Award-winning Bournemouth and 
Boscombe Light Opera Company (BBLOC) 
visit The Hub in Verwood on May 10th 
with a terrific show full of your favourite 
songs from the movies ð and if you canõt 
make it on that date theyõll be repeating the 
concert at the Regent Centre, Christchurch, 
(July 5th) and the Barrington Theatre, Fern-
down (July 18th). 
The programme contains classic songs from 
some of the best musicals written since the 
1930s as well as hits from shows currently 
playing in the West End and on Broadway. 
There are numbers from Hairspray, Dream 
Girls, Casablanca, Dirty Dancing, Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang, James Bond 007, The 
Pajama Game, Easter Parade, The Lion 
King and A Chorus Line. 
Produced, directed and choreographed by 
local favourites Dale Waterworth and Shel-
ley Gould, Lights, Camera, Action has bril-
liant soloists, rousing chorus numbers and 
lively dance routines. 
This show promises a truly memorable eve-
ningõs entertainment from curtain up to 
close. 
 

BROADSTONE Playersõ next production, 
at the War Memorial Hall from  May 13th-
17th, is Michael Fraynõs Benefactors. 
Written as a memory play, it looks back on 
two youngish married couples in 1960s 
London. David is a visionary architect ôon 
his way to a Rolls Royce and a knighthoodõ, 
who hopes to do good for the working class 
by replacing slums with mass-housing pro-
jects of his own design. He and his self-
possessed wife, Jane, are also trying to res-
cue the troubled marriage of their 
neighbours Colin, a journalist whom David 
first met at Cambridge, and Sheila, a love-
starved former nurse. 
The playõs tension derives from the incendi-
ary give-and-take of the two couples and 
from the roles of all four characters in an 
acrimonious, city-wide policy debate that 
threatens the realisation of Davidõs sky-
scraper housing scheme. 
By the time of the playõs conclusion, the 
architectõs faith in progress has been shaken 
and the fabric of the couplesõ marriages and 
friendship has been destroyed. 
 
***********************************  
GIVEN the current debate in Wimborne 
about whether or not Waitrose should 
move onto the site currently occupied by 
the cricket pitch, it seems highly appropriate 
that Wimborne Dramaõs next production, at 
the Tivoli Theatre from May 15th-17th, 
should be R C Sherriffõs Badgerõs Green. 
This gentle 1930s comedy depicts a rural 
market town coming to the interest of a 
London property developer. The ensuing 
division among the locals is played out 
against the backdrop of an annual village 
cricket match, resulting in a thrilling and 
unexpected finale. 
Paul Hewitt directs. 
 
***********************************  
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PELHAMS People will be holding their 
sixth annual concert at Kinson Community 
Centre on May 16th and 17th. 
All profits from these concerts go to local 
charities, with several thousand pounds 
already having been raised previously. 
This yearõs concert has Old Time Music 
Hall entertainment during the first half, 
followed by songs from the musicals ð in-
cluding Oliver and My Fair Lady to name 
but two. 
Musical director is Shirley Law, director is 
Sheila Hurrell, choreographer is Nikki 
Brown and costumes are by Paula Davis. 
 
***********************************  
MEMBERS of BOS Musical Company 
take to the stage of the Regent Centre, 
Christchurch, from May 22nd-24th with 
Music, Myth and Legends, described as ôa 
theatrical extravaganza of song and danceõ. 
The following week sees the younger mem-
bers of the company, known as Ensemble, 
in concert at Kinson Community Centre on 
May 30 & 31. This show will feature music 
from Phantom of the Opera, Miss Saigon, 
Godspell, Aida, Hairspray, Spamalot and 
much more. 
 
***********************************   
NEW Forest Playersõ next production, at 
the Performing Arts Centre, Ballard School, 
New Milton, from May 28th-31st, is Alan 
Ayckbournõs Taking Steps, which will be 
directed by Ann Ramm. 
The playwright once described this play as 
òan attic, a lounge, a wife in a quandary and 
a fiancée in a cupboard, a devious builder, a 
nervous solicitor, a ponderous personnel 
officer and a drunken bucket manufacturer 
all embroiled in a tale of love, confusion 
and freedom.ó 
Roland Crabbe is a man with problems. 
Heõs about to buy a reputedly haunted 
house to please his adored wife, Elizabeth.  

However, Elizabeth is about to walk out on 
him and she has left her brother, Mark ða 
man whose conversation sends everyone to 
sleep ð to comfort Roland. But Mark has 
his own worries ð he has an errant fiancée 
stashed in the attic. 
Solicitor Tristam and the houseõs owner, 
Leslie, arrive to settle the deal and find 
themselves caught up in a tangled web of 
everyone elseõs problemsé 
 
***********************************  
OVER in Swanage, Purbeck Players will be 
presenting Hugh Millsõ The House By the 
Lake at the Mowlem Theatre from May 
28th-31st. 
Wealthy, handsome, distinguished, well-
respected Doctor, Maurice Holt, is a Lon-
don-based hypnotherapist with the world at 
his feet. Or at least, that was how things 
were. Today, Maurice Holt is living as a 
recluse in his house by the lake. What 
changed? What secrets do the house and the 
icy lake hold, and who in his household is 
privy to those secrets when murder is com-
mitted? 
Gail Green directs and her cast is John 
Murphy, Anne Peden, Rosemary Ford, Jane 
Linger, Malcolm Green, Nick Clarke, Jacqui 
Chater, Tony Hessey and Livvy Peden. 
 
***********************************  
ON May 31 La Nova Singers will be giving 
a summer concert at St Peterõs Church, 
Church Road, Parkstone. 
Included is sacred music by Rutter, Vivaldi, 
Gounod, Schubert and Mozart, plus ar-
rangements of three love poems by Byron, 
Shelley and Tennyson and Faureõs Pavane. 
The second half features light opera, Gilbert 
& Sullivan, Howard Goodallõs TV medley, 
musicals and popular songs. There will also 
be flute and vocal solos and duets. 
Conductor/director is Michelle Nova, pian-
ist Christine Langton & Steve Howard flute. 
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 POULNER Playersõ next production, at 
Poulner Church Hall from May 28th-31st, is 
A Month of Sundays. It is written by Bob 
Larbey (The Good Life, Ever Decreasing 
Circles and As Time Goes By) and was first 
seen in London in 1986 with George Cole 
in the leading role. 
The play revolves around two elderly gen-
tlemen: Cooper (John Turpin) and Aylott 
(Peter Ansell). Together they face the chal-
lenges poses by the ageing process, and 
Cooper also has to endure the visits of his 
daughter and hen-pecked husband (Julie 
Lax and Mike Freemantle). They find their 
journey from their home in Milton Keynes 
a tiresome trek on the motorways on the 
first Sunday of every month. 
Cooper unashamedly flirts with his nurse 
(Judith Lansdale) and strikes up a friendship 
with the irascible cleaning lady (Rita 
McDermott). The two friends attempt to 
keep their minds alert by trying to recall the 
name of the eleventh man in an old cricket 
team, and by playing chess. 
Bob Larbey treats the subject of growing 
old with sensitivity, a touch of pathos and a 
great deal of gentle humour, so donõt miss 
what promises to be a real treat! 
 
***********************************    
RINGWOOD Musical & Dramatic Society 
Choir will be ôin concertõ presenting Top-
pers, Tiaras and Tarantulas at three local 
venues in early June ð see Whatõs Happen-
ing for details. 
The fifty-strong choir will again be under 
the baton of the hugely talented Ivy Tan, 
who is joint musical director with her hus-
band, Chris Guy. As ever, Ivy and Chris 
have selected a great range of music from 
well-known and much-loved classical pieces 
to musical theatre, folk and film scores, and 
thereõs even a favourite calypso fitted in 
somehow!  
 

Colin Petheram, the choirõs popular accom-
panist, will be tinkling the ivories once again 
and will entertain with his clarinet and his 
own very special brand of humour. 
All proceeds are going to charity. 
RMDS, of which the choir is just one 
part, deserves huge plaudits for having 
helped raise the magnificent sum of 
£24,300 in charitable donations in 2007. 
 
***********************************  
JACK Snell will direct What the Butler Saw 
for Bournemouth Little Theatre Club at 
Jameson Road from June 9th-14th. 
Joe Ortonõs play was first produced in 
March 1969, some two years after his brutal 
murder, with  a cast that included Stanley 
Baxter, Julia Foster, Coral Browne and 
Ralph Richardson. 
It revolves around a Dr Prentice, a psychia-
trist attempting to seduce his attractive pro-
spective secretary, Geraldine Barclay. The 
play opens with the doctor examining 
Geraldine Barclay at her job interview, dur-
ing which he convinces her to undress. 
When his wife enters, he attempts to cover 
up his activity by hiding the girl behind a 
curtain.  
His wife, however, is also being seduced 
and blackmailed by Nicholas Beckett. She 
therefore promises him the secretaryõs post,   
which adds further confusion. Soon, 
Geraldine is dressed like a boy and Nicholas 
a girl, Winston Churchill is missing body 
parts and the doctor is digging himself fur-
ther and further into trouble by piling up 
more and more ridiculous lies. 
Dr Prenticeõs clinic is then faced with a 
government inspection, led by Dr Rance, 
which reveals the total chaos within ð and 
leads Dr Rance to talk about how he will 
use the situation to develop a new booké 
The content and language of this play make 
it unsuitable for anyone under the age of 16. 
***********************************  



 

 11 

 

 

 Theatrecraft 
2008 Drama Workshops 

 
 

A 5 day Drama Workshop Series based in Three Legged Cross, 
Dorset 

 

June 23rd-27th             July 21st ð 25th            August 25th ð 29th 
 

Programme:  
History & Development of Theatre, Stagecraft, Costume, Makeup, Technique, Role Play,   

Script Reading, Improvisations, Sketches, Drama Games, Character Research, Musical Theatre. 
 

THEATRE VISIT & PROFESSIONAL LECTURERS 
Minimum Practical Study = 5 days (Mon-Fri) = 6 hours per day 

09.30-12.30 (3 hours) ð LUNCH INCLUDED ð 13.30-16.30 (3 hours)  
The cost is £200 per person for a series of inclusive  

drama workshops, excursions, & Lunches. 
(Maximum 10 per workshop ð Min Age 16) 
BOOK EARLY - Limited Availability  

Further details available from:  01202 822484 

 Theatrecraft 
2008 Drama Workshops 

 
A 14 day themed Holiday Excursion and Workshop in Turkey 

òThe Cradle of Civilizationó 
October 10th ð 24th  

An opportunity to study, have some sun and fun visiting the fabulous historic, natural and cultural  
sites of SW Turkey Didim, Miletos, Prienne, Ephesus, Heraklia, Iassos, Pamukkale and Aphrodisias. 

 

A two week workshop in Akbuk, on the Aegean near Altinkum & Bodrum. 
from Friday 10th October to Friday 24th October. (Min Age 18) 

 

The cost is £300 per person (based upon 2 sharing) for an inclusive  
drama workshop, excursions, buffet breakfast & lunch and accommodation.  

This cost does not include flights. 

 

The 14 day workshop will include the following: 
Daily studies in Drama, Theatre and Performing Arts. 
Excursions to points of historic, cultural and local interest. 
Shared Accommodation (2 per room). 
Minimum   Practical Study = 10 days 
(Mon-Fri) = 6 hours per day Evenings & Weekend Free 
09.30-12.30 (3 hours) ð 14.00-17.00 (3 hours)   

BOOK EARLY 
Limited Availability  

 

Further details available from: 

01202 822484 
Email: mwp1uk@talktalk.net 

mailto:mwp1uk@talktalk.net
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 HOW  WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR THEATRE?  

1. In Gilbert and Sullivanõs HMS Pinafore, what office does Sir Joseph Por-
ter hold? 
 
2. In A Midsummer Nightõs Dream, who was Lysander finally betrothed to? 
 
3. òItõs the concerts you enjoy together, neighbours you annoy together, 
children you destroy together, that keep marriage intact.ó These lyrics are 
from which Sondheim musical? 
 
4. Tom Stoppard was not always a playwright. What was his occupation 
when living in Bristol? 
 
5. In the musical Les Miserables, what does Jean Valjean steal from the 
priest? 
 
6. Who wrote the play Lettice and Lovage? 
 
7. What is the name of the wise baboon in the musical The Lion King? 
 
8. The story was about a rugby team from the north of England with an un-
broken record of defeats. Name the play and playwright. 
 
9. What does the term ôpaper the houseõ mean? 
 
10. What was the previous name of the Gielgud Theatre?  

 

ANSWERS 

1. First Lord of the Admiralty  2. Hermia  3. Company  4. He was a reporter on the 
Western Daily Press  5. Silverware  6. Peter Shaffer  7. Rafiki   8. Up ônõ Under by John 
Godber  9. Giving away free tickets to ensure a full house  10. The Globe  
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P&P Singers is a mixed choir and part of P&P Productions. Member Crispin 
Goodall reflects on the day the Singers took the Portsmouth Music Festival by 
storm. 
 
 
WHAT seems a long time ago now, The Boss, aka musical director Jean Chambers, said 
òShall we do a festival?ó We were not sure about this offer: we knew The Boss did not like 
them all that much, so we thought we might escape. Anyway, the next week she came back 
and said òIõve decided not to do a festival.ó Cue collective sigh of relief. òI think weõll do 
two.ó So there we were, six months later, trundling down the motorway to Portsmouth at 
8am on a Sunday morning in March, with a bacon butty in one hand and rapidly suffering 
memory loss in our brains; too late to learn the words now. 
 
Portsmouth Music Festival was a new one on us. Being held at Park Community School, 
Havant, it was easy enough to find and we were shown into a vast gymnasium where, along 
with the other choirs, we set up camp for the day. It was interesting to note that the acous-
tics were so good in the gym that, after warming up, once we stepped onto the stage in the 
school hall the sound felt a little flat. Luckily we were ready for this, but it did affect one or 
two choirs who had gone through their entire repertoire in the gym prior to performing. 
 
We were first on. There was no mercy and at 9.45 on the dot we were up there singing 
Alexanderõs Ragtime Band. By the time we stopped for lunch we had, I think, won three 
cups ð or perhaps I should say two cups (one very large) and a very impressive-looking 
silver-bound conductorõs baton. 
 
During lunchtime, after being organised into some semblance of order for a photograph, 
one bright spark opined that there were three more cups to be won in the afternoon. Need-
less to say, that was the kiss of death as far as winning any more classes was concerned. 
 
However, we had no gripes with the adjudicator. He was charming, accurate in his assess-
ments and made the whole hall laugh when gently dissecting each choirõs performance. An 
adjudicator is not only judge, jury and executioner but he (or she) is also the person who 
sets the tone for the day. Indeed, some adjudicators can tell you so delightfully why your 
choir has not won a class or festival that it can take several hours for the realisation to strike 
home that it was not only your competence to sing in a festival that was being called into 
question, but your right to sing at all. One delightful example, thankfully not directed at us, 
was òAs a choir you went a little flat but, like the passengers on the Titanic, you all went 
down together.ó 
 
Eventually we had the satisfaction of winning the Adjudicatorõs Prize for the choir that, in 
his opinion, had contributed most to the day. It was a different way of saying ôBest Choirõ 
but welcome nonetheless, and a great tribute to Jean Chambers and accompanist Mary Pot-
ter, who had worked so tirelessly to get us out onto that stage. Roll on the next festival!      
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WE will occasionally be running reviews of West End shows by London based 
Sarah Lane. Here are her thoughts on one of the big musicals currently pulling in 
the crowds. 
 

LORD OF THE RINGS, THEATRE ROYAL, DRURY LANE  
 

Wow, what can I say? As a theatrical spectacle, I donõt think this has ever (yet) been bet-
tered and I felt the creative and technical teams deserved a curtain call at the end as much 
as the cast. 
Quite what director Matthew Warchus, set and costume designer Rob Howell and special 
effects designer Gregory Meeh were on when they came up with the idea of transforming 
Tolkienõs books and, more recently, Peter Jacksonõs films, I canõt hazard a guess, but it cer-
tainly worked. 
I wonõt spoil it by going into too much detail (someone did that for me with Miss Saigon 
and ruined the helicopter scene) but suffice it to say that this is the most amazing spectacle 
I have ever had the privilege to see. I was spellbound from the start and was so transfixed 
that I didnõt even move from my seat in the interval. 
Sadly, the story is, due to familiarity, predictable, the performances rather underwhelming 
(with the notable exception of a tour de force by Michael Therriault as Gollum and a spell-
binding Abbie Osmon as Galadriel ð not forgetting the òlocal boyó Andrew Jarvis as El-
rond, Lord of Rivendell) and the music is instantly forgettable (I canõt remember a single 
song). 
But does that really matter when youõve been drawn into a mesmeric creation (even with 
the slight pause for one of the technical hitches that have plagued the production from the 
start) which leaves you breathless at the end? I donõt think so. Itõs worth every minute of its 
three hours.  

EVER WONDERED WHERE YOUõRE GOING WRONG? 
 

ON February 9th 1810, arguably the worldõs worst actor, Robert Coates (1772-1848) made 
his English stage debut in Bath. His portrayal of star-crossed Romeo in a flowing Charles II 
wig got the crowd tittering, and soon afterwards they roared uncontrollably at the sound of 
the seat of his tight red pantaloons splitting. He changed the dialogue outrageously, whis-
pered soliloquies inaudibly, conversed with spectators and greatly exaggerated Romeoõs 
death throes. 
Afterwards the audience demanded an encore, shouting òDie again, Romeo!ó. Coates oblig-
ingly repeated his ridiculous routine, and would have done so again had his furious Juliet 
not exited in disgust. 
Soon afterwards, Coates was playing to royalty and packed houses in London, where he 
developed a loyal following and corresponding prosperity. He enjoyed being seen in his 
gaudy, kettle-shaped carriage adorned with his trademark cock and his motto, òWhile I live 
Iõll crow.ó  
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ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 

CPS Group ð Who are we ? 
 
 
THE CPS Group is well established as one of the Southõs leading suppliers of audio visual, 
lighting  and staging systems.   
 
We regularly cater to the hire and sales requirements of many local musical and dramatic 
societies,  schools, theatres, churches, clubs, hotels, conference and leisure venues, provid-
ing everything from consumables such as lamps through to complete professional sound 
and lighting systems and data projectors.  We also include many local venues of all these 
types amongst our growing list of successful installations of sound, lighting and A/V equip-
ment.  
 
Our hire department has probably the largest all-round professional hire stock in the area 
and can tailor hire packages to meet your specific requirements for your forthcoming pro-
ductions. One of our specialist areas is multi channel radio-microphone systems (with li-
cences, ADUõs) and our high quality support service ensures that your show will be able to 
get the best out of this equipment.  From a single radio mic up to 20 way systems and be-
yond, using radio microphones can be a challenging part of any production and we go that 
extra mile to ensure that our customers get maximum benefit from the equipment. Our 
technical support team is always on hand to offer assistance, guidance and advice for our 
customers. 
 
Our trade counter caters for just about everything else you may need for your productions: 
batteries, lamps, gels, pyrotechnics, tape, firecheck fluid, flying hardware, cables ð but we 
donõt do ômake-upõ! Our sales team has an extensive knowledge of old and new products on 
the market and the flexibility to offer price matching due to our close relationship with 
many of the top industry suppliers. For further information on any of our services call our 
team on (01202) 572000 who will be pleased to talk with you. 

 
Since our beginnings in 1996 CPS has grown and diversified into sales, installations, confer-
ences & major projects but at our roots and in our hearts is that special òbuzzó of live thea-
tre which we believe all Scene One readers will share. Our focus remains firmly on this key 
element of our industry and we welcome the opportunity to support Linda Kirkman in 
bringing Scene One to the wealth of talent and energy that exists in the local theatre com-
munity. If you think that we may be able to assist with any technical aspect of your produc-
tions please do contact us ð we look forward to working with you. 
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